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Introduction 


In December 1958, at the instigation of its Iron Age and Roman Research Commit- 
tee, the Council for British Archaeology promoted a conference on the Problems of the 
Iron Age in Southern Britain. This was held at the Institute of Archaeology and ran from 
the Friday evening to the Sunday afternoon, December 12-14. A small exhibition of 
recent finds was held in the antehall of the Institute, and the British Museum arranged 
for a special display in its Prehistoric Room of some of the pottery and metal objects from 
Hod Hill. 

With two exceptions the papers read at the Conference are printed here to a greater 
or lesser extent as they were then given. One of the exceptions is a paper by Dr. J. K, 
St. Joseph on ‘Iron Age Archaeology: the evidence of Air Photography’; this depended 
for its impact on the slides, which were impressive; but the expense has prevented any 
attempt to publish a selection. Secondly, in the case of a number of short accounts given 
of recent excavations by Mr. L. Alcock, Mr. G. Holleyman, Miss S. Chadwick (Mrs. 
Hawkes), Mr. T. C. M. Brewster, and myself, it has been thought best to mould these 
into a single paper with a coherent emphasis on small settlements, and this is printed as 
the second article below. 

The Institute is grateful to Dr. Glyn E. Daniel for permission to reprint from 
Antiquity, “The A.B.C. of the British Iron Age’, by Professor C. F. C. Hawkes. This 
paper, representing the inaugural lecture of the Conference, was first published, out of 
pietas, in Antiquity, XXXII (September 1958). Thanks are also due to the Ministry of 
Works for permission to publish the simplified plans (pp. 22-26) of excavations carried 
out under the Ministry’s auspices in advance of their appearance in official publications. 

Mr. D. F. Allen’s paper on the origin of the British Coinage depends for its evidence 
on the distribution lists and maps of such coins, which have never hitherto been published 
or made available to scholars. The Institute has taken the opportunity, therefore, to 
publish the full lists of British Iron Age coins compiled by Mr. Allen, both those intro- 
duced from abroad and those minted in this country; the detailed distribution maps 
themselves are shortly to be published by the Ordnance Survey in its Map of Southern 
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Britain in the Iron Age, and the present paper is accordingly illustrated only with dia- 
grammatic maps designed to suggest the movements of invading bands. Nevertheless the 
printing of these lists has been most costly, and could not have been contemplated by the 
Institute on its own resources unassisted. Grateful acknowledgments are therefore made 
to the Council for British Archaeology for a substantial grant, and also to Mr. I. D. 
Margary, F.S.A., for very generous assistance in this matter; in addition thanks are 
expressed to those subscribers in advance who contributed the balance necessary to defray 
the cost of this volume. 
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The A BC of the British Iron Age“ 


by Proressor C. F. C. HAWKES, M.A., F.B.A., F.S.A. 


HIS article is something both more and less than the lecture that it represents. The 

lecture was given in London in December 1958, to open the Conference on the 

Southern British Iron Age. But it had the disadvantage of all introductory lectures 
to conferences, that they cannot anticipate what the other speakers will be saying later. 
And in this case, what the others said later was sometimes so new and striking as to leave 
the introductory lecture rather far behind. Of course, that was the measure of the Con- 
ference’s success; yet I was gratified to find that what had happened, by the end, was that 
the others had not so much contradicted as carried farther, in their various special fields, 
much of what was suggested in my more general talk. This surely means—and I think we 
can be gratified all round—that in the dozen years since the C.B.A. last caused a general 
survey to be put forward,! or the twenty years since Childe was writing in Prehistoric 
Communities,2 we have taken our Iron Age studies through a process of expansion, and of 
revaluation, and yet have emerged still pretty well together. 

These milestones in their history are worth remembering. Horae Ferales, in which 
Kemble and Franks first brought our Iron Age metalwork to recognition, appeared in 
1863, and John Evans’s Coins of the Ancient Britons in 1864; Arthur Evans's monograph 
on the Aylesford cemetery, with both metalwork and pottery shown for the first time in 
their European setting, in 1890;3 Canon Greenwell’s on the Yorkshire chariot-burials in 
1906.4 The first dozen years of this century brought the first three works of synthesis: 
Rice Holmes’s Ancient Britain in 1907, Romilly Allen’s Celtic Art in 1910, and, going more 
out of doors, Hadrian Allcroft’s Earthwork of England in 1911. That same year saw J. P. 
Bushe-Fox at Hengistbury Head,5 and the Cunningtons at All Cannings Cross, finding 
and for the first time recognising Iron Age pottery of our earliest phase;® the two great 
volumes on the Glastonbury Lake-Village, by Dr. A. Bulleid and Mr. H. St. George Gray, 
appeared in 1911 and 1915. By the time that Reginald Smith’s Early Iron Age Guide was 


*This paper is reprinted by permission from Antiquity, XX XIII, 170-82. 

t In its Survey and Policy of 1947. 

2 London, 1940. 

3 Archaeologia, LU, 2, 317 ff. 

4 Archaeologia, LX, 251 ff. 

5 ‘Class A’ in Hengistbury (Soc. Antiquaries, 1915). 

6 M. E. Cunnington, All Cannings Cross (Devizes, 1923); cf. Wheeler in Arch. Journ., CVI, Supplement 
(Clapham Mem. Vol., 1952) 62 ff. 
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published by the British Museum in 1925, the keynote of most of our new work—quite 
rightly —was regional study, an activity long encouraged by the old Congress of Archaeo- 
logical Societies. It had been pioneered in Hampshire by J. P. Williams-Freeman,7 and 
was given a fresh standard in 1923 by Cyril Fox, in his famous Archaeology of the Cambridge 
Region. 

By the end of the 1920’s, all this regional work had created an urgent need for some 
common scheme of terminology. We needed one that should serve us better than the 
continental systems, with which I, like the rest of us, had laboured, when surveying the 
field again for the Hampshire Field Club’s volume on the St. Catharine’s Hill 
(Winchester) excavations,’ and in writing up its later phases, with Gerald Dunning, for 
‘The Belgae of Gaul and Britain’.9 The result, embodied in the paper on British Hill-Forts 
which O. G. S. Crawford had commissioned from me for the March Antiquity of 1931,?° 
was the ‘A B C’ system. When, presently (at Smith’s instance), Professor Bersu asked for 
a review of British Archaeology since 1914, outside Scotland, to be written for the XXI 
Bericht of the Roman-German Commission by T. D. (Sir Thomas) Kendrick, and 
Kendrick suggested that the later prehistoric and Roman periods should be done by me, 
I used the system again, the result in English being the Iron Age chapter of our Archaeo- 
logy in England and Wales, 1914-31. This appeared simultaneously with the German 
version in 1932, the year of the first International Congress of Prehistoric and Proto- 
historic Sciences in London. Thus fortunately sponsored, the system soon caught on. 

But it was so simple that people soon wanted to elaborate it. In Sussex, more particu- 
larly, where the elder and the younger Dr. Eliot Curwen had for some time been leading 
the whole country in regional Iron Age excavation and study of pottery, the system in 
due course gave us Ar, A2, B, AB, two C’s, a ‘South-Eastern B’ (contributed by Mr. 
John Ward Perkins), and with it an “ABC’.1! The Glastonbury Lake-Village culture was 
similarly called “South-Western B’, the Yorkshire chariot burials ‘North-Eastern B’; 
Wheeler’s Maiden Castle excavations provided yet another local ‘B’, and Kathleen 
Kenyon, in her Sutton Walls (Herefordshire) report, has since christened another in the 
region of the lower Severn and Wye." To this very natural conception of different B’s in 
different districts—the two C’s just mentioned differ likewise geographically3—Dr. 
Kenyon has added a scheme of regional grouping for the A culture.4 This urge for 
geographical division is of course an entirely right one for A, B, and C, all three. It only 


7 Field Archaeology as illustrated by Hampshire (London, 1915); cf. Hawkes in Proc. Hants Field Club, XX 
(1956), 14-22. 

8 Proc. Hants Field Club, XI (1930). 

9 Arch. Journ., LX XXVII (1930), 150-335. 

10 Vol. V (No. 17, March 1931), 60 ff. 

11 Ward Perkins, Proc. Prehist. Soc., IV (1938), 151 ff., and Archaeologia, XC (1944), 153 ff.; cf. Hawkes in 
Sussex Arch. Colls., LX XX (1939), 252-8; A. E. Wilson, ibid., XCIII (1955), 59 £.;.S. 5. Preréin Arch, Joan. Cct 
(1944), 50 ff. On Sussex pottery generally: Wilson and G. P. Burstow in Sussex Arch. Colls., LX XXVII (1948), 
77 ff. 

2 Arch. Journ., CX (1953), 1 fff. 

"3 They are the First C and Second C of pp. 14-16 below. 

™4 In her ‘Survey of the Evidence’ in Univ. London Inst. Arch. 8th Annual Report (1952), 29 ff. 
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needs now to be carried a stage farther and given a more systematic scheme of provinces 
and regions, valid both archacologically and physiographically. 

However, there is still another urge which one must feel: the urge for a soundly 
based chronology. A, B, and C are a series of cultural entities, induced simply from the 
archaeological material. By definition, they begin one after the other; but they overlap 
and sometimes therefore influence each other, to varying extents in time. And in them- 
selves, their internal features and connections can give only relative chronological indica- 
tions. This or that feature or connection can acquire an absolute chronology, indeed, 
from an absolutely dated continental counterpart, or an absolutely dated historical event, 
or from coins (whether British or continental) dated by numismatic means. But nothing 
in British Iron Age archaeology carries an absolute date, unless this has first been given to 
it, directly or indirectly, from one of those outside sources. Happily, the sources are now 
more and better than they were. Today, therefore, I think we can reasonably draw up not 
only a geographical system for the British Iron Age—from about the Tyne and Solway 
southwards—but also a chronological one, and devise an improved terminology express- 
ing both. I made a first try at this in 1954, for the International Congress at Madrid.15 At 
the Conference last December I made a second try. I believe that what I offer now may 
really prove acceptable, both in the geography and the chronology, and in the system of 
terms and names. At all events, I have tried to let facts do the work for me rather than 
opinions; and where they will not, to deal warily. 


THe GEOGRAPHY: PROVINCES AND REGIONS (MAP, FIG. I) 


I call the major geographical divisions ‘Provinces’, and see five of them: a Southern 
Province and an Eastern, a South-Western and a Western, and lastly a Pennine Province 
—not a ‘northern’, because there will be more in Scotland. The boundaries of the Pro- 
vinces are of course less precise in some districts than in others, but almost always physio- 
graphically clear. The Southern Province meets the Eastern along the East Anglian 
boulder-clay forest belt and in the Fens (with the Newmarket gap between), and along 
the marshy Welland. It leaves to the Eastern the rest of Lincolnshire, Yorkshire east and 
north-east of the Vale of York, and the basin of the Trent, short of the Derbyshire lime- 
stone moorlands. From the Welland the Southern border runs down the forest land on 
the far side of the Jurassic belt till opposite Wychwood Forest, then south across this and 
Braydon Forest beyond the Thames, by the Vale of Trowbridge, to pass the Somerset 
limestone by the clefts about Castle Cary and so into the Somerset Plain, crossing between 
Ham Hill and the Blackdown Hills to the Axe and then the Channel. All west of this and 
south of Mendip is the South-Western Province; from Mendip to the Mersey marshes, 
with all Wales, is the Western Province. 


15 Congr. Internat. Sc. Pré- et Protohistoriques, Actes de la IV Session, Madrid, 195 4(1956), 729 ff. 
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Fig. 1. British Iron Age Provinces (E., S., S.-W., W., Pennine) and Regions (1-30) 
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Within these Provinces there are lesser natural divisions that I call Regions. Of these 
I make thirty, and distribute them thus: 


Eastern Province 


1. Norfolk and borders 3. Eastern Yorkshire 
2. Kesteven/Lindsey 4. Trent basin 
Southern Province 
5. Nene/Cambridge 10. Thames/Wealden 
6. Upper Thames 11. South Downs (with Wight) 
7. Vhames/lea 12. North Wessex 
8. Chelmer/Ipswich 13. Mid-Wessex 
9. East Kent/Medway 14. South Wessex 
South-Western Province 
15. East Devon 18. Exmoor/Quantock 
16. Dartmoor/Cornwall 19. Mid-Somerset 


17. West Cornwall 


Western Province 


2O me EAStesOllicisct 24. West Wales 

21. Wye/Cotswold 25. North Wales 

22. South Wales 26. Northern Marches 
23. Mid-Wales 27. West Midland 


Pennine Province 


28. South Pennine 30. Cumbria 
29. North Pennine 


These Regions seem to me at once the largest and smallest that will contain, con- 
sistently with physiographic boundaries, an Iron Age archaeological entity in every case 
—whether well attested yet or not. Admittedly, in the last phases of the Age, some were 
cut up by land-grabbing. Yet others (as 1, 8, 11, 14, or 21), or groups of others, may be 
found forming cantonal or recognised tribal areas under Roman rule. It would be tedious 
here to beat all their bounds, and thrash out their inevitable local problems fully. But the 
story of the British Iron Age cannot be told without a map. And it is common know- 
ledge that the Ordnance Survey, in the near future, will be bringing out the new Map of 
Southern Britain in the Iron Age, which its officers have in preparation. To this Map, 
therefore, I would refer the reader who wants to sce the lie of the natural features by 
which I make these boundaries run. Yet I do ask readers, even if disposed for argument 
about the Regions, at least to accept the Provinces. They are essential not simply to the 
geography of the story, but to the terminology as well. 
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THE CHRONOLOGY: PERIOD AND PHASES 


I have said already that A, B, and C are cultures and not periods. That this has been 
less clear than it might have been was my fault at the outset, for I gave their full names as 
‘Tron Age A’, ‘Iron Age B’ and ‘Iron Age C’. What I meant, of course, was Iron Age A 
culture, B culture, and C culture. But while the word ‘culture’ was implied, it was not used. 
Thus, the terms have been all too easily misunderstood as meaning the Iron A-Age, B-Age 
and C-Age, and since A, B, and C may overlap people have had to think of the Ages as 
overlapping. Really, what overlap are the cultures, so the term ‘Age’ has to bear not an 
absolute but only a relative significance. For expressing absolute time, one is then left 
merely with the centuries, and though one wants to attach the scheme to these, it is awk- 
ward if one has nothing else. One has to use terms like “Middle-sixth-to-late-fourth- 
century’, or worse, ‘Early-first-century-B.c.-to-second-quarter-of-first-a.D’. This sort of 
patter becomes quickly maddening. One needs something like the convenient Roman 
Emperors and dynasties, which give Romano-British chronology its ‘Claudian’, ‘Flavian’, 
‘Antonine’, and the rest. In Iron Age studies, hitherto, we have been trying to meet this 
need with my A, B, C; but they will not serve us, because they are only cultural terms. 
A, B, and C in fact need dates to be given to them, before we can take dates from them for 
our material. 

I therefore propose three absolutely dated Periods, numbered 1, 2, and 3—or Iron 1, 
Iron 2, and Iron 3. Their dates are approximations, of course, but are really absolute, 
being taken from the Continent, where they stem from Mediterranean historical chrono- 
logy. Here they are: 


Iron I ¢. §5§0-350 B.C. 

Iron 2 -¢.-3 §0—150 B.C. 

Iron 3c. 150 B.c. to beginnings of Romano-British culture, varying regionally 
from A.D. 43-4 onwards. 


These periods and their dates are not meant to be changed. They are the horizontal 
bars of a fixed frame, as the Provinces and Regions are the vertical bars. What are meant 
to be changed, as knowledge advances, are the places within the frame that we assign to 
this or that manifestation of our cultures. In 1931, when A, B, and C were first pro- 
pounded, there was not enough evidence for constructing periods; in 1947 there was 
more, but even in 1954 there was not yet enough. Only at the December Conference of 
1958 was the evidence put on the table at last enough. The final contribution was 
Mr. Derek Allen’s, in his system for the British coinages (p. 97). Moreover, with this help 
from him in Iron 3, and in Iron 1 and 2 with that of other foreign-based datings now 
available, we can subdivide the periods—again approximately, but certainly better than I 
could in 1954. I call the subdivisions Phases, and this is how I see them: 
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Period Phase 


t d 
Iron Ly G5 50-350 B.C. Ta, ¢. §§0-towards 400 


(in France, Hallstatt I and early La Téne I) 
tb, towards 400-c. 350. 


Daoms 50-2300 
Troni24 083 $0-150°8.C. biteesco=250 
(ingbrances middletiaalene Itoimiddie La xs12b, c..300-200 
Téne II) Ditser 250-200 
Dotee 200-160 
BoC 50-100 
Bib (ey 1k ie' 
Cl, €. $0—14 B.C, 
SCR CESO EC: Clima 1s BIC: Arb ale 


Iron 3, from c. 150 B.C. onwards es 
—A.D. 43/44 cll, ¢. A.D. 10-43/44 


(in France, from middle La Téne II through 
La Téne II), to the various regional 


Rhy soanemancebrtss Ate A.D. 43/44 to subsequent regional 


beginnings of Romano- 

British (none later than 

c. 80 south of the Tyne 
L and Solway). 


I have put the Period numbers in Arabic numerals, the 1, 2, 3, that we all most 
naturally write. It is the centuries that have Roman numerals, ‘II z.c.’, ‘I a.p.’. Phase 
letters are small letters, to avoid confusion with the culture letters A, B, C. 


THE CULTURES AND THEIR DIVISIONS 


The most widely used division of one culture into two parts has been that of A into 
At and A2. It might seem natural to fit this to the Period scheme, by declaring that ‘Ar’ 
was the A belonging to Period 1, and ‘A2’ to Period 2. But that will not do. What ifan A 
occupation somewhere lasts from Period 1 to Period 2 practically unaltered? This possi- 
bility at once shows up the fallacy. The 1 of ‘Ar’ is being made to denote both early 
cultural character and also early absolute date, in the hope that the one can never outlast 
the other. But it may! A second charge against the ‘Ar’, ‘A2’ device is that it is shown up 
still worse if applied to Iron B. The B cultures distinguished up to now are not so much 
chronologically distinct as geographically; much the same applies to C. If we number 
them off as “B1’, “B2’, etc., we should be using the numbers in yet another sense, geo- 
graphically; we have already got thirty geographical Regions, and with numbers flying 
about in so many different senses at once, we should soon go number-mad. What we 
need instead is a way of dividing A, B and C which does not conflict with the Period nor 
any other numbers. 
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Happily, in English or any other grammar, there are two chief sorts of numbers. 
‘One, Two, Three’ are cardinal numbers; it is these that we already have enough of. But 
the other sort remains, and these are the ordinal numbers, ‘First, Second, Third’. They are 
really adjectives. They come before their noun, not after. They are exactly what we want. 
We shall have not Iron ‘Ar’ and ‘A2’ cultures but Iron First A and Second A; First and 
Second and Third B; the same for C; and no confusion with the Periods. Yet there are 
more than three B cultures. Who will want to toil round to ‘Fifteenth B’: Happily again 
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Fig. 2. Scheme for the Pennine and Eastern Provinces 


we can be delivered—by the geographical system of five Provinces. Fifteen divided by 
these five becomes again three only. Dr. Kenyon has already begun to divide up A 
geographically,!® as well as B and C. So let A, and B, and C carry each their sequence of 
First and Second and Third, but divide these geographically by Provinces. I believe that 
this gives a smooth and clear terminology. One need not put in the ‘Iron’ every time, 
except in contrasts with Bronze Age or Romano-British. One will say “Eastern First A’, 
‘Southern Second B’, ‘Western Third C’, ‘South-Western Third B’, ‘Pennine Second A’, 
and so on. If Pennine A cannot yet be subdivided, one simply calls it “Pennine A’, and 
waits for more discoveries to bring it ordinals. 


16°See Note 14, pa. 
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The whole array of determinable cultures, lastly, like the hanks of an embroiderer’s 
coloured wools or silks, has to be stitched on to the net of absolute time, which our frame 
of Periods and Phases holds stretched between its bars. This is the way, it seems to me, to 
set about presenting our Iron Age as a living pattern. It remains to expound the pattern as 
a story. That is what I devoted most of last December’s lecture to attempting. I will do 
my best to summarise it now. 


Periop 1. Iron First A, beginnings and duration 


Before the Iron Age in southern Britain was the Late Bronze Age. Late Bronze 1 is 
quite remote from it, about 1000-750 B.c., and the heyday—as we can now declaret7— 
of the so-called Deverel-Rimbury people. They had not much to do with the chief thing 
then happening in Western Europe, that is, the westward advance of what is named the 
Urnfield culture—the precursor of Iron Age civilisation north of the Alps. In Late 
Bronze 2, however, the advance had brought this nearer.18 In the eighth-seventh cen- 
turies B.C. we have a fringe of “Urnfield’ settlements—though still no actual urnfields 
(cremation-cemeteries)—over in south-eastern and eastern Britain. Beyond, natives and 
remaining Deverel-Rimbury folk lived on; but some finds of ‘Urnfield’ bronzes, 
especially wagon parts and harness fittings, suggest adventurers farther north-west and 
north. On the Continent meanwhile, Iron Age civilisation in its turn was advancing west- 
wards, in the form that is named the Hallstatt culture, from South Germany (about 700 
B.C.) to East France (by about 650). It was thence carried south-west and south, and north 
into the Low Countries, but not yet as far west as Brittany. Now, already before 600, 
Hallstatt bronzes began to be brought to Britain, including swords (for not all at first 
were of iron).19 They are found not often, but widely scattered from the south-east to the 
north-east. I think this indicates fresh adventurers. Around the south-west there are more 
such Hallstatt bronzes, and among those in the Llyn Fawr hoard (Glamorgan) were a 
spear-head and sickle and Hallstatt sword of iron. In the Highland Zone generally such 
signs of Hallstatt intrusion are not frequent. The native bronze industry went on. In the 
Lowland, on the other hand, it went out. Products of it might here and there survive, and 
could of course be used as scrap, but that is all. Instead, there are the Hallstatt bronzes and 
also something else: socketed axes imported from Brittany, widespread and in quite tell- 
ing numbers.?° These are a thing essentially of this century, the sixth B.c.2" They plainly 


17 Margaret A. Brown (Smith), Proc. Prehist. Soc. XXV (1959), 144, 156-62, 185; the same and also Hawkes, 
in C.I.S.P.P. Actes V, Hamburg, 1958 (forthcoming). 

18 In France, Late Bronze 3: see N. K. Sandars, Bronze Age Cultures in France (Cambridge, 19 57). For Britain, 
see previous note (Hamburg Congress), and Anciq. Journ., XX VII (1957), 131 ff., 143, 187-90. 

19 Ibid., 188-90, and XIX (1939), 375-6; J. D. Cowen in Proc. Prehist. Soc., XVIII (1052) i120 fi 

20 Cyril Fox, The Personality of Britain, ed. 4 (Nat. Mus. Wales, 1943), 23, pl. x(a); E. Sprockhoff, 31 Bericht 
Rom.-Germ. Kommission, 19 41 (1942), HU, 120, Abb. 89. 

x They only just overlap the Breton ‘carp’s-tongue complex’ (Savory in Proc. Prehist. Soc., XIV (1948), but 
see Cowen and Hencken in C.I.S.P.P. Actes Madrid 1954, 639, 679, with Zephyrus, VU, 2 (1956), 125 ff.: its date 
is broadly seventh century). And next, they have Hallstatt associations: P. du Chatellier, Les Ep. préhist. et gaul. 
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tell that the Lowland Zone was no longer getting native Highland metal. Why? Surely 
because our Hallstatt adventurers were moving in—aliens to the country and its metal- 
merchants. They were roving and spying out the land. They had bronze gear of their 
own; but what was more, they came already knowing iron. That Lowland Britain had 
ironstone in plenty, still virtually ignored, they soon found out. If enough of their own 
people would follow them over, good land could be taken, iron worked, and all this 
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Fig. 3. Scheme for the Western and South-Western Provinces 


Correction: in the original drawing the Ordovices extended into region 23 (but not 24), and the Dobunni 
began no earlier than c. 30 B.c. 


country settled. (The Brittany bronze axes, useful meantime, would then have served 
their turn.) Some indeed preferred to try the Highland country, mainly the west, where 
Llyn Fawr points again to iron-prospecting; or even Ireland. Yet that meant only infiltra- 
tion. Lowland Britain could be colonised outright. Neither their Urnfield forerunners 
nor the remnants of older folk, with no use of iron nor near resource of bronze, could 
long prevent it. By the middle sixth century the colonists were coming. 

The first French Hallstatt culture, Hallstatt (= German “Hallstatt C’), was just then 


dans le Finistére (Rennes, 1907), 133-4, Guénoc hoard; P. R. Giot, Bull. Soc. préhist. fr., 1950, 338, Saint-Urnel-en- 
Plomeur. See also Ampurias, XIV (1952), 81-118, with refs.: Brittany trade to ‘island of Albiones’ attested now, 
from Atlantic traders’ reports, by the Greek ‘Massaliote Periplus’ preserved in the Ora Maritima of Avienus. 
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being improved in East France into Hallstatt II (= German ‘D’). The improvements 
spread thence outwards only partially, and not always quickly. Our colonists’ pottery, 
First A, most often has features of Hallstatt II, yet at times is still Hallstatt I 
(most obviously at Eastbourne) ;?2 that of All Cannings Cross has even Urnfield reminis- 
cences.?3 Of Hallstatt If metalwork we have a little,24 but the classic East French brooches 
never even reached the Channel.25 The colonists’ homes were partly in the Low Coun- 
tries (even beyond), whence the Hallstatt I bronze razors of Staple Howe (p. 17) can have 
come as late as c. 500, and partly in France outside the East.26 From France they are harder 
to date. In and round Brittany, Hallstatt need not have succeeded the socketed bronze axe 
phase till after 500. Yet neither Brittany nor Cornwall, with iron as well as copper and the 
famous tin, eluded it much longer.?7 The Greek explorer Pytheas, in the fourth century, 
plainly found Iron Age culture flourishing in both, and we now have a Cornish First A 
type site at Bodrifty.28 

Our Hallstatt colonising era, then, after the essential prelude of ‘adventuring’, ran 
from about 550 till towards 4oo: Phase ra. It brought First A culture in varying forms to 
much of the Southern Province, of the Eastern (whence the Pennine got it next),?9 of 
the South-Western, and also—to judge by Castell Odo (p. 20)—to parts of the Western 
coasts. The latest colonists of Period 1 came in Phase 1b. Their pottery, as at Long 
Wittenham on the Upper Thames,3° shows them already just touched by the continental 
culture that followed Hallstatt. This was the La Téne culture, which arose Within the fifth 
century on both sides of the Rhine, and quickly reached East France.3! Its first British 
reflections are not numerous, but are clear—this pottery, some early La Téne I brooches, 
the ‘Early Style’ daggers noticed by Mr. Jope below (p. 71). They should be placed before 
350. 


PERIOD 2. Iron Second A, and First and Second B (with “AB’) 


The First A people, like their western Hallstatt fathers, were without doubt Celtic. 
La Téne civilisation was wholly Celtic, and in this period it more and more affected 


22 Antiq. Journ, II (1922), 354 ff. 

23 With Cunnington (note 6), pls. 28-9, cf. Sandars, Br. Age Cultures in France, 215, fig. $4. Longbridge 
Deverell Cow Down (p. 18 below, Miss Chadwick) starts as an early First A site also. 

24 Antig. Journ., XX XVII, 191-8. 

5 See Dunning’s map for Wheeler in E. Eyre’s European Civilization, 11 (London, 1935), 241, fig. 13; the 
‘London’ spot is agreed now to be dubious. The Italian-type brooches found stray in Britain are still obscure, 
but may partly have made good the Hallstatt II deficiency; see D. B. Harden in Atti I. Congr. Internaz. di Pre- e 
Protostoria Mediterranea, Firenze, 1950 (1952), 315-24. 

26 E.g. the region north of the Loire which would have given them haematite for pottery-coating: K. P. 
Oakley in Wheeler’s Maiden Castle (Soc. Antiq., 1943), 379 ff. 

27 P. R. Giot, Bull. Soc. préhist. fr., 1950, 338; Jacquetta Hawkes, Archaeology of Jersey (Soc. Jers., 1939), 121-2, 
259 ff., Ville-es-Nouaux cremation-cemetery. 

28 Miss Dorothy Dudley in Arch. Journ., CXIII (1956), 1 ff. 

29 Dudley Waterman and others in Yorks Arch. Journ., 151 (1954), 383 ff.: Grafton, and Roomer Common 
Masham. 

30 H. N. Savory, Oxoniensia, II (1937), 8 ff. 

3x Which appears slightly earlier now, chiefly on account of the Mont-Lassois, Vix, and Heuneburg dis- 
coveries (cf. Antiq. Journ., XX XVII, 196-7), than when Mr. de Navarro wrote on them for Wheeler’s Maiden 
Castle (1943), 388 ff., or Paul Jacobsthal in Early Celtic Art (Oxford, 1944). 


II 


550 


500 


450 


| 400 


350 


300 


| 250 


200 


150 


INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY 


Britain. When Second A follows First A, it has two main characters. First, internal 
development from First A: ring-headed instead of Hallstatt swan-neck pins,3? and 
‘devolution’ in pottery. Secondly, more La Teéne influence from the Continent: in 
pottery, foot-ring instead of Hallstatt omphalos bases, and cordons instead of Urnfield— 
Hallstatt furrowing. Ornament on pottery and metalwork (La Téne I brooches) shows 
the linear and dotted conventions of the La Téne ‘Early Style’ (p. 71). These things begin 
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Fig. 4. Scheme for the Southern Province 


in Phase 2a, and the influence came from trading and social contact. No fresh immigrants 
are needed for the Minster Ditch (Oxford) scabbard, nor to found a Little Woodbury. 
Yet our first big La Téne bronze, the Cerrig-y-Drudion hanging bowl,33 is exotic, and is 
decorated in the second La Téne style, the “‘Waldalgesheim’, which arose about 350; 
rather like it are the Wisbech scabbard and the Box La Téne I brooch.34 Thus new immi- 
grants before 300 are conceivable. In general, however, curvilinear La Téne work in 
Britain must on all grounds be dated from 300 onwards, starting with Phase 2b. Then 
(and not from 250) began the invasions of the so-called Marnians. 


32 G. C. Dunning in Arch. Journ., XCI (1934), 278 ff. On brooches, see Margaret Fowler ibid., CX (1953), 
88 ff. 

33 Cyril Fox, Pattern and Purpose: Early Celtic Art in Britain (Nat. Mus. Wales, 1958), 1-2, fig. I. 

34 Ibid., fig. 2, and 16-17, fig. 13d (but the scroll needs drawing on the flat to be appreciated). 
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The culture they brought, from North-East France or farther, is our First B, 
Southern and then Eastern. The Southern has pedestal and carinated vases, Swiss bent 
silver ring, and La Téne Ic brooches.35 What of westerly invasions tooz We know 
scarcely anything of Wales at this time; the Second A hill-forts, now multiplying 
throughout the Southern Province, have counterparts in the Northern Marches, but not 
too closely dated. The South-Western Province, as well as its Second A (Dainton, 
Devon), and its mysterious Spain-Portugal connections, has also Brittany invaders within 
Period 2, whose best pots, as at Castle Dore,3® have La Téne scroll ornament but are hard 
to date very early. Chun Castle, the Harlyn Bay inhumation cemetery, the Cornish and 
Dartmoor settlements and the hill-slope forts,37 are not yet interrelated clearly. East 
Devon, nearest to the Southern Province, and with hill-forts not dissimilar, has at least 
one built by B folk mixed with natives, Blackbury Castle.38 Its “barbican’ recalls that of 
Maiden Castle at its second stage (South Wessex), also of Period 2, which however was a 
local Second A work. Such mixtures of new B folk with A natives need a fresh descriptive 
term, not in the south-west only, but in general. The usual term has been ‘AB’; I think it 
should always have a geographic adjective, and be restricted to sites where B elements 
still stand out as strangers beside the native A. The culture of Dr. Kenyon’s Breedon-on- 
the-Hill, which certainly starts within Period 2,39 and has A-like scored pottery with B 
rotary querns, might thus be called “Trent AB’. 

Normally, this stage was transitional: it led to an amalgamated culture, with the A 
indissoluble from the B. It is this that has usually been called ‘AB’: the later Trundle or 
Newhaven Castle Hill;4° the later Little Woodbury, with smooth dark ware supplanting 
haematite; Southcote, Frilford, the later Hunsbury.4t But this culture runs into Period 3. 
Its art in metal shows purely British schools, which are yet of La Téne tradition; its pins 
and its novel brooches—elongated, involuted, inflated, or penannular—are original. Its 
bivallate or multivallate fort-defences, if we follow Mr. Rivet (p. 31), are original too. I 
therefore call it Second B. It is the British counterpart of La Téne II culture abroad; but 
when that was forming, from about 250 onwards, it had begun to develop independently. 
In the South, by the end of Period 2, it was nearly universal. Eastern Second B is the 
‘Arras culture’ of the Yorkshire graves and eastern metalwork continuing into Period 3. 
Western Second B was by no means universal, and perhaps did not develop before 

35 Hawkes in Antiq. Journ., XX (1940), 115-21, and Sussex Arch. Colls., LX XX (1939), 217-62; but is not all 
Park Brow I of Period 2? 

36 C. A. Ralegh Radford, Journ. R. Inst. Cornwall, n.s.I., Appendix (1951). His general review of the South- 
ern British Iron Age, Proc. Prehist. Soc., XX (1954), 1 ff. 

pi AilecnsEOx in Arca journ., CLXI(1952), 11 

38 Alison Young and K. M. Richardson, Proc. Devon Arch. Expl. Soc., V, 2-3 (1954-5), 43-67. 

39 Trans. Leics. Arch. Soc., X XVI (1950), 17 ff. The penannular brooch, fig. 7, 2, is of the early thick-hooped 
type (cf. W. Watson in Antiq. Journ., X XVII (1947), 178 ff.), and the querns need no longer be dated late by 
Maiden Castle (pp. 14-15 below). 

4°'See note 11. 

41 J. W. Brailsford, Proc. Prehist. Soc., XIV (1948), 1 ff; C. M. Piggott and W. A. Seaby, ibid., III (1937), 
43 ff.; Clare Fell in Arch. Journ., XCIII (1936), 63 ff, with W. F. Grimes in Aspects of Archaeology: Essays 


presented to O. G. S. Crawford (ed. Grimes, London, 1951), 164-6; and on decorated pottery, Proc. Prehist. Soc., 
XVIII (1952), 160 ff. 
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Period 3; Lydney (West Gloucestershire) is a familiar type-site. To South-Western 
Second B we shall return. 


Pertop 3. Second B and Third B; First C, Second C, and Third C 


In the second century, the Continent took a hand in Britain again. For instance, 
before the end of Period 2, swords and scabbards of La Téne II type were being made 
here.4? It is in these, indeed, that we first see the new British style of engraved decoration, 
which from Phase 3a—a possible date for the Llyn Cerrig plaque as well—went on to 
create the “Mirror Style’.43 But now from Belgic Gaul, where ‘Germanic’ irruption was 
starting to upset the old Marnian culture, there was brought to the Lower Thames 
country our first wave of gold coins—Allen’s Gallo-Belgic A (p. 100), dated from about 
150. There and occasionally beyond, too, we have a few La Téne brooches and fresh 
swords. The second wave followed; and the third, dated from about 100, brings us to the 
time—after Rome had conquered Provence, and repulsed the Cimbric invaders from the 
north—when the leading parts of Gaul were moving from La Téne II to La Téne III cul- 
ture. This, with its wheel-made cordoned pottery and the rest, is what we have in south- 
eastern Britain as Iron C—First C we now must say—following the early coins. The 
whole sequence stands for invasion from Belgic Gaul, which is vouched for independently 
by Caesar. These people came first to plunder, he recorded, and only afterwards to 
settle.44 Have we any Belgic pottery as early as the coins, of Phase 3a? In 3b, anyhow, we 
have our classic First C sites and cremation cemeteries, continuing through 3c: Aylesford 
and Swarling, Shoebury, Wheathampstead, and so on. The first two waves of coins, thus, 
should mean primarily warlike lodgements in the land, leading on to more solid settle- 
ment with the third. Yet this is a great change from our old date “75 B.c.’ for the first 
invaders. We have Belgae of some sort round the Lower Thames from 150 onwards. 
Moreover, there are in several quarters ‘late’ B cultures—further to the Second B that we 
know already—which must be updated too. Not necessarily farther than Phase 3b, for 
they mostly have La Téne III elements: they will be Third B cultures. The ‘South- 
Eastern B’ pottery, and Sussex ‘ABC’ (p. 2), make a South-Eastern Third B, developed 
from the Wealden form of Second B, and with refugees from Caesar as its last recruits. 
Such refugees brought in a further wave of Gallo-Belgic coins (Mr. Allen’s E). Yet 
others, from Brittany this time, have been credited with the B culture of South Wessex, 
centred on Maiden Castle. But the tribe there was the Durotriges, and their silver coins 
were being issued already before Caesar’s coming. Mr. Allen has updated them as he has 


# Stuart Piggott, Proc. Prehist. Soc., XVI (1950), 5 ff. (Group II); on dating, cf. XXI (1955), 211-12. 

43 Fox, Pattern and Purpose, 84-105; plaque, 33, and his Find of the Early Iron Age at Llyn Cerrig Bach (Nat. 
Mus. Wales, 1946), 46 ff. Are not the ‘up-dating’ considerations observed below (pp. 14-15) consistent with an 
earlier start, i.e. a less rapid pace, for the artistic sequence that he has traced and there expounded? 


44 De Bello Gallico, V, 12, 1-2. On Caesar’s British expeditions, 55 and 54 B.c., see C. E. Stevens, Antiquity, 
XXI (1947), 6 ff. 
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their Gallo-Belgic prototypes; furthermore, they appear in the new Le Catillon hoard in 
Jersey, which is itself of Caesar’s time (p. 106).45 This B is thus pre-Caesar. It is a local 
variant of Southern Second B with Brittany trade contacts, arising hardly before Phase 
3b, and best named Southern Third B. What Brittany refugees from Caesar can have 
helped to form was the local C: its pottery has types clearly derived from what were 
theirs till Caesar came, as Wheeler showed by his Brittany expedition.4° This Southern 
Third C, therefore, was formed in 56-50 B.c., not later.47 

The B of the South-Western Province, when we mect it in the Glastonbury Lake- 
Village, has become a nearly complete La Téne III culture, extended from Cornwall and 
Devon to the Mendips. In this final stage it should be called South-Western Third B. Its 
progression from the Second B stage will belong to Phase 3b, being connected with the 
trade from Brittany recorded by Caesar (who stopped it in 56), and reflected in Cornish 
cliff-castles and in cordoned pottery.48 Cornwall, no later, received some of the “duck’- 
impressed ware, of apparent Spain-Portugal affinities, which is found (slightly varied) in 
some hill-forts of the Western Province, mainly in the Cotswolds and in Herefordshire.49 
This surely does mark there an intrusive culture: Western Third B. It intruded among the 
local Second B folk—or sometimes perhaps retarded “Third A’:—and in the Cotswolds 
at least was not dislodged till well within Phase 3c. Elsewhere in the Western Province 
there was by then something that might be called “Western AB’ did we know more of it 
(Mr. Hogg has called it ‘Secondary’); the Pennine Province had something similar, with 
eventually a touch of C as well.s° 

The history of C in the South, finally, can be followed from both coins and sites. 
First C became the Catuvellaunian realm, stretching at last, under Cunobelin, from 
Essex and Kent into the Midlands. Districts of Eastern Third C, beyond it, are indicated 
here and there, but otherwise we may think of the Iceni, if not the Coritani too, as 
variously Eastern Second and Third B. Second C, from West Sussex to the Middle 
Thames, was created by Belgae coming probably from several quarters, in Sussex prob- 
ably first before Caesar, and at latest by refugees from him. The sequel, filling all 3c, was 
the realm of Commius and his sons, and outliers from it west in Wiltshire. From this, the 
East Somerset and Cotswold regions derived what I call the Western Third C culture, 
which history and coins assign to the Dobunni. In 3c iii, Cunobelin’s time, the Cotswold 
Dobunni at least were allied with the Catuvellauni, as the Bagendon excavations have 


45 J. Colbert de Beaulieu in Proc. Prehist. Soc., XXIV (1958), 201-10. 

46 R. E. M. Wheeler and K. M. Richardson, Hill-Forts of Northern France (Soc. Antiq., 1957); cf. Antiquity, 
XXXII (1958), 154 ff. 

47 Despite J. W. Brailsford, Proc. Prehist. Soc., XXIV (1958), 101-19, it has a Belgic element too. 

48 This will then start earlier (as at the Gurnard’s Head cliff-castle, Arch. Journ., XCVII (1940), A. S. R. 
Gordon) than Mrs. Murray-Threipland has suggested in reporting on the St. Mawgan-in-Pyder excavations, 
Arch. Journ., CXUI (1956), 33 ff, 53 ff. 

49 Bredon Hill: Thalassa Cruso Hencken in Arch. Journ., XCV (1938), 1 ff.; Sutton Walls: K. M. Kenyon, 
ibid £0530 ft: 

50 A.H. A. Hogg, Antiquity, XXXII (1958), 189, with W. J. Varley, ‘The Hill-Forts of the Welsh Marches’, 
Arch. Journ., CV (1948), 41 ff.; Pennine: R.E. M. Wheeler, The Stanwick Fortifications (Soc. Antiq., 1954). 
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shown.5! There are C sites between them on the Upper Thames. The story is now passing 
into history. One can memorise 3c i by the coming of Commius, about $0 B.c.; 3c ii by 
the creation of commerce with the Roman Empire, about 15 B.c.;5? and 3c iii by Cuno- 
belin, from about a.p. to. And last there comes 3d, and the Roman Empire’s domination. 


st By Mrs. E. M. Clifford; to be published shortly as a monograph. 
52 For this, see once for all C. E. Stevens, in Aspects of Archaeology (1951: see note 41), 332-44. 
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Some Smaller Settlements: A Symposium 


by PRoressor W. F. GRIMES, C.B.E., M.A., F.S.A. 


T has long been clear that in addition to the hill-forts and the open villages there were 

throughout the Iron Age enclosed sites (whether or not they are to be described as 

fortified’) which provided for smaller units of population than were accommodated 
in the large settlements. Enclosures of this class first appear, indeed, in the Late Bronze 
Age; and while many no doubt await recognition they must represent an important 
element in the population of their time. The attention given to Little Woodbury has per- 
haps inhibited the realisation that these smaller units could vary in size and might relate 
to social and economic entities larger than or different from the family group which 
seems to be appropriate to Little Woodbury itself. Such sites do not appear to have been 
limited to any particular phase of the Iron Age, but it is not yet clear whether the varied 
forms in which they occur are susceptible of any grouping or classification except in a 
broad sense. The summaries of recent investigations of widely distributed sites of this 
category in the following pages serve to illustrate their main features as they are at 
present known. 


Staple Howe, Knapton, East Yorkshire, by T. C. M. Brewster 


Staple Howe is a small steep-sided, hog-backed chalk knoll, the whole of whose flat 
top, about 170 by 40 feet, as well as part of its less steep slopes, was taken up with the 
occupation-area. This knoll is over 75 feet high and the gradients of its sides are such that 
it 1s a position of considerable natural strength. The settlement was enclosed by a palisade 
which in the first phase of the occupation had been comparatively light, with a main 
entrance in one of the longer sides (south), and two subsidiary entrances, one at the north- 
east end, the other just west of the main entrance. In the second phase the area was 
extended and a stronger palisade constructed, only the southern, main, entrance being 
retained. Modifications in the third and final phase consisted in the redesigning of this 
entrance, modified or additional palisades being introduced to produce an S-curved 
approach, and in a re-cutting of the entire palisade trench. 

Within the enceinte the remains of four structures were found. At both ends of the 
oval enclosure were two round huts with porch entrances facing south-east; between 
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them and rather to the north was a third hut of oval outline. Of the two round huts that 
to the west was the better preserved, 31 feet in diameter, with post-holes for roof 
supports, slots which are considered to have held an upright loom, an open hearth and 
remains of a clay oven. The oval hut, 30 feet east to west by 20 feet, had been quarried 
into the solid chalk so that its southern wall was formed by the natural rock, the remain- 
ing walls being constructed of chalk slabs. Its entrance, unprotected by a porch, opened 
to the east. Here too were the remains of an oven, with a hearth near the western end and 
a system of water-collecting channels and pits linked, in one case, with the external drip- 
gully of the hut. This oval hut belonged to the first phase of the occupation and seems to 
have been abandoned before, or just after the second palisade was built. 

A fourth structure on the hill-top south-east of the oval dwelling was represented by 
five large post-holes, all more than 2 feet deep. These suggest a box-shaped building 
about 9 feet square. It would have been too small and massive for a hut and seems best 
explained as a raised granary. 

Material finds were abundant both on the hut-floors and in the palisade-trenches. 
The agricultural basis of the community was demonstrated by the presence of carbonised 
wheat. Weaving and netting equipment was abundant, as were various implements of 
bone and stone. Ornaments of jet also occurred fairly commonly. Iron was rare; but there 
were a number of bronze objects, including, in particular, three razors of Hallstatt C type. 
The very abundant pottery included both burnished and coarse wares. Decoration was 
incised and ‘slashed’ in various patterns on the burnished bowls; and cooking-pots, both 
large and small, were decorated with finger-tip and finger-nail impressions and with 
applied bands. Ceramic resemblances, both in form and ornament, are closer to the 
West Harling—Fengate series than to the Scarborough group. 

The evidence of the Hallstatt C razors points to the settlement having been first 
established by 500 B.c. or earlier. It is unlikely, on structural grounds, that the occupation 
lasted more than a few decades; it must have ceased in the first quarter of the fifth 
century B.C. 


Early Iron Age Enclosures on Longbridge Deverill Cow Down, Wiltshire, by Sonia Chadwick 


Longbridge Deverill Cow Down is part of the ridge of chalk downland enclosed by 
the loop of the River Wylye just to the south of Warminster. Apart from an extensive 
field-system the visible feature of the down was a D-shaped enclosure, about an acre in 
extent, defined by a ditch 20 feet wide and 9 feet deep where excavated, with slight traces 
of an external bank. The entrance was a solid causeway at the mid-point of the straight 
side of the enclosure. The ditch was sectioned close to the causeway and unweathered 
sherds of an Iron Age A storage jar were found in the primary silting. 

The only structure in this enclosure was a large round timber house, so feet in over- 
all diameter, set close to the entrance and with its porch opening at a slant on to the cause- 
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way. The features revealed by excavation consisted of three concentric rings of post-holes, 
the main, and middle, ring being composed of twenty-seven holes and sockets, 18 to 30 
inches deep, for vertical posts up to a foot in diameter. The presence of cob in these post- 
holes suggests that they formed the outer wall of the house and they give a diameter of 
38 feet for the interior. The shallow outer ring of post-sockets must have contained posts 
that supported the projecting eaves of the house, or perhaps a lean-to construction used 
for storage and byres. On either side of the rectangular porch, beam-slots linking two or 
three of the outer ring post-sockets suggest that some sort of weather boarding may have 
been employed at this point. In its size and character the house recalls that at Little 
Woodbury but with the fundamental difference that it lacked the massive central post 
structure. This is replaced here only by a rough circle of seven small post-holes, of vary- 
ing depths, which cannot have supported heavy timbers, and by a complex of stake-holes 
just inside the door that seem to have held a screen, or some similar light structure. In the 
present state of knowledge of Iron Age house-types a satisfactory reconstruction. is 
difficult. 

Ploughing had destroyed most traces of the interior arrangements of the house, but 
on the left side from the door was the emplacement for an upright loom and, in the top- 
soil above it were the broken fragments of chalk loom-weights. All the domestic refuse 
was confined to this side of the house, suggesting that this was the living area, with the 
sleeping quarters on the other, unlittered side. Finds included spindle-whorls, quern frag- 
ments, bone tools, bones of ox, sheep and pig, burnt flints, and pottery. Among the 
pottery coarse wares predominated; and many fragments of coarse ware with finger-tip 
ornament on rim or shoulder, together with finer haematite wares and sherds of furrowed 
bowls, assign the occupation to the Southern First A culture. Moreover, the occupation 
was apparently of comparatively short duration, since there is little evidence for structural 
change or repair before the house was finally burnt down. 

In addition to the D-shaped enclosure (a) described above, air photographs taken by 
Dr. St. Joseph revealed two more enclosures—both much larger in area, and both 
invisible on the surface: enclosure B adjacent to A, and c lying several hundred feet to the 
north. Both enclosures were bounded by irregularly cut ditches, up to 5 feet in depth 
where excavated. Enclosure B was roughly oval in shape with a broad entrance where its 
boundary ditch formed small antennae. This ditch had almost completely silted up before 
Enclosure a was dug across the entrance, although, since the corners of a lie exactly over 
the antennae of the ditch of s, it was clearly still the functioning boundary of the settle- 
ment. Thus, there was a considerable time lapse between the construction of the two 
enclosures, although, from the pottery in their ditch fillings, both must have been made 
by people of the Iron A culture. The relationship of the house to these two enclosures is 
not so clear. Its position close by the causeway of enclosure a might be thought to suggest 
contemporaneity were it not for the fact that it would have blocked the entrance com- 
pletely. Moreover, although the ditch of a is directly outside the door there was a 
suggestive lack of domestic refuse in the excavated sections. Except for the few sherds of 
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pottery the filling was clean chalk. These two factors suggest that the house had gone out 
of use before enclosure A was constructed, and that its position by the causeway was quite 
fortuitous. The house, then, probably belongs to an early phase of the occupation of 
enclosure B. 

The excavation of a limited area of enclosure B produced working hollows, grain 
storage pits, and other features rendered familiar by the publication of Little Woodbury. 
The pottery and small finds indicated an extensive occupation from First A to Second B. 
In view of this it is probable that somewhere within the unexcavated area of the site is at 
least one more dwelling house contemporary with the later occupation and successive to 
that described here. 


Muntham Court, Findon, Sussex, by G. A. Holleyman 


Muntham Court is a hill-top site on the chalk about two miles west of Cissbury. 
Here, around and beneath a circular Romano-British shrine, were the remains of a 
settlement occupied by Iron Age A people. 

The area was a maze of post-holes, over 900 being recorded during the excavations, 
together with a complex of shallow depressions like those at Little Woodbury, and 
bedding-trenches and a palisade evidently enclosing a compound. There was no sugges- 
tion of hut-floors or of hearths, but many of the post-holes had been recut, and the com- 
plications were such that it was not possible to produce any ordered interpretation of the 
different elements. The exceptions to this were groups of six post-holes to hold timbers 
9 to 12 inches in diameter. These holes were found never to have been recut: they covered 
an area about 10 feet by 8 feet and suggest granaries. In contrast there was only one 
storage pit on the area of the site excavated. Occupation material was not heavy; but 
triangular clay loom-weights, conical spindle whorls, and a quantity of animal bones 
were found, together with a fair range of pottery characteristic of the Iron Age A 
cultures of Sussex, including a few pedestal bases like those from Park Brow. 


Castell Odo, Aberdaron, Caernarvonshire, by L. Alcock 


Castell Odo, an embanked hill-top settlement at the extreme south-west tip of 
Caernarvonshire, was excavated by the Department of Archaeology of University 
College, Cardiff, on behalf of the Caernarvonshire Historical Society, in April 1958 and 
1959. As the effect of the second season was to modify some of the interpretations put 
forward at the Iron Age Conference, both years’ results are taken into account here. 

The earliest defensive work on the site was a palisade trench, which was found 
beneath the later outer bank of the settlement in one cutting; the other cuttings suggested 
that this trench had never been completed. The settlement for which the palisade had 
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been projected was of timber houses, probably circular in plan. One of these had been 
burned down perhaps during an attack on the settlement. Amid the charcoal and refuse of 
this house was a considerable quantity of coarse, thick-walled, heavily gritted pottery, 
which included sherds from large shouldered jars and finger-printed rims. While the 
fabric appears to be in the native Highland Zone tradition, the pot forms are clearly 
intrusive and seem to represent an invasion of Iron Age A peoples. In the absence of 
metalwork, a precise date for this intrusion is impossible but the pottery must clearly be 
assigned to the Western First A culture. 

The subsequent history of the settlement saw the erection, probably in two stages, of 
two roughly circular earthen banks with stone revetments front and rear. The material 
for these banks was obtained from shallow scoops; there were no ditches. Round stone 
house-foundations, about twenty-four feet in diameter, appear to be associated with the 
banks. In the absence of any finds there is no means of dating this phase, or of determining 
its cultural connections. Finally, the revetment to the entrance through the banks was 
deliberately demolished and robbed, and more circular stone houses were built over the 
ruins of both ramparts. Despite the absence of Roman material from south-west 
Caernarvonshire, it may be suggested that the slighting of the ramparts took place under 
Roman pressure, perhaps in the last quarter of the first century A.D. 


Settlements at Draughton, Northants., Colsterworth, Lincs., and Heathrow, Middlesex, by 
W. F. Grimes 


These three sites were explored during the Second World War as part of the scheme 
devised by the Ministry of Works for the examination of historic monuments threatened 
with destruction by defence works. Though in a sense rescue-operations, all three excava- 
tions were conducted in accordance with the archacological requirements of the sites 
apart from limitations of time and (occasionally) in the areas available for digging. The 
amount of time devoted to each site, however, was at least equal to that which would 
normally be allowed for the excavation of a comparable earthwork; and in making the 
inevitable choice of objectives it was decided to strip as much as possible of the area of the 
enclosure in order to obtain a complete plan, even if this meant at times the neglect of 
details. 

Draughton is on the Jurassic Way about eight miles north-east of Northampton 
(O.S. One-inch sheet 133; NGR 776766). Its single bank and ditch enclosed an area about 
100 feet across internally; and the general form of the earthwork, combined with the fact 
that the ditch was continuous across the entrance, suggested that it might be of medieval 
date. Just north of the entrance a short ditch opened radially from the main ditch, fading 
out down a slight slope after about 85 feet. The position is by no means a strong one and 
the site cannot be said to have any military significance. 

Clearance of the area revealed three huts, A, B and C (see plan, fig. 5). Of these, A 
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Fig. 5. Draughton, Northants: Iron Age settlement: simplified plan, as excav 
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was a good deal larger than the other two, with an internal diameter of 34 feet. It was 
defined by a continuous roof-water gully 3 feet deep. B had an irregular gully enclosing 
an area 20 feet across; C an evenly cut penannular gully ro feet in diameter internally. 
The post-holes within the gullies were not arranged according to any recognisable plan. 
The huts were ranged round the eastern and southern sides of the enclosure, the north- 
eastern quadrant of which was featureless apart from a few scattered post-holes. The main 
entrance arrangements were of simple type, with a narrow gate-opening and the 
beginnings of a slight palisade on the rampart-top on each side. 

The feature of the site, however, was the provision for surface drainage, rendered 
necessary by the impervious nature of the boulder clay. Each of the smaller huts had been 
equipped with an overflow gully or sump as an extension to the gully enclosing the hut 
floor. The large hut had a gully on its north-east side which was prolonged through the 
main entrance gateway and discharged into the outer ditch. The ditch here was lined 
with large slabs of sandstone and there were suggestions that the overflow gully had 
been at least partly covered in with slabs. 

Finds included pottery of Iron Age A tradition; but there was also a small amount of 
fine ware with curvilinear ornament incorporating a continuous scroll with ‘dimples’ in 
the lobes, obviously of the same general class as the well-known decorated ware from 
Hunsbury.! Metal was rare, but a quantity of high-grade ironstone no doubt holds the clue 
to the purpose and unusual siting of the settlement. With supplies of ironstone near at 
hand and just within the area of the boulder clay it was well placed both for iron-ore and 
for the supplies of timber that would have been required for iron-smelting. Draughton 
would therefore seem to be a settlement of a small group of iron-workers, one of many 
that must have operated along the line of the Jurassic Way. It would have been earlier in 
date than the classic Iron Age site of Hunsbury, but its occupation would have been of 
much shorter duration and its contacts much less extensive. 


Colsterworth (O.S. One-inch sheet 122; NGR 94523 I) was an irregular almost 
D-shaped enclosure defined by a single bank and ditch, with a simple entrance at about 
the middle of the straighter western side. The area enclosed was about 240 feet by 
210 feet (fig. 6). 

Here also hut-sites were defined by drip-water gullies; but the huts were usually 
smaller, with diameters of 20 to 35 feet. There was one outstandingly large hut with a 
bigger gully enclosing an area 44 feet across. The huts were concentrated along the 
northern and eastern sides of the enclosure: the remainder of the site as far as it could be 
seen was featureless. Intersections of some of the gullies indicate that the structures were 
not all of one ‘period’, and the plan is more complicated than that of Draughton, 
suggesting a longer occupation. The period also was later. The pottery, mainly from hut- 
gullies, is preponderantly Belgic in type and includes butt-beakers of developed form, 

* Some of this pottery from Draughton is figured in Grimes, Aspects of Archaeology, pp. 160-1. 
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Fig. 6. Colsterworth, Lincs.: Iron Age settlement 
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and grooved and cordoned bowls. Other finds were one or two fragments of Roman 
glass and a simple bronze brooch. The whole suggests an occupation broadly of the 
mid-first century A.D. 


Heath Row (‘Caesar’s Camp’) Harmondsworth! (O.S. One-inch sheet 170; NGR 
805766) was a quadrangular enclosure defended by a single much ploughed-out bank and 
ditch with simple entrance to the south (fig. 7). The overall dimensions were about 450 
feet each way. Practically the whole of the internal area was seen and examined with 
some care, and the ditch, sectioned in one place, was found to be of some size (20 feet 
wide by 8 feet deep). 

The huts, defined by well-cut gullies up to 33 feet across, were distributed round the 
margin of the enclosure, particularly in the northern half. There had been some renewal 
and replacement, and a larger irregular enclosure had been inserted amongst the huts at a 
time when the gullies of huts in contact with it had become silted up. The huts totalled 
eleven in all. The feature of the general layout of the site at all periods must have been the 
emptiness of its southern half: here there were concentrations of occupation-material, but 
apparently no buildings. 

Outweighing all other structures, however, was the temple, set out with its long axis 
east-west at about the middle of the western side of the site. Its central element was 
evidently solidly constructed, with massive post-holes at the corners and door-jambs 
which must have taken the main weight of the roof, and sleeper-trenches for the walls. 
The shrine, as it must presumably be called, was 18 by 15 feet externally. The colonnade 
enclosing it gave the building overall dimensions of about 36 by 31 feet, with the possible 
but by no means certain addition of a portico to the east. The posts of the colonnade also 
were large (up to 21 inches in diameter) and they had been frequently renewed, suggest- 
ing that the temple had had a long life. 

In addition to the hut gullies there was a limited number of shallow pits. The finds 
consisted almost entirely of pottery, but there was one cylindrical loomweight of baked 
clay. The occupation evidently began in an early phase of Iron Age A and continued into 
Iron Age B. It must be assumed that the temple continued in existence throughout this 
time. The last structure on the site suggests that there was an unrealised intention to pro- 
long or renew its use in the Roman period. This was an unfinished boundary ditch, of 
symmetrical trapezoidal plan, which strongly suggested the temenos of a Romano-Celtic 
temple. The only sherd of Roman pottery from the site came from its filling. 


The exploration of smaller settlements of the general class of those described above 
has a value of more than one kind, particularly when the excavation of the site is com- 
plete or nearly so. For the excavator, concerned with the practical problems of investiga- 

t For an illustrated interim report on this site see also Archaeology I (1948), 74-8. 
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tion and interpretation they provide a picture of the over-all pattern of occupation in 
uncomplicated form which gives guidance in the excavation of larger and less simple 
settlements. There is, indeed, much to be said for a programme of total excavation of 


selected small Iron Age settlements, simply as a preliminary to any further attacks on the 
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Fig. 7. Heathrow, Middlesex: Iron Age settlement: simplified plan as excavated, with (inset) plan of temple 


larger hill-forts, and quite independently of their own intrinsic importance. The more 
complete excavations in this series emphasise especially the dangers that may attend con- 
clusions drawn on the limited excavation of a large area. Staple Howe, Draughton, 
Colsterworth and Heath Row all demonstrate that anything from a quarter to nearly half 
of an enclosure may be without structural traces of occupation at any given time. Excava- 
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tion of an area of hut concentration, therefore, may exaggerate the intensity of settlement, 
just as the excavation of the ‘empty’ space may unduly minimise it. It hardly needs saying 
that such over-simplification presents food for thought not only to the excavator. Con- 
clusions as to social and economic conditions, not to mention population figures, have 
been drawn from such partial excavations. The truth is likely to be that the solution is 
more difficult of attainment that we have been ready to allow; and that we have been mis- 
leading ourselves in assuming that we can draw general conclusions from the partial 
excavation of any site, at any rate until we know much more than we do at present about 
the total occupation-pattern appropriate to the class to which the site belongs. For a large 
hill-fort the attainment of such knowledge must involve a very prolonged period of 
meticulous work; in the meantime, complete excavation of smaller sites seems appro- 
priate both to the present state of development of the subject and, unfortunately, to the 
resources in money and organisation that are available for archaeological research. 

Questions of excavation policy apart, the sites here described demonstrate, as has 
already been said, that the smaller settlements of our period are by no means only of 
Little Woodbury type. The social unit could clearly vary considerably in size. Staple 
Howe and Draughton might well represent single family groups, if large ones. Heath 
Row and Colsterworth, on the other hand, must have been made up at least of a number 
of family units. The economic background also could vary, with Draughton engaged in 
iron-winning rather than farming as its primary activity. Hints of social grading of some 
sort are perhaps to be seen in the noteworthy variations in hut-sizes, particularly at 
Colsterworth, where one hut especially is outstanding amongst the many smaller huts 
that make up the larger settlement: at Draughton the differences might indicate only 
differences of use. 

The evidence of these sites also suggests that no chronological or cultural significance 
attaches to the variations that they embody. Heath Row and Colsterworth are at opposite 
ends of the period and their cultural background is different; but they could not have been 
very different in size. While, therefore, further work may demonstrate that farmsteads of 
the Little Woodbury type are distinctive of Wessex (though other forms may occur 
there also) it must at present be dangerous to attach any one class of settlement to a 
particular cultural phase or region. 

It is well to remember also that there are many other small settlements which do not 
conform with those described in the above summaries. As air photographs of the Thames 
valley and other areas show, such sites are abundant and must represent a considerable 
element of the population that occupied the gravel terraces during the Iron Age. The late 
Major Allen’s photographs of the complicated crop-mark sites at Eynsham, Stanton 
Harcourt! and elsewhere display small enclosures many of which could not have con- 
tained more than one hut of any size. These sites may be roughly grouped from the evi- 
dence of the photographs into perhaps four or five different types, the basic differences 
being between those which are rectilinear and those which are curvilinear in outline. But 


1 For Eynsham, Antiquity, VII, 296; for Stanton Harcourt, Oxoniensia, VII/IX, pls. i, ii (cf. fig. 9), x. 


27 


INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY 


no attempt has been made to study them systematically, though the return for a policy of 
planned selective excavation might be out of all proportion to the labour involved. 
Again, the evidence of date at present available points to a wide range within the Iron 
Age,? and there is a strong Belgic element much of which appears to be pre-Roman and 
must relate to the Belgic colonisation of the area. From the evidence of the air photo- 
graphs alone it is clear that many of these small enclosures were re-dug, with little varia- 
tion from one version to the next. Excavation confirms this. Site 8 at Linch Hill Corner, 
Stanton Harcourt3 produced a succession of two re-cuttings both associated with pottery 
of Belgic type and suggesting periodic reoccupation over intervals which were not so 
long that the pot-forms could undergo marked development. While some of the larger 
sites, like Lechlade, appear to be associated with fields or compounds, the smaller ones 
occur in isolation; and though they may lie within large enclosures it cannot be proved 
(or, for that matter, disproved) that they belong to one another. In spite of what has 
already been done, therefore, many questions relating to these valley-gravel enclosures 
have yet to be answered; and they are the more important because in the virtual absence 
of hill-forts they are the chief repositories of the evidence bearing on the history and 
development of the Iron Age in their areas. 

The smaller enclosures in upland country present problems of their own. Castell 
Odo is deceptive in the impression that it gives of a small hill-fort mounted in a promi- 
nent position, though there may be a more definitely defensive element about Staple 
Howe: the problem with such sites is to determine the purpose that their palisades and 
banks had in the minds of their occupants. On the other hand, many of the ‘smaller 
settlements’ of Wales are indeed fortified sites, differing only in scale from works belong- 
ing to the hill-fort or comparable (e.g. promontory fort) class. The difficulty here is only 
too often to distinguish between settlements of pre-Roman and post-Roman Iron Age 
date: nothing less. Leaving aside Mr. Alcock’s productive site at Dinas Powis, Glamorgan, 
the distinctive structural characters of the different phases cannot yet be clearly isolated; 
and while an occupation in the Roman period may well produce the necessary pottery 
and other material, the non-Roman phases are too often unproductive, particularly in 
pottery. Some at least of these gaps will be filled in time; but whatever may be the out- 
come of the application of natural science methods to problems of dating, understanding 
of the cultural background of any settlement or group of settlements must depend on the 
purely archaeological material associated with it. Here, as in so much else, the answer 
seems to lie most hopefully in more work, undertaken selectively and systematically with 
long-term objectives in mind. 

2 See, for instance, Langford Down, Lechlade Oxoniensia, XI/XII, 44-60; Beard Mill, Stanton Harcourt 


(ibid., XVI, 5-22). 
3 Oxoniensia, VIN/TX, 47-60. 
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Some of the Problems of Hill-Forts 


by A. L. F. RIVET, M.A., F.S.A. 


INCE most of my contribution results from work done in preparation for the forth- 

coming Ordnance Survey Map of Southern Britain in the Iron Age, I must begin 

with the customary caution that nothing I say must be taken down and used in 
evidence against the Ordnance Survey. This map covers the southern half of Britain— 
everything, that is to say, south of a line drawn from Scarborough to the Isle of Man— 
and naturally hill-forts figure very largely in it. Indeed the first point to which I would 
draw attention is their very great number. Taking the term in its broadest sense—what 
we propose to call ‘Hill-forts and similar defended enclosures’—there are no fewer than 
1,386 to be shown. About half of these—actually 794—are small works enclosing less 
than three acres, but that still leaves some 600 which anyone would wish to include in the 
category. On the other hand we can, in the nature of the case, be confident that the 
distribution we have is reasonably complete. Three large examples and a number of 
smaller ones have been added by air observation in the past few years but, again with the 
exception of the smallest class, there cannot be many that have escaped notice. It follows 
that in this case an increase of knowledge must come not by the chance addition of new 
and startling examples but by the more intensive study of those we know already. It also 
follows—or should follow—that in this case we should be able to frame our questions 
and decide where they may be answered with unusual precision. The basic evidence is 
there and merely requires selection for further investigation. 

Now it should be one of the functions of a map such as this to present the evidence 
in such a way that the selection is made easier, but the extent to which it can do so is 
limited by a number of factors, three of which may be mentioned here. The first is the 
scale. The scale of this map is 1/625,000—nearly twice the scale of the Map of Roman 
Britain—but the limits it sets to the size, and therefore the elaboration, of the symbols 
will be obvious. The second factor is the need to restrict the differentiae used to those 
which can be applied to the unexcavated as well as to the excavated sites. Of our 1,386 
forts only some 160 have been dug into, let alone scientifically excavated, so that to 
distinguish those, for example, which are known to have had timberwork in their ram- 
parts would be futile. The third factor is the lack of precise information on even the 
superficial aspects of some of the sites. There is no substitute for personal inspection, and 
to be of use this involves a good deal more than a brief run round the ramparts. We have 
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had much help and advice from a large number of people, but, even with this, full 
information is lacking on more than half the forts. Too often one has to rely at best on air 
photographs, at worst on the old Ordnance Survey or Royal Commission or V.C.H. 
plans, many of which, having been made fifty and more years ago, do not answer the 
questions one would like to ask. 

Bearing these limitations in mind, we have attempted to include some information 
on the following aspects of each fort: 


Its geographical location 
Its cultural affinities 

Its structure 

Its size 


wh 


1. I put geographical location first because it is the most obvious, but since it is the 
distribution of the various classes, as defined by the other criteria, that is interesting, I 
shall return to it in a minute. Here I would merely draw attention to a piece of negative 
evidence, namely the almost complete absence of hill-forts in the East Riding of York- 
shire, in Lincolnshire and in Norfolk—in the area, that is, of the chariot burials. But this 
is a matter which we cannot pursue now. 

2. The only reliable guide to cultural affinities is, of course, the evidence derived 
from excavation, and because so many are unexcavated the case of the hill-forts has 
largely determined the cultural distinctions made on the map. We have used a cultural 
colour-scheme as follows: Red to indicate A and B, Blue to indicate C, and Purple to 
indicate C superimposed on or significantly influencing A or B. Since our Belgae did not 
normally build hill-forts (though they did on occasion occupy them), a fort is assumed to 
be red until it is proved otherwise. There is no doubt that as excavation proceeds a 
purple glow will suffuse some parts of the map that now look red, but it is unlikely that 
any will turn blue. 

3. By ‘structure’ I mean, in this case, superficial structure because, as I have already 
suggested, there is not yet enough evidence available to differentiate between the various 
forms of internal structure. Here two aspects of the defences suggest themselves for 
classification—the entrances and the ramparts. The entrances are peculiarly intractable, 
both because of their great variety and because of the vital part played in them by timber- 
work, which is no longer apparent; we have not, therefore, attempted to differentiate 
them. With regard to ramparts, however, we have distinguished between univallate and 
multivallate forts (including bivallate in multivallate) and this has raised some interesting 
problems. Considering that the presence of a counterscarp bank does not necessarily 
mean that a fort is bivallate, we have used the criterion of the second ditch. But this is not 
entirely satisfactory for, as Professor Varley noted long ago, what matters is not so much 
the method of construction as the result achieved—whether, in fact, the intention and 
effect is multivallate. For just as you can produce a counterscarp bank simply by the 
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routine clearing out of the ditch of a univallate fort, so too you can build a multivallate 
fort in stone with no ditches at all. This is more than a presentation difficulty, because it 
raises the whole question of the origins and development of multivallation in Britain. 

Now in southern Britain it is, I think, possible to distinguish two primary areas of 
multivallation—the South-West, where it seems sometimes to have been applied from 
the beginning, and Wessex, where it seems always to take the form of the modification of 
already-existing univallate defences. I need not say anything about the South-West, 
because some aspects of it at least are being dealt with by Lady Fox (p. 25) oO tat as 
Wessex is concerned, the most widely current view is based on Sir Mortimer Wheeler’s 
Maiden Castle hypothesis that multivallation there and, so it is inferred, in the rest of 
Wessex, was introduced by Venetic refugees in 56 B.c. and was designed to counter sling 
warfare. In the light of the facts now produced by Sir Mortimer himself in Hill-Forts of 
Northern France, the Venetic connection must be regarded as not proven, while the new 
evidence relating to the Durotrigan coinage demands that the whole chronology of 
Maiden Castle should be moved back, so that 56 B.c. is no longer an acceptable date.t At 
the same time, Hill-Forts of Northern France shows conclusively that the only multivalla- 
tion within a reasonable range across the Channel occurs in the little cliff-castles of 
southern Brittany. These have their obvious counterpart in Cornwall (where too the link 
with the Veneti is not in doubt), but they are surely an altogether different thing from the 
large Wessex multivallates, and the introduction of the technique even by way of 
Cornwall appears improbable. The rest of the multivallate forts of the south-west are also 
unsuitable, for reasons which will be apparent from Lady Fox’s discussion of them. It is, 
in fact, so difficult to find a plausible outside source that it is worth considering whether 
multivallation may not have developed spontaneously in Wessex, and I would suggest 
that the very difficulty of distinguishing between univallate and multivallate, to which I 
have alluded, points the way to the solution. 

A simple univallate plateau fort may be constructed by throwing the upcast from a 
ditch inwards to form a rampart (what I would call the ‘upward’ method); but where a 
fort is built on a steep-sided hill this is not the most economical way of doing things. On 
such sites—the third and final phase of Scratchbury, in Wiltshire, is a good example—the 
effect is best produced by a small quarry ditch with the upcast thrown outwards to make 
the crest of the rampart and a second small ditch, lower down the slope, with the upcast 
again thrown outwards to make a small counterscarp bank (the ‘downward’ method—see 
fig. 8). Hybrid forms of these two methods are common and often a bivallate intention 
seems to be present even when there is no second ditch; what matters is the size of the 
second vallum. The tendency reaches its culmination in forts like Membury, on the 
borders of Wiltshire and Berkshire, where the upcast from a single large ditch appears to 
have been thrown entirely outwards to make a counterscarp bank (though the term is no 
longer appropriate) of giant size. From Membury to the true multivallate style, with its 
additional ditches, is a short step indeed and one that would need no helping hand from 


t See below, pp. 86-90 
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Gaul or Cornwall. If this is the true story, I would question even the causal connection 
with sling warfare. Multivallation is a better form of defence whatever form of warfare is 
in vogue: and there are forts, such as Bratton Castle in Wiltshire, where the second ram- 
part would give a positive advantage to attackers armed with the sling. The sophisticated 


UPWARD DOWNWARD 


Fig. 8. Methods of constructing Hill-fort defences 


engineering of Maiden Castle, which includes slingers’ platforms as well as graded ram- 
parts, would then represent the adaptation of an already-current defensive practice to 
meet the growing threat of sling warfare—as seems also to be the case at Castle Dore in 
the south-west. 

4. The fourth distinction we have been able to make is one of size. We have divided 
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the forts into three categories according to the size of the area enclosed—those under 
three acres, those from three to fifteen acres, and those over fifteen acres. We do not 
claim any particular magic for these figures, but they were adopted after some experi- 
ment; and while there are, as there always must be, some hard cases, these sizes, or some- 
thing very near to them, do seem to be critical. At any rate they separate off the little ring- 
works of Cornwall and South-West Wales on the one hand and the great oppida of 
Wessex on the other. I think it is important that something of this sort should be done, 
because within broad limits the sizes of different classes of fort must indicate a difference 
of social organisation, and it is therefore all the more regrettable that we have not been 
able, because of the scale of the map, to distinguish those forts which in the course of their 
history underwent a significant enlargement; I mean especially forts like Yarnbury and 
Scratchbury, both of which began as little more than fortified farms, but also the greater 
examples of enlargement, such as Maiden Castle, the Wiltshire Oldbury and the second 
extension of Scratchbury, which must surely represent something like political 
aggrandisement. 

In conclusion, out of the many thoughts that inevitably strike one when one has, 
however cursorily, to review the whole body of the evidence, I would like to select one 
for your consideration. It is not a new idea, but I think it is one that needs to be given 
emphasis and precision. This is that, on superficial grounds alone, our hill-forts group 
themselves, regionally and structurally, into distinct classes. Both Lady Fox and Mrs. 
Cotton are speaking about specific groups, in the south-west and the south-east respec- 
tively (pp. 35-68), but there are many more groups, in different parts of the country, 
still awaiting study. To take a single example, in the Cotswolds there are at least three 
distinct classes. First, the smallish, almost circular, univallate works, enclosing from four 
to eight acres, which include Ilbury, Idbury, Windrush Camp, Lyneham Roundabout 
and, despite its peculiarities, Chastleton. Secondly, a group of enormous works, usually 
sited on ridges, which enclose more than fifty acres; these include The Drum, Church 
Icomb (73 acres), High Brotheridge (so acres), the Northleach Norbury (80 aeies|s 
Salmonsbury (56 acres) and Nottingham Hill (125 acres). They are normally univallate, 
but Salmonsbury and the enormous Nottingham Hill are partial exceptions. Thirdly, 
what I suppose we should call the Bredon group, including, besides Bredon itself, Cleeve 
Cloud and Trewsbury and, as a variant, Danes’ Camp, Conderton. These are distin- 
guished by their siting and the wide spacing of their ramparts which, duck pottery apart, 
suggests a link with Cornwall. I have no doubt that further work, and detailed survey, 
would attach others to these groups and define further groups. 

The point is that surveys of this kind should logically precede the decision where to 
dig. We all know, and are grateful for, the regional surveys that are sometimes attached 
to excavation reports, and we all realise that when the dig is a rescue dig this is the most 
we can hope for. But surely it is putting the cart before the horse? To take a concrete 
example, still from the Cotswolds: we know there is duck pottery at Bredon, and now 
also at Danes’ Camp, but we are still not sure of its precise relationship to the C influences 
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that manifest themselves at Salmonsbury, Minchinhampton and Bagendon. There is no 
C phase following the slaughter of the ducks at Bredon, presumably because the site was 
of no interest to the C-Dobunni. But field inspection suggests that at Trewsbury we 
have what is in effect another Bredon, except that it lies at a civilised altitude, and it is 
reasonable to expect that at Trewsbury we have a good chance of producing a duck—C 
sequence (the more so because it has already yielded evidence of Romano-British 
occupation). 

For the last few years the C.B.A. has been encouraging, and in one case running, 
schools in archaeological field-survey. Here is a clear case of where the training may be 
applied. What is needed is a uniform national review of all the hill-forts in the country. 
In brief, each fort requires a detailed survey (preferably at a scale of 25 inches to the mile, 
because then the old Ordnance Survey plans can be used as a base), as many measured 
profiles of the defences as each case demands, a collation of all work already done and 
finds made, and a selection of air photographs. It is, of course, true that two official 
bodies, the Ordnance Survey and the Royal Commission, are, among a number of other 
things, working to something like this end, but neither, if they maintain their standards, 
is likely to complete its task for some years to come. The survey does not need to be 
published—not, at least, in any glossy form—but simply to be readily available, even 
while it is still incomplete, for consultation by anyone who is working on hill-forts. 
Could not the C.B.A. organise it? 
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South-Western Hill-Forts 


by AILEEN Fox, M.A., F.S.A. 


HE purpose of this paper is to redefine a major group of multivallate hill-forts in 
the south-west of England and to emphasise their differences from those in 
adjoining territory in the south. 

The familiar image of a multivallate hill-fort for most of us was coined in Wessex, 
from Maiden Castle with its triple circle of close-set ramparts and its labyrinthine entran- 
ces, on the downland ridge outside Dorchester. The form, according to Wheeler, 
developed during Iron Age B in response to the needs of sling warfare.? Similar forts 
were built in parts of the west country—Ham Hill and Cadbury near Yeovil in Somerset, 
Hembury and Dumpdon in East Devon are good examples—but with a few exceptions3 
their distribution (fig. 9) is limited to lands east of the Exe, and to the east and north of the 
Somerset marshes. 

In Devon beyond the Exe and in Cornwall, when a fort has more than one line of 
defence, the ramparts are placed at a considerable distance apart, so that the fort, in effect, 
consists of two or more enclosures. The siting of these forts is not always strictly defen- 
sible: some, which were described in 1952,4 are on hill-slopes, overlooked from higher 
ground, whilst others, like Clovelly Dykes, are constructed on plateau sites where the 
approaches are level. A more intensive survey, however, has shown that there are forts of 
similar form placed on hill-tops utilising the steep slopes and the visual control these 
afforded: examples here illustrated are Castle-an-Dinas, St. Columb (pl. iil), occupying 
the top of an isolated hill with extensive views in all directions, or Prestonbury, high 
above the Teign Gorge at Fingle Bridge and protected by precipitous slopes on two sides 
(pl. ia). 

Another type of site favoured for these multiple-enclosure forts is an inland promon- 
tory,5 the end of a spur formed by one or two lateral valleys at their junction with the 


tT am deeply indebted to my friends Mrs. M. A. Cotton and Mr. A. L. F. Rivet for discussing the problems 
of the forts with me, both in the field and in correspondence, and for drawing my attention to several sites. I owe 
the excellent air photographs to my son, Lt. C. S. Fox, R.N., taken whilst he was based at Culdrose, and to 
Dr. J. K. St. Joseph and the Cambridge air-photograph library. Dr. [lid Antony has readily provided plans and 
information about Spanish forts, for which Iam most grateful. 

2R. E. M. Wheeler, Maiden Castle, 48. 

3 Posbury, Crediton, Devon; Padderbury, Menheniot; Bury Castle, Cardinham; and Prideaux, Luxulyan 
in Cornwall. 

4 Aileen Fox, ‘Hill-slope forts and related earthworks in South-West England and South Wales’, Arch. 
out Clx, i: 5 Class IV of the hill-slope series, loc. cit., 15. 
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main stream. Under primitive conditions the valley slopes would be a serious obstacle to 
attackers by reason of their dense woodland. Typical examples illustrated are Hall Rings, 
Pelynt (fig. 12), Largin Castle, Braddock (fig. 16), and at Burley Wood, Bridestowe 
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Fig. 9. Distribution map: for forts plotted see Appendices I and II, pp. 56-8 


(fig. 18). It will be noticed that in each case the approach to these forts is downhill 
from the areas stippled on the figures, though the inner enclosure is not on the slope: 
consequently the forts are not conspicuous in the western landscape, being hidden away 
on the wooded lower ground. 
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TYPES OF ENCLOSURES AND FORT PLANS 


Four main varieties of plan can be distinguished, which appear throughout the south- 
west region in which the forts are distributed and can therefore be regarded as established 


types. 


(a) Concentric enclosures: (Appendix, Nos. 3, 8, 10, 11, 16, 17, 20, 25, 28, 30, By He Hoy IO) 


These consist of two or more lines of earthwork forming enclosures that are 
approximately concentric; fourteen examples are known, including hill-slope forts 
of Classes and III. Some are circular like Warbstow Bury (pl. iia), others like Milber 
or Shoulsbarrow tend to be straight-sided or squarish. They are sited on hill-tops as 
Castle-an-Dinas (pl. iib) or on hill-slopes as Tregeare. The enclosures are of small size; 
the inner, being from one to four acres, and the outer zones consisting of a strip 
usually not more than 70-100 feet wide: nevertheless, the total area enclosed by 
elaborate forts like Clovelly Dykes or Milber amounts to over 20 acres, and they are 
composed of as much as 3,000 yards of constructed earthwork. The circuit of the 
outer defences is not always complete, as at Pencarrow (fig. 11) or may be segmental 
as at Waste Berry, Brixton, ona promontory site. It is important, though not always 
easy, to make a distinction between ramparts that are wide-spaced to form a narrow 
enclosure and those that are so spaced to make a berm. At Killibury near Wade- 
bridge, for instance, there is only 27 feet of level ground between the defences at one 
point, but since this widens farther round the circuit to 50 feet it is judged to be an 
enclosure. At Chun or Cranbrook,§ on the other hand, the 20-foot flat separating the 
inner stone-faced rampart and ditch from the outer bank can best be described as a 
berm, designed to safeguard the edge of the ditch from slip, and consequently these 
forts have been excluded from this survey. 

The size of the ramparts in each fort tends to be uniform and small-scale: scarp 
measurements are usually in the 20 to 25-foot range. There is no marked diminuendo 
from the crest of the inner rampart as often seen in Wessex and which is well exem- 
plified in the three ramparts at Posbury near Crediton, Devon; instead as much work 
has been put into the construction of the outer rampart as the inner, and in several 
instances, as Tregeare and Killibury, the outer is the larger. 


(b) Dependent enclosures: (Appendix, Nos. 1, 4, 6, 7, 14, 22, 34, 37) 


The best-known example of this type is Castle Dore, St. Sampson,7 a plateau 
fort, which consists of two lines of rampart and ditches close-set on the upper side, 
but diverging on the lower so as to form separate enclosures, the inner circular, the 
outer of barbican type(pl. ib). Excavation has shown that this design was primary, and 
dates from the second century B.c.8 In Devon, Denbury (fig. 10) on a wooded lime- 


6 Chun, Archaeologia, LX XVI, 210, figs. 3-4; Cranbrook, Trans. Devon Assn. 33 (1901), 129. 
7C. A. R. Radford, Journ. R. Inst. Cornwall (new series), I (1951), I. SPOCmLt AS tty 
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stone hill-top near Newton Abbot is of similar plan, but on a larger scale. It has two 
impressive close-set ramparts measuring up to 43 feet on scarp on the eastern (sea- 
ward) side; these diverge to make a large outer enclosure of which the northern 
perimeter has probably been ploughed out. The inner zones of Hall Rings, Pen- 
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Fig. 12. Higher ground in relation to the fort is stippled: see also figs. 14 and 16 


carrow Rings and Largin (figs. 11, 12, 16) are also of this type, combined with 
further large crossbank enclosures (see p. 43). There are also examples in which the 
outer enclosure appears incomplete: at Penhargard, Helland, in the Camel Valley, 
the second rampart diverges from the inner for a distance of 1 50 feet and ends, for no 
obvious reason, at a point so feet away from the steep slope of a lateral wooded 
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valley that protects the northern flank of the fort. Similar features will be noticed 
again in the crossbanks found on promontory sites (p. 43), and it may be that such 
gaps, which now appear irrational, had a function and were intentional. Excavation 
should show whether they were closed by a timber palisade, such as has been found 
at Caerau, Henllan in Cardiganshire, forming the perimeter of the inner enclosure.9 

Entrances to this type of fort are usually simple, and are placed on the axis of the 
successive enclosures. At Castle Dore the entrance way was ditched and embanked, 
dividing the outer enclosure into two compartments. At Denbury (fig. 10) there is an 
inturned entrance to the inner enclosure and indications of a low bank flanking a 
diagonal line of approach from the outer gate. At Pencarrow (fig. 11) the entrance 
is screened by a third line of earthwork, forming a semicircular bay. There is a 
similar device at the concentric fort Killibury near Wadebridge. 


(c) Annexed enclosures: (Appendix, Nos. 9, 12, 13, 15, 18, 19, 21, 24, 26, 20, 35, 38, 43) 


These forts differ from the previous type in that the outer enclosure is built on 
to the inner, and there is therefore a gap in the perimeter where the inner ditch passes 
between the two ramparts. The inner enclosure is normally circular, one to three 
acres in extent, usually differing little in scale from the ringworks known as 
‘rounds’ in Cornwall. The outer is usually a little smaller, crescentic or apron- 
shaped since it is built on to the inner on one side only, that covering the approach. 

Hill-top or plateau siting is general: good examples are Helsbury, Michaelstow 
on the western foothills of Bodmin Moor (fig. 13), Prestonbury in the Teign valley 
(pl. ia), or Cadbury in the Exe valley.t¢ Other sites like St. Nuns, Pelynt and Bury, 
St. Dominick are overlooked by higher ground. 

Entrances are mostly simple and aligned axially, as at Prestonbury (fig. 19); at 
Helsbury (fig. 13) there is an embanked approach-road leading up to the outer 
enclosure, a feature that can be paralleled at Resugga (fig. 17). At Blackbury 
Castle in East Devon, excavated by Miss K. Richardson, the entrance is more 
elaborate: the ends of the inner rampart had semicircular projections—like gate- 
towers—built of loose flints retained by a palisade and a kerb of chert boulders; 
whilst the approach across the barbican-annexe was embanked on either side divid- 
ing it into two triangular compartments. Miss Richardson has noticed its affinities 
with the first-phase entrance at Castle Dore, as well as with the hornwork at Maiden 
Castle, built late in Iron Age A. 

Annexes are inevitably secondary constructions, being appendages of the main 
enclosures; without excavation it is impossible to know what length of time 
separates the two works. Sometimes an awkward junction, as at Bake Rings and 
Cadbury, or a change of alignment, as at Caer Vellack, indicates that the outer 

9 Audrey Williams, Arch. Camb., XCVIII (1945), 226. 


10 Trans. Devon Assn., 84, 105. 
1 K. M. Richardson and A. Young, Proc. Devon Arch. Expl. Soc., V (1954-5), 43, and pl. xv. 
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enclosure is an after-thought, whilst at Blackbury excavation has confirmed that the 
barbican was an addition to the large univallate enclosure. At Kestle Rings near 
Launceston the triangular barbican appears to have been added to a concentric fort 
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on the valleyward side. It should be noted that some close-set multivallate forts in the 
south-west have annexes: the great fort on the headland at Trevelgue, Newquay, 
has a large but poorly defended enclosure outside the four lines of rampart which bar 
the neck, and at Prideaux near St. Blazey there is the ploughed-down outline of a 
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narrow enclosure outside the three close-set ramparts on the western side of the 


hilltop.” 


Crossbank enclosures: (Appendix, Nos. 1, 2, 5, 14, 23, 26, 27, 31, 35, 38, 40, 241, 42, 
44, 45, 46, 47) 

Forts of this type are by their nature confined to promontory or spur sites. They 
consist of an inner zone which may be either a single or multiple enclosure, of 
dependent or annexe type, and an outer zone defended by one or more ramparts 
aligned across the spur or promontory. A small-scale example is Round Wood, 
Feock, on the lower reaches of the Fal on a promontory formed by two tributary 
creeks (fig. 14): it has an inner enclosure on a knoll 50 feet above the water, and two 
lines of ramparts 200 feet apart facing the rising ground (stippled) on the landward 
side. More impressive are Hall Rings, Pelynt, and Largin Castle, Braddock (figs. 
12, 16), both situated on the end of spurs overlooking steep wooded valleys, and so 
approached downhill. The outer zone is defended in each by a substantial rampart, 
carefully aligned on the springheads or steep sides of the lateral valleys that define the 
spur, in the manner of a cross-ridge dyke with protected flanks. At Largin™3 the 
principal crossbank commands any approach from the hill-top, though it does not 
quite cross the crest (635 feet) and it has a wide view to the south-west; watchers here 
would have time to give warning to the dwellers in the inner zone situated nearly 
half a mile away and down the slope (400 feet). Burley Wood, Bridestowe (fig. 18 
and p. 47), is another large-scale example from Devon with a similarly defended 
outer zone. 

In some cases the ends of the crossbanks stop short of the slope as at Castle 
Dyke, Chudleigh (fig. 15), where the massive earthwork from which the fort is 
named ends so yards from the steep fall to the Kate Brook. Similar gaps occur at 
Burridge near Barnstaple, where the cross-bank does not continue south of the 
present ridge-road, and at Stadden Hill, Winsford,!4 where neither of the two 
small crossbanks continue across the spur on which this hill-slope fort is situated, 
but end well short of the shoulder on the eastern side. 

Even more perplexing are the short earthworks 180 feet long which flank the 
axial approach to the forts at Resugga near Grampound Road (fig. 17) and Wooston 
Castle in the Teign gorge.t5 These show no signs of incomplete or hurried work- 


12 Trevelgue; 6-inch map 31 S.E.; Prideaux; 6-inch map 42 S.W. 
13 Largin Castle is now very overgrown. It was not possible to examine the second crossbank nor to pene- 


trate the brambles to the north side of the innermost enclosure: the plan (fig. 16) follows here the markings of the 
6-inch O.S. map. Other outer lines of ‘Intrenchment’ marked on the 6-inch map are field-banks and have been 
omitted. 


14 The crossbanks are not marked; I am indebted to D. J. Bonney for their identification and information 


about this fort. 


15 Arch. Journ., CTX, 14, fig. 9: see also The Bulwark, Llanmadog and Mynydd-Gaer, Briton Ferry, in 


South Wales, figs. 1 and 3. 
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manship but have little defensive value even if lengthened by a palisade. They pro- 
vide a dignified facade at the entry, but it is hard to see what else. 


SPRING. \, 
Pe 


Ajhe ° 
so) aa 


[ 


- SPRING. 


LARGIN CASTLE, BRADDOCK, CORNWALL | 


FSIS 
1,000 E 5 1000 2,000 3,000 


Entrances through the crossbanks are normally simple and centrally placed: 
exceptions are the deep inturn at Prestonbury (fig. 19 and pl. ia), the half inturn at 
Castle Dyke (fig. 15), whilst Resugga has internal projections at the ends of the 
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ramparts, suggestive of guard-chambers to both inner and outer enclosures, and 
an external embanked approach similar to that at Helsbury (figs. 13, 17). 


THE FUNCTIONS OF THE ENCLOSURES 


It will now be apparent that there is much variety in the plans of these south- 
western multivallate forts, though certain features like the embanked entrance-ways and 
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slope and end-spur siting occur in each group. The underlying common factor is the 
need for several separate enclosures, not all necessarily defensible, and much work has 
been put into each fort to that end. 

It is possible to make a distinction in the form and probable function of some of these 
enclosures. First there are those which cover an entrance, both in the dependent and 
annexed types. In these the function of the wide-spaced defences will be to stem a rush and 
protect the inner gate in time of war, and to provide an approach of dignity to the princi- 
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pal enclosure in time of peace. They may be compared to the bailey or service court of a 
Norman castle, which provided a guarded and dignified approach to the motte. Pen- 
carrow Rings (fig. 11), situated on the high ground flanking the Camel, provides a good 
example of this: the inner enclosure is only 120 feet in internal diameter, but is strongly 
defended by a double rampart which opens out to form a dependent court 100 feet 
across, and by a third sickle-shaped rampart annexed on the west side and screening the 
entrances. Within its loop, it may be suggested, chariots and ponies could be left when 
neighbouring chieftains came to visit the occupant of the central enclosure. 

Another use for the small annexes or barbicans would be as stock-pens, as was 
suggested at Castle Dore and Blackbury, where these were divided by low banks and 
ditches flanking the entrance way. Excavation in one of them at Blackbury produced no 
signs of human occupation, whilst at Castle Dore the numerous small post-holes found 
beneath black occupation soil could be interpreted as supports for hurdling used for 
penning beasts from time to time.t¢ 

The large outer enclosures associated with these forts must also be for stock, 
whether they are of crossbank (p. 43 and figs. 12-19) or concentric design as at 
Pencarrow'7 (fig. 11) or Clovelly Dykes. The areas these enclose are sufficient to 
contain a large herd and to provide grazing and water for them for short periods. The 
massive ramparts, significantly placed on the side of easy approach, would be needed 
to prevent raiders driving off cattle and to keep control of the spring heads. Such an 
interpretation recalls the Giant’s Castle vividly described in the Cornish folk-tale of 
Tom the giant-killer, where the hero went through the Giant’s outer gate and for nearly 
a mile saw nothing but fat cattle feeding in the fields until he came to wet ditches and 
a double door in the wall surrounding the castle proper.'® 

The inner enclosure can be assumed to be the dwelling-place. Its size varies: a small 
one like Pencarrow has room for no more than three or four huts in its 120-foot circle. 
Such can be interpreted as the seat of a chieftain, of one able to command a large labour 
force from his territory to build the strong ramparts and an extensive stock enclosure. 
The majority of forts, however, have an inner enclosure of two to four acres: these 
should be small tribal centres (pagi), with a population of 100-200. At Castle Dore, 
Radford calculated that the original settlement was one of fifteen to sixteen huts in the 
one-and-a-half acres of the inner enclosure, and estimated that it held seventy-five to 
eighty inhabitants.19 It should be noticed that none of these forts have a really large inner 
enclosure comparable with some of the univallate forts in the region: oppida, like 
Carnyke, Bodmin or Golden, Probus, have enough room for a tribe and their stock 
within their single ramparts in an emergency. 


16 Radford, op. cit., 40-3. 

17 The outer enclosure at Pencarrow has not always been recognised as part of the fort. The rampart can be 
traced, though partly ploughed out, from the edge of a re-entrant valley south across the ridge and then curving 
north and east along the edge of the park as far as the entrance drive. I have been unable to trace it farther. 

18 O. G. S. Crawford, “The Work of Giants’, Antiquity, X, 1936, 71. 1am indebted to Mr. P. Ashbee for this 
reference. 

19 Radford, op. cit., $7. 
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CHRONOLOGY 


Excavation has established that forts in this group were inhabited by Celtic peoples 
during the second stage of the Iron Age, using the local south-western varieties of Iron B 
pottery. The evidence from the three forts concerned, Blackbury, Castle Dore and 
Milber, will be briefly summarised. 

At Blackbury, East Devon, the first fort was a single enclosure and its rampart post- 
dated pottery for which Miss Richardson finds affinities in the late Iron Age A series 
(Proc. Devon Arch. Expl. Soc., V, 1955, fig. 5) as well as wares with simple swag and 
chevron decoration which can now be termed South-Western First B (loc. cit., fig. 10, 
Nos. 79-80). The barbican-annexe, which marks the fort as a south-western type, was an 
addition, how much later the excavator could not determine, but there was no evidence 
of any cultural break. The latest finds were pottery of decorated Glastonbury (South- 
Western Third B) type, of the first century B.c. (fig. 11, 90-95). 

Castle Dore was a double enclosure from the start; there was pottery with simple 
chevron and lentoid decoration under the rampart (Radford, fig. 16, 1-2) and the primary 
occupation layers in the outer enclosure produced sherds with rich curvilinear designs, 
enhanced by moulding and cross-hatching. These were dated c. 200 B.c., and continued 
in use until the middle of the first century B.c., when some wheel-turned cordoned ware 
of St. Mawgan in Pyder?° Type J (South-Western Third C) reached the site. 

Miulber was initially a concentric design. The pottery found there is similar to that 
from Castle Dore, but the earlier forms are lacking and Radford has assigned it to the 
first century B.c. The fort had gone out of use before the Roman conquest and was 
superseded by a rectangular homestead higher up the hill in the mid-first century a.p. 

Thus, all these forts have proved to be products of the local south-western culture 
and to have an occupation lasting for many generations covering the second and first 
centuries B.C. 

That they had a long history can be deduced also from the indications of structural 
changes; first, enlargements. 

At Burley Wood near Bridestowe in Devon, there is an elaborate fort of the mul- 
tiple-enclosure type, which is little known and is incorrectly mapped on the 6 inch 
Ordnance Survey map: Iam much indebted to my colleague, Dr. W. Ravenhill of the 
Department of Geography at Exeter, for revising the plan (fig. 18) with me. The fort is 
situated on a knoll (700 feet) at the end of a spur which has steep wooded slopes on three 
sides above streams flowing north and west to join the River Thrushel; on the south 
there is a saddle (650 feet) linking it to the higher Galford Down (850 fect). The original 
fort, we think, resembled Round Wood, Feock (fig. 14), in plan, with an inner enclosure 
on the knoll and two small crossbanks, now much ploughed down, across the saddle (early 
crossbanks, fig. 18) 250 feet apart. These were superseded by a massive rampart and ditch 


20 L. Murray-Thriepland, Arch. Journ., CXIII, 33. It is now thought that these wheel-turned wares are the 
products of an immigrant group from Brittany after 56 B.c. See p. 15. 
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farther forward up the slope leading to Galford Down. The western end extends to cover 
a spring and rests on the steep slope to Foxcombe, and the eastern continues to the head of 
a lateral stream. The flanks of the new outer enclosure are thus well secured, a considera- 
tion which must have outweighed the disadvantages of being on a reverse slope and 
exposed to a downhill attack. The inner enclosure also was elaborated by an annexe 
entered on the west from the direction of a spring, and containing itself a secondary 
enclosure (Pen, fig. 18). 

Prestonbury, Drewsteignton (fig. 19), also appears to have been enlarged. The ram- 
part of the large outermost enclosure differs in scale and character from those of the inner 
two, and the deep inturned entrance, sited at the nearest point to the springs at Preston 
Farm, is not in alignment with the way through the two simple gaps within. A compar- 
able encircling rampart was built round an original multivallate cliff castle at Treen 
Dinas, St. Levan,?! so it is not an uncommon device. 

Clovelly Dykes, a concentric fort in North Devon, is another instance of conspicuous 
enlargement, which has been fully described elsewhere. It may be compared with the 
successive enlargements of the Brigantian fortress at Stanwick, which Wheeler’s excava- 
tions have shown spread outwards from a nucleus at the Tofts in the first century A.D.73 
In each case the growth of the fort reflects increasing prosperity of the tribal group, 
needing more space for their wealth in cattle; significantly the Dumnonian region has no 
coins. 

Secondly, refortification, which is in evidence at Warbstow Bury, Castle-an-Dinas 
and Castle Dore in Cornwall. 

Warbstow is a large concentric fort, sited well below the crest of the hill with the 
main entrance on the lower, south-east side (pl. iia). At some time, a second rampart and 
ditch have been dug round half the circumference on the vulnerable upper side, making 
the inner enclosure bivallate, and in the same zone the ditch of the outer enclosure has 
been re-dug to a flat bottom and the material thrown up as a counterscarp bank. This 
strengthening of the defences shows that attack was expected from the higher ground to 
the south-west, towards Wilsey Down and Davidstow. 

At Castle-an-Dinas, St. Columb, there was a similar attempt to make the inner 
enclosure bivallate, starting on either side of the entrance on the south-west, but the work 
was not completed: on the north side the second ditch is irregularly cut and intermittent 
(pl. ii) and in the gaps there are tell-tale lengths of an original small counterscarp bank 
which has been covered by the second rampart elsewhere. One effect of this work was to 
reduce part of the outer enclosure to a narrow strip at both Warbstow and Castle-an- 
Dinas. 

Although Castle Dore has no surface sign of alteration, Radford’s excavation showed 
that the inner rampart had been heightened with material from a deepened ditch, and an 


4M. A. Cotton, Proc. W. Cornwall Field Club, I, 117, Treryn Dinas. 
43 Arch. Journ., CTX, 12. 


73 R.E. M. Wheeler, The Stanwick Fortifications: compare also Almondbury, Varley, Arch. Journ., CV, 46. 
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inturned entrance built to the inner enclosure. The fort was strengthened by this means 
on the upper side which faces the trans-peninsular ridgeway, showing the zone where 
danger was expected. There was no dating evidence for this alteration, but c. 50 B.c. was 
suggested. This date is still acceptable though for rather different reasons to those 
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Radford originally put forward. The excavations at St. Mawgan-in-Pyder have shown 
that a distinctive group of Celtic immigrants came to the south-west about this time. 
Their cordoned pottery was made on the wheel and represents a different tradition from 
the decorated incised Third B (Glastonbury) wares with which it is associated in the 
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lowest levels at St. Mawgan. It has close affinity with Gallic pottery from Le Petit 
Celland hill-fort, Avranches, Normandy,*4 where it has been dated to shortly before 
56 B.c. The St. Mawgan wares, however, were made locally and are not imports by 
traders,* and therefore show that an intrusion was effected (South-Western Third C). 
Such an event may be the pretext for refortification by the local Celtic population at 
Castle Dore, and also at Castle-an-Dinas and Warbstow. 


DISTRIBUTION AND ORIGINS 


Multiple-enclosure forts are found chiefly in Cornwall, Devon and West Somerset 
and in South Wales (fig. 9); an annotated list is given in Appendix I. Each type occurs 
throughout the region, dependent and annexed enclosures being more common in 
Cornwall, crossbanks in Devon and West Somerset. The main concentration is in the 
Camel-Fowey district in mid-Cornwall: the forts do not occur in the Lands End penin- 
sula, the area of cliff-castles and courtyard houses; nor, with one exception, Blackbury, do 
they extend into East Devon, where the close-set multivallate forts are dominant. In 
West Somerset they are limited to the hill country facing the Bristol Channel. The South 
Wales distribution, based on Dr. Savory’s field work in Carmarthen, Brecon and 
Monmouth, and our own in Glamorgan, is incomplete: it is almost certain that there are 
others to be identified in Pembroke and South Cardiganshire. It should be stressed that 
these are not the sole variety of fort in any part of the region; as well as the close-set 
multivallates, there are many univallates large and small, stone-built forts, and 
promontory and cliff-castles, which are not shown on fig. 9. 

Outside the area mapped, two forts in the Stour valley in South Dorset, Buzbury 
and Badbury Rings, have wide-spaced ramparts, though Badbury in other respects is a 
typical Wessex construction; this area had coastal trading links with Devon and Cornwall 
as shown by the distribution of currency bars and Dobunnic coins.25 In Worcestershire 
Dane’s Camp, now being excavated by N. Thomas, and Bredon?® in its second period are 
multiple-enclosure forts on the lower Severn, again in an area that is linked with 
Cornwall by its duck-stamped pottery, though this pottery has not yet been found in the 
Cornish multiple forts themselves. 

This raises the difficult problem of the origins and cultural implications of these 
forts. The distribution indicates that the Exe was the boundary between two different 
styles of fort architecture and that the shores of the Bristol Channel had a cultural link in 
the Iron Age as they had in the Bronze Age.?7 The fort pattern, in this respect, transcends 


24 Arch. Journ., CXIII, 59, types F, G, H, J. Hill-forts of Northern France, pp. 44-7, figs. 8 and 9 from Le Petit 
Celland. Wheeler has already suggested this for Hengistbury. 

45 Currency bars, C. Fox, Antiquity, XIV (1940) 429; Dobunnic coins, D. Allen, Archaeologia, XC, 36, and 
Bagendon report, forthcoming. 

26 'T. Cruso, Arch. Journ., XCV (1935), I, pli 

27 In respect of composite cairn-ring structures. 


* Trade with Brittany had been developing from c. 100 B.c. See p. 15 above. 
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the tribal boundaries of Roman times, indicating that the spread goes back to a time 
before regional power or political consciousness developed among the Dumnonii and 
Silures. This accords with the archaeological evidence for an early origin. 

Looked at from another angle, the forts are within the region covered by decorated 
curvilinear pottery (South-Western Third B) but the distributions do not coincide (fig. 
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Fig. 20. Distribution-map of decorated pottery of South-Western Third B (Glastonbury) type, see 
Appendix Ill, p. 59 


20). In South Wales and North Devon there is, as yet, no evidence for the pottery in the 
areas where the hill-forts occur. Conversely, in central Somerset, later territory of the 
Durotriges, where the pottery is found, the forts when multivallate are close-set, as at 
South Cadbury. In Cornwall and South Devon the association of curvilinear pottery and 
multiple-enclosure hill-forts has been firmly established at Castle Dore and Milber, yet 
the same sort of wares were used by the inhabitants of Hembury in East Devon, a fort 
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with typical close-set ramparts. It is apparent that styles of fort achitecture and pottery 
are not dependent on each other, though both are elements that characterise a people 
and must be used in defining a culture. We perceive that the Durotriges were marked off 
from the Dumnonii by their fort architecture. 

It must now be considered whether this distinctive fort plan indicates an intrusion 
into the south-west or whether it is an insular and local development. The distribution 
pattern (fig. 9) is compatible with a penetration into mid-Cornwall by the Fowey, and 
into South Wales and North Devon by the Bristol Channel. Such a sea-borne culture 
should, on all analogies, have come from the Atlantic coasts. Brittany does not seem to be 
its source. Wheeler and Richardson’s survey of the hill-forts of Northern France has 
revealed few resemblances. Of the ninety-three forts listed,28 only four, Nos. 8, Camp de 
Lescouais, Guégon; 9, Castel Finans, Aignans; 35, Castel Pen Ledan, Le Folgoét; 60, 
Orival, have defences wide-spaced to form annexes or subdivisions, and the authors are 
uncertain whether these are contemporary. The little promontory fort on the fle de 
Groix, Morbihan, excavated by Mrs. Murray-Thriepland,9 in its final phase consisted of 
two enclosures, and is more closely analogous, though a late development. 

It may be necessary to look farther south: beyond the Loire lies terra incognita, but on 
the other side of the Pyrenees forts in north-west Spain have been investigated by Dr. 
Ilid Antony recently and some account of them given by Professor J. Malaquer de 
Motes.3° A small group in Galicia and Orense show several of the south-west features 
which set them apart from the citanias and other large stone-built forts of the adjacent 
regions.3! The plans of four of them, Morgade, Soutelifio, Loureiro and Varelas, are 
given on fig. 21 by the great kindness of Dr. Antony. These show the wide-spaced 
defences forming concentric and annexed enclosures, and Morgade has the curious short 
lengths of outer rampart that occur at Resugga, Wooston and Llanmadoc. No excavation 
has taken place, but Dr. Antony considers that they are likely to have been built in the 
sixth or fifth century B.c., and to be contemporaries of Cagotas II. The Roman expansion 
and conquest of Spain in the mid-third century, though not reaching this north-western 
area, provides a context for a possible emigration to Britain, but more work and some 
tie-up in material culture is clearly needed before this conjecture can be established. The 
duck-stamped pottery and the Iberian La Tane I brooches in Cornwall are well-known 
pointers to other groups of immigrants or traders from this quarter in the Iron Age. 

It should also be. remembered that north-west Spain has an Atlantic climate and that 
this region, like westegn Britain, is favourable to a pastoral economy such as the fort 
plans imply. The veneration that Spanish Iron Age tribes felt for their stock is expressed 
by large stone cult images of bulls (verracos) found in the territory of the Vettones on the 
central plateau, and occasionally in their hill-forts.32 


28 Hill-forts of Northern France, 104, 111. 29 Arch. Journ., C (1943), 128, fig. 2. 

30 J. M. de Motes, Los Pueblos de la Espafia Celtica in R. Menendez Pidal, Historia de Espaiia, I, 3, 41 ff. Dr. 
Antony’s survey was given as a paper to the Society of Antiquaries in 1958 and its publication is pending. 

3t Motes, op. cit., 42: see fig. 11, 54 for plans, which include barbican annexes. 

3 Idem, tor and fig. 46-8. See also J. Bosch-Gimpera, Two Celtic Waves in Spain, 82-5. 
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Fig. 21. Plans of hill-forts in north-west Spain: contours at 20 metre intervals are shown by a 
broken line. Reproduced by kind permission of Dr. Ilid Antony 
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Finally, there is something to be said in favour of an insular development. In a 
previous article it was suggested that the peculiarities of these forts were due to the 
needs of a pastoral economy developing as a response to the south-western environment, 
and further work has only strengthened the arguments there advanced.33 These forts have 
a logic of their own; they are designed to provide a defended dwelling-place for a chief 
tain and his kin, and a place of security for the herd in adjoining enclosures. Their situa- 
tion has been chosen partly with the needs of cattle in mind, near the springheads, tracts 
of grazing, and the woods where leaf fodder could be obtained. It was often secluded, 
hidden by the fall of the ground from the ridgeway thoroughfares on which raiding 
parties must travel in such terrain. 

It is clear that these forts reflect a different mode of life from that prevailing in 
Wessex. The chalklands of Southern Britain were densely populated from early times: 
the woodlands they originally supported had long been cleared and the land increasingly 
given to corn-growing during the late Bronze and early Iron Ages.34 The terrain was 
open, rapid movement by horse and chariot was easy over its wide expanse, and tension 
between Iron Age communities would rapidly build up, leading to internecine wars. The 
response was the familiar development, from Iron Age A onwards, of military fort 
architecture of increasing elaboration.35 

In the south-west, on the other hand, the land is rocky and much dissected by steep- 
sided valleys, which carry a heavy tree growth which would then have flourished in the 
prevailing warm-wet climate. Communication would be difficult except by ridgeway and 
then often circuitous. With the exception of the high moorlands, Bodmin and Dartmoor, 
and of the Land’s End peninsula, there is little evidence that it supported a large popula- 
tion in Bronze Age times. Even in the Iron Age, the relatively small size of the hill-forts 
and their distribution-pattern indicates that the land was sparsely filled. Small tribal 
groups, the Celtic pagi, could be isolated in such country, cut off from each other by the 
surrounding woods and valleys; consequently there must have been less struggle for sur- 
vival, less need for aggression, less need for developing elaborate fort defences. This is in 
keeping with what Diodortis Siculus relates of the extreme south-west, that the people 
were peaceable and friendly to strangers.3¢ 

We find ourselves, then, defining a striking difference in the mode of life of com- 
munities in land naturally wooded from that prevailing amongst peoples in a countryside 
naturally open or easily cleared: in other words, we are observing the response of an Iron 
Age people, themselves probably of Atlantic origin, to the environment, and the 
consequent development of a regional settlement type. 


33 Arch. Journ., CTX, 17. 

34 Shown by the distribution of Celtic fields and storage pits. On this difference in the economies see S. 
Piggott in Roman and Native in North Britain, ch. 1 (edited I. A. Richmond). 

35 A. L. F. Rivet has shown how close-set multiple ramparts developed from the down-built method of 
construction, and are not a foreign introduction (see p. 31 above). 

36 Diodorus Siculus, History, V, 22.1. 
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APPENDIX I 


List of hill-forts with multiple enclosures plotted on fig. 9. The list is arranged alphabetically in parishes; 
references are given to the 6-inch county map, followed by the 1-inch with the national grid. Plans of most forts 
will be found in the Victoria County Histories of Cornwall, Devon and Somerset, but many of them are not 
satisfactory; those by McLauchlan in R. Inst. Cornwall Reports 1845-50, to which references are given, are better. 
All forts listed in the south-west have been visited, except Nos. 24 and 45. Entrances are simple unless stated 
otherwise. 


CORNWALL 


(1) Braddock, Largin Castle. 35 N.W. and S.W. 186/169.646 
Two dependent inner enclosures, and two outer cross-bank enclosures: Hill-slope site. Fig. 16, p. 44. 
(2) Creed, Pencoose Castle. 59 N.W. 190/964.463 
Two enclosures, outer of cross-bank type. End-spur site. Ploughed down and practically levelled recently: 
outer defences probably rampart, ditch and counter-scarp with embanked approach way as at Resugga. 
(3) Egloshayle, Killibury. 25 N.E. 185/018.737 
Two concentric enclosures, with small barbican added at entrance. Plateau site. Barbican and southern part 
of fort ploughed down. R.Inst. Cornwall, 31st Report (1849), 25, pl. xxiv (Kelly Rounds). 
(4) Egloshayle, Pencarrow (Pencaerau) Rings. 26 S.W. 185/040.700 
Three inner dependent enclosures and an outer concentric (?) with screened entrance on west. Plateau site, 
highest point. Fig. 11, p. 38. R. Inst. Cornwall, 31st Report (1849), 23 and pl. xxiii. 
(5) Feock, Round Wood. 65 N.W. 190/839.404 
Three enclosures, two outer with cross-banks. Promontory site. Fig. 14, p. 42. 
(6) Helland, Penhargard Castle. 26 S.W. 185/058.696 
Two dependent enclosures, inner with ? house site. Outer ends 50 feet from edge of scarp. End-spur site. 
R. Inst. Cornwall, 32nd Report (1850), 36, plan, pl. xxviii, is over-elaborate. 
(7) Iogan, Nance Wood. 66 S.W. 189/664.450 
Two dependent enclosures, outer ploughed down and incomplete on east side. End-spur site. I am indebted 
to Charles Thomas for drawing my attention to this site, which is also known as Garlinnick. 
(8) Lanreath, Bury Down. 43 N.E. 186/188.595 
Two concentric enclosures. Hill-top site. 
(9) Lanteglos-by-Camelford, Castle Goff. 14 S.W. 186/083.826 
Two annexed enclosures. Plateau site. R. Inst. Cornwall, 32nd Report (1850), 39, pl. xxix. 
(10) Launceston St. Thomas, Kestle Rings. 15 S.E. and 16 N.E. 186/289.346 
Three enclosures, two concentric and a triangular barbican on W. side. End-spur slope site. Journ. R. Inst. 
Cornwall, XV, L110. 
(11) Menheniot, Blacketon Rings. 44 N.E. 186/293.601 
Two concentric enclosures; outer rampart lowered and obscured by farm. Hill-top site. 
(12) Michaelstow, Helsbury. 20 N.W. 186/083.796 
Two annexed enclosures: embanked approach road. Mediaeval chapel of St. Syth in centre. Hill-top site. 
Fig. 13, p. 41. R. Inst. Cornwall, 32nd Report (1850), 37, pl. xxix. 
(13) Pelynt, Bake Rings. 43 S.E. 186/187.549 
Two annexed enclosures, heavily ploughed down. Plateau site. R. Inst. Cornwall, 28th Report (1846), pl. 1. 
(14) Pelynt, Hall Rings. 43 S.E. 186/214.555 
Three enclosures, two dependent and outer cross-bank. Inner zone ploughed down on east. End-spur slope 
site. Fig. 12, p. 39. R. Inst. Cornwall, 28th Report (1846), pl. i. 
(15) Pelynt, St. Non’s camp. 44 S.W. 186/224.560 
Two annexed enclosures, ploughed down and levelled. End-spur site. R. Inst. Cornwall, 28th Report (1846), 
pl. iii. 
(16) Perranzabuloe, Caer Dane. 48 S.W. 190/777.522 
Three concentric enclosures, ploughed down and partly levelled. Hill-top site. R. Inst. Cornwall, 29th 
Report (1847), pl. viii. 
(17) St. Columb, Castle-an-Dinas. 33 S.W. 185/945.624 
Two concentric enclosures, inner re-fortified. Hill-top site. Pl. iib and p. 49. 
(18) St. Dominick, Bury. 29 S.E. 187/401.686 
Two annexed enclosures. Shelf site, overlooked by higher ground. 
(19) St. Issy, Trenance. 24 S.E. 185/924.710 
Two annexed enclosures, kidney-shaped, now ploughed out. End-spur site. 
(20) St. Kew, Tregeare Rounds. 19 N.E. 185/033.800 
Three enclosures, two concentric and a barbican with hollow-way across it. Entrance knobbed. Hill-slope 
site. Arch. Journ., CTX (1952), fig. 6, 9. Journ. R. Inst. Cornwall, XVI (1904), 73, excavated. 
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(21) St. Martin-in-Menage, Caer Vallack. 76 S.E. 190/726.246 
Two annexed enclosures, outer partly destroyed by road. Edge-of-plateau site. 

(22) St. Sampson, Castle Dore. 51 S.E. 186/103.548 
Two dependent enclosures, embanked roadway across outer: refortified. Plateau site. Pl. ib. Excavated C. A. 
Radford, Journ. R. Inst. Cornwall, new series I, 1. 

(23) St. Stephen-in-Brannel, Resugga Castle. 50 S.W’. 190/940.510 
Two enclosures, outer with short cross-banks: entrances knobbed internally. Embanked hollow-way 
approach. Edge-of-plateau site. Fig. 17, p. 45. R. Inst. Cornwall, 30th Report, pl. xviii. 

(24) South Petherwin, Battle Rings. 16 S.E. 186/319.805 
Two annexed enclosures, ploughed down. Plateau site. 

(25) Warbstow, Warbstow Bury. 11 N.E. 174/201.908 
Two concentric enclosures; refortified on upper side. Hill-slope site. Pl. iia and p. 49. Journ. R. Inst. Cornwall, 
XV (1902), 110. 


DEVONSHIRE 


(26) Bridestowe, Burley Wood. 87 N.E. 175/495.875 
3—4 enclosures, inner two annexed, with ‘pen’, outermost cross-banks of two periods. Innermost entrance 
inturned. Promontory site. Fig. 18, pp. 47-8. 
(27) Brixham, Noss (Greenway). 138 N.W., S.W. 188/889.537 
Two enclosures, inner and two crossbanks. End-spur slope site. Arch. Journ., cix, 15, fig. 10. 
(28) Brixton, Waste Berry, Lyneham Warren. 124 S.E. not marked. 187/572.539 
Three segmental enclosures. Entrances half inturn and knobbed. Promontory knoll. Trans. Devon Assn., 88, 
86, fig. 1 (Woolner). 
(29) Cadbury, Cadbury Castle. 56 N.W. 176/912.054 
Two annexed enclosures, probably of two periods. Entrances inturned. Hill-top site. Trans. Devon Assn. 
84, 106. 
(30) Challacombe, Shoulsbarrow Castle. 10 N.E. 163/705.390 
Two concentric sub-rectangular enclosures; outer incomplete. One hut in interior. Edge of plateau site. 
H. Allcroft, Earthwork of England, 114, fig. 24. 
(31) Chudleigh, Castle Dyke, Ugbrooke. ror S.E. 188/875.788 
Two enclosures, outer cross-bank, with entrance half inturned. Hill-top site. Fig. 15, p. 42. 
(32) Clovelly, Clovelly Dykes. 17 S.E. 174/311.234 
Five concentric sub-rectangular enclosures, outer three probably additions. Knobbed entrances to outer 
zones. Plateau site. Arch. Journ., cix, 12, figs. $7-8, pl. i. 
(33) Coffinswell, Milber Down. 110 S.W., 116 N.W. 188/884.699 
Four concentric sub-rectangular enclosures, outermost probably an addition. Embanked approach way 
across outermost. Hill-slope site. Arch. Journ., cix, 3, fig. 2. Proc. Devon Arch. Expl. Soc., lV, 27 (excavations). 
(34) Denbury. 115 N.W. 188/816.685 
Two dependent enclosures. Inner entrance inturned. Hill-top site. Fig. 10 and p. 38. 
(35) Drewsteignton, Prestonbury. 175/747.900 
Three enclosures, inner two annexed, outermost crossbank, with inturned entrance. Hill-top site. Fig. 19, 
p. 50 and pl. 1a. 
(36) Ermington, Cold Rings. 125 N.W. not marked. 187/607.550 
Two (?) concentric or annexed enclosures: outer ploughed out in parts. End-spur site. Trans. Devon Assn., 90, 
224, fig. 41 (Woolner). 
(37) Ilfracombe, Hillsborough. 1 S.W. and 5 N.W. 163/533.476 
Two enclosures, defences close-set at west end, diverging to form barbican at east side of headland. Outer 
entrance half-inturn. Promontory site. 
(38) Loxhore, Smythapark. 10 N.W. 163/638.384 
Three enclosures, outermost sub-angular, second probably annexed but partly ploughed out. End-spur site. 
(39) Lustleigh, Hunters’ Tor. 100 N.E. 175/762.823 
Three concentric enclosures, defences stone-built and partly robbed for field walls. Inner entrance knobbed 
with embanked approach-road across second enclosure. Hill-top site. 
(40) Moretonhampstead, Wooston Castle. 78 S.E. 175/765.897 
Four enclosures, outer three of cross-bank type. Holloway approach downhill across third enclosure. 
Entrance to second enclosure knobbed and half-inturn. Promontory slope site. Arch. Journ., cix, 14, fig. 9. 
(41) Parracombe, Voley Castle. 6 N.W. 163/657.462 
Two enclosures, outer ? of cross-bank type; shelf site overlooked by steeply sloping higher ground. 
(42) Shirwell, Burridge. 9 S.E. 163/570.351 
Two enclosures, inner sub-rectangular, outer crossbank. End-spur site. 


57 


INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY 


(43) Southleigh, Blackbury Castle. 83 N.W. 176/186.924 
Two annexed enclosures: outer barbican, with embanked roadway. Entrances knobbed projections. Spur 
site. Proc. Devon Arch. Expl. Soc., V (1955), 43 (Richardson and Young). 

(44) Hartland, Embury Beacon. 26 S.E. 174/216.194 
Two enclosures, inner much eroded: outer has two ramparts spaced to form a bay north of entrance. Cliff 
site. Not marked on fig. I. 


West Dorset 
None (Buzbury Rings and Badbury in Stour valley, South Dorset). 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
Not examined. 


SOMERSET 


(45) Broomfield, Ruborough. 60 N.E. 165/227.335 
Two enclosures, outer cross-bank type. End-spur site. Proc. Som. A.S., XLIX (ii), 173 (St. George Gray). 
(46) Selworthy, Bury Castle. 34 N.E. 164/917.971 
Two or three enclosures, outer cross-bank type. End-spur slope site. H. Allcroft, Earthwork of England, 
fies 23; Pail}: 
(47) Winsford, Staddon Hill. 46 S.W. 164/883.377 
Three enclosures, outer two of cross-bank type, not marked on 6-inch map. Hill-slope site. 


SouTH WALES 


The forts plotted have been taken from the classified lists prepared by Dr. H. N. Savory, published in the 
Bulletin of The Board of Celtic Studies; references are given below and the plans have been checked with the 
6-inch maps. 

Brecon 
BIB GS 2oV,, 230: 

Cardigan 
Not examined (Henllan, Caerau, two enclosures, annexed, excavated A. Williams, Arch. Camb., XCVIII 
(1945), 226.) 

Carmarthenshire 
B.B.C.S., XVI, 64, and Llansadwrn, Y Fan, 26 N.W. Two cross-banks (inf. H. N. Savory). 

Glamorgan 
B.B.C.S., XII, 158, and Llanbleddian, Caer Dynnaf, 45 N.E. 154/983.743. Two annexed enclosures. (C. Fox, 
Arch. Camb., XCI (1936) 20.) 

Monmouthshire 
B.B.C.S., XIII, 231, and St. Woollos, Tredegar, 33 N.E. 155/289.868. Three enclosures, concentric and 
annexe. (Arch. Camb., LX VIII (1913) 80, plan.) 

Pembrokeshire 


Not examined except Llandewi Velfrey, Caerau, 29 N.E. Three enclosures, barbican and annexe (Field 
notes). 


APPENDD GIL 
The following multivallate forts with close-set ramparts are plotted on fig. 9. 
Cornwall 
Bury Castle, Cardinham; Padderbury, St. Germans; Prideaux, Luxulyan. (For multivallate cliff-castles see 


M. A. Cotton, Proc. W. Cornwall Field Club, Il, 119, eight sites, not plotted.) 
Devon 


Hembury, Awliscombe; Musbury; Posbury, Crediton; Dumpdon, Upottery; Woodbury Castle, 
Woodbury (has outworks). No multivallate cliff-castles with close-set ramparts. 
West Dorset 


Abbotsbury; Chalbury; Eggadun; Maiden Castle; Pilsdon Pen. 
Somerset 


Brent Knoll; Cadbury, Tickenham; Clifton (three forts) ; Castle Neroche; Ham Hill; Maesbury, Croscombe; 
Smalldown, Evercreech; Cadbury Castle, South Cadbury. 
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APPENDIX Il 


List of Decorated Pottery of South-Western 
Third B (Glastonbury) type plotted on Fig. 20 


South-Western decorated pottery with incised ornament, mainly curvilinear, and usually combined with 
cross-hatching is best known from Glastonbury and Meare lake villages, the sites of its first discovery. A distribu- 
tion map compiled by J. Ward Perkins in 1938 (Proc. Prehist. Soc., IV (1938), 153, 167) showed finds from 
Somerset predominant, reflecting in part the activities of the local archaeological society under Mr. St. George 
Gray. Recent field-work in Devon and Cornwall has materially altered the pattern, and its general south-western 
distribution is now more apparent (fig. 20). The blank in North Devon is probably due to the absence of excava- 
tion in that area. Several sites on the periphery of the Somerset distribution have produced only a few decorated 
sherds associated with much plain Iron Age B wares and these may be trade goods, as was suggested at Maiden 
Castle. In contrast, at the majority of Cornish sites the decorated pottery is proportionately plentiful and must be 
of local manufacture: it should soon be possible to distinguish regional varieties. Some indication of the quantity 
of the pottery and its present location is given, when practical, in the list. 1am much indebted to Miss D. Dudley 
for help with finds in Cornwall, and to Mr. A. D. Hallam and Professor E. Tratman in Somerset. For study of the 
Somersetshire ornament, see W. F. Grimes, “The La Téne Art Style on British Iron Age Pottery’, Proc. Prehist. 
Soc., XVII (1952), 160. 


Sites previously listed by J. Ward Perkins in Proc. Prehist. Soc., 1V (1938), 167 are designated thus *. 


CORNWALL 


Bodrifty, Mulfra Hill, Gulval; open settlement excavated D. Dudley, Arch. Journ., CXII, 1, fig. 60. Few sherds. 

*Castle Dore, St. Sampson; hill-fort, S.W. dependent type, excavated C. A. R. Radford, Journ. R. Inst. 
Cornwall, new series I (1951), 76, figs. 14-17. Plentiful. Truro Museum. 

Constantine Bay, St. Merryn; few sherds. Truro Museum. 

Kynance Cove, Lizard; open settlement, excavated Ivor Thomas; Helston Museum and private possession; also 
surface find of 1896 in Truro Museum (inf. Miss Dudley). 

St. Mawgan-in-Pyder; univallate hill-fort, excavated L. Murray-Thriepland, Arch. Journ, CXIU, 33, figs. 14-16. 
Plentiful; Truro Museum. 

Tregeare, St. Kew; concentric hill-fort, excavated S. Baring-Gould, Journ. R. Inst. Cornwall, XVI (1904), 73. 
Few sherds. 

Trevelgue, multivallate cliff-castle, with annexe. Excavated C. K. Croft-Andrew, 1939. Unpublished. (See 
J.R.S., XXX (1940), 175, and Arch. News Letter, December 1949, 111, Exeter conference.) 

Trevisker, St. Eval, open settlement, excavated E. Greenfield. Few sherds; publication pending. 


DEVON 


Blackbury, Southleigh, hill-fort, S-W. annexe type, excavated K. Richardson and A. Young, Proc. Devon 
Arch. Expl. Soc., V, 46, fig. 11. Few sherds. Exeter Museum. 
Bantham, Thurlestone, sandhill site, one sherd, rectilinear decoration, Trans. Devon Assn., 87, 322. Torquay 


Museum. 

Cranbrook Castle, Moretonhampstead, bivallate stone hill-fort, probably unfinished. Excavated S. Baring- 
Gould, Trans. Devon Assn., 33 (1901), 133. Two sherds. 

Hele’s Cross, Paignton; surface find, Proc. Devon Arch. Expl. Soc., IV, 65, fig. 9. One pot. Torquay Museum. 

*Hembury, Honiton; multivallate hill-fort, excavated D. Liddell, Proc. Devon Arch. Expl. Soc., 1, 44, 127-8; Il, 
gi, pl. 28. Exeter Museum. 

*Kent’s Cavern, Torquay; inhabited cave, Brit. Mus. E.I.A. Guide (1925), 154, fig. 183. British Museum. 

*Milber Down, Newton Abbot; concentric hill-fort, excavated L. Cottrill, Proc. Devon Arch. Expl. Soc., IV, 27, 
figs. 8-9. Plentiful. Torquay Museum. 

Stoke Gabriel; midden (1959), few sherds, rectilinear decoration. 


DORSET 
*Hamworthy, Poole; H. P. Smith, The Hamworthy Peninsula (1931). 
*Maiden Castle, Dorchester; multivallate hill-fort, R. E. M. Wheeler, Maiden Castle, 215, fig. 71. Few sherds. 


Dorchester Museum. 
*Marnhull, Sherborne; open settlement, excavated A. Williams, P. Dorset N.H. & A. Soc., LX XII, 20, Nos. 90, 


93, 114. Few sherds. 
Pins Knoll, Litton Cheney; open settlement, excavated J. Bailey, 1959. One sherd; unpublished. 
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE 


Blaise Castle Hill, Bristol. Hill-fort excavated by P. A. Rahtz and J. Clevedon Brown, Proc. Bristol Spel. Soc., 
VIII, 3 (1959), 147-71, with fig. 37. A few sherds. 


HAMPSHIRE 


*Hengistbury Head, Christchurch; bivallate promontory fort; excavated J. P. Bushe-Fox, Hengistbury, 39, Class 
D, pl. xx. ‘About a dozen bowls.’ British Museum. 


OXFORDSHIRE 


*Rosehill, Iffley; open settlement, V.C.H. Oxfordshire, I, 256, pl. xi. One sherd. Ashmolean Museum. 
*Yarnton; W. F. Grimes, Proc. Prehist. Soc., XVIII (1952), 176, fig. 11. British Museum. 


MONMOUTHSHIRE 


Llanmelin; multivallate hill-fort with annexes; excavated V. E. Nash-Williams, Arch. Camb., LX XXVIII, p. 302, 
fig. 49. One sherd, cross-hatched. National Museum of Wales. 


SOMERSET 


Brent Knoll, East Brent; bivallate hill-fort, surface find, one sherd, as Glastonbury, II, pl. xxvii, 288. Taunton 
Museum. 

*Burrington Coombe, Read’s Cavern; inhabited cave, Proc. Bristol. Spel. Soc., 1, 14, pl. xiii. Plentiful. Bristol Spel. 
Soc. Museum. 

*Cadbury Castle, South Cadbury; multivallate hill-fort, excavated St. George Gray, Proc. Som. A. S., LIX (ii), 
21, pl. v. Surface finds, ibid, XCIX—C, 109. Few sherds. Taunton Museum. . 

*Cannington Park, Cynwit’s Castle; univallate hill-fort, two-three sherds, surface finds. Taunton Museum. 

*Cheddar Caves; (Cooper’s Hole, Gough’s Cave and car park, Sun Hole, Soldier’s Hole), Bulleid and Gray, 
Glastonbury, Il, pl. lxx, Antig. Journ., VI, 205, Proc. Bristol Spel. Soc., Ill, 84. Gough’s Cave Museum and 
Bristol Spel. Soc. Museum. 

Combwich brick pit, chance find, one pot. Taunton Museum. 

*Dolebury; univallate hill-fort, two-three sherds, Proc. Som. A. S., LXI, p. xlv. Taunton Museum. 

*Glastonbury; lake village, excavated Bulleid and Gray, Glastonbury, II, pl. 69-88, plentiful. Glastonbury 
Museum. 

*Ham Hill, Stoke-sub-Hamden; multivallate hill-fort, Arch. Journ., CVII (1950), 91; Glastonbury, I, pl. Ixx. 
Plentiful. Taunton Museum. 

*Kingsdown, Mells; univallate hill-fort, excavated St. George Gray, Archaeologia, LX XX, 77, fig. 2. One sherd, 
Taunton Museum. 

[Little Solsbury, Bath; univallate hill-fort, excavated W. Dowden, Proc. Bristol Spel. Soc., 1956-7, 18. One sherd. 
Ibid., 25, fig. 3, found, but now considered doubtfully of this type. Not mapped on fig. 20.] 

Littleton, Somerton; open settlement under Roman villa, excavated Radford, unpublished, a few sherds. 
Taunton Museum. 

*Meare; lake village, excavated Bulleid and Gray, Meare, I, pl. 4-15. Plentiful. Taunton Museum. 

*Sigwell, Charlton Horethorne; univallate hill-fort, Proc. Som. A. S., LEX, 10. One sherd. Taunton Museum. 

Westwood, Somerton; open settlement, few sherds; unpublished. Taunton Museum. 

*Wookey Hole, Wells; inhabited cave, H. Balch, Wookey Hole, pl. xv. Plentiful. Wells Museum. 

*W orlebury, Weston-super-Mare; univallate stone fort, excavated C. W. Dymond, Worlebury, 100, pl. ix, few 
sherds. Taunton Museum. 
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Observations on the Classification of 
Hill-Forts in Southern England 


by M. Aytwin CorrTon, Fs.A. 


differentiated which have similar structural forms and associated cultures. Some 
of these can perhaps be related, on a regional basis, to local political events or to 
the local Early Iron Age economy. 

In Period I of the British Iron Age, ¢c. 500-350 B.c., the earthworks associated with 
First A cultural material do not exhibit very marked regional differentiation. At that 
time the defences fall, to a great extent, into three types; simple palisade structures, small 
earthworks defending settlement sites, and the timber-laced ramparts of Hollingbury or 
Preist type found at arrival sites. This particular form of timber-lacing and simple dump- 
construction ramparts are found again in Period 2, c. 350-150 B.c. But during Periods 2 
and 3 there appears to be a much more localised differentiation. This can be illustrated by 
describing two groups in the south-west and two in the south-east of England. The 
groups chosen consist mainly of examples which have been but sparsely excavated, and 
they do not, in either area, include all the hill-forts of the region. 


Mi the numerous hill-forts of Southern England, many groups can be 


SOUTH-WESTERN ENGLAND 


The first group segregated in the south-west is that of the multiple-enclosure or 
widely spaced rampart hill-forts, which are described elsewhere by Lady Fox (p. 35). 

The second group in the south-west is distinguished from the above by the use of 
stronger defences in which the use of stone plays a greater part. This group can be 
designated as the south-west stone-revetted rampart or stone-wall hill-forts. It can be 
subdivided into three on varying structural form, but it would be premature to suggest 
that this subdivision represents entirely similar or contemporary structures. The sites 
included in each category are listed at the end of the paper. The subdivision suggested is: 


(1) South-Western stone-revetted rampart hill-forts 
(ii) South-Western single stone-wall hill-forts 
(iii) South-Western multiple stone-wall hill-forts 


OI 


INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY 


The South-Western stone-revetted rampart hill-forts consist of sites in which the 
characteristic feature is the building of a higher and stronger inner rampart than that 
which served the multiple-enclosure series. It is of stone-revetted dump-construction. 
The rampart can be stepped internally and entrances are strongly inturned. In three cases, 
Castle Dore II, Warbstow Bury and Castle-an-Dinas (St. Columb), a multiple enclosure 
was refortified. At Castle Dore II, this was achieved by heightening the inner rampart 
with material obtained from a re-cut of the inner ditch and the addition of a small 
counterscarp bank. This defence was stone-revetted and stepped internally. The entrance 
was now inturned and reinforced with stone-walling and vertical timbers. There was no 
associated pottery. Surface indications at Warbstow Bury and Castle-an-Dinas suggest a 
comparable refortification, but at all these sites there are indications that this refortifica- 
tion was not finished. The bivallate hill-forts of Okehampton and Tregonning Hill are 
on new sites, but, as their ramparts are of stone-revetted dump-construction, with no 
berm between the banks and ditches, they may belong to this class. In these the outer 
bank and ditch appear to be of a build contemporary with the inner, whereas in the 
refortified examples, the more widely spaced second rampart was reused or even 
strengthened. In either case, defence in depth was obtained, and the structural form has 
affinities with that of the Wessex multivallate hill-forts. No dating evidence was obtained 
at Okehampton, and there is not at present much internal evidence available for dating 
the group. On the Castle Dore evidence, they appear to belong to the end of the South- 
Western Second B culture and to antedate the cordoned wares of the South-Western 
Third C culture which should have arrived in Cornwall about the mid-first century B.c. 
They are perhaps the response of the cattle-breeders of the multiple-enclosure hill-forts 
to the arrival of the peoples who brought this culture to Cornwall and Devon. 

The South-Western single stone-wall hill-forts are characterised by having a defence 
which consists of a single stone wall either defending a roughly circular area on a hill-top, 
or following, in part, the hill contours. An outer earthen bank and ditch may also exist. 
But little can be said of the few sites which belong in this category as there is no excavated 
example. Trencrom Castle, one of the finest univallate works in Cornwall, has an 
exceedingly strong stone wall, faced internally with stone blocks large enough to be 
described as orthostats. Surface pottery is said to be of South-Western Second B charac- 
ter. St. Dennis! and Caer Brane have single stone walls, with outer earthen banks and 
ditches. The use of a single stone wall suggests a different technique to that of the above 
group (i), but without cultural affinities it cannot at present be said whether or not they are 
contemporary structures. 

The South-Western multiple stone-wall hill-forts are characterised by having more 
than one stone wall in their defensive system. The inner wall is strongly built, faced 
externally at least, and can have been up to 15 feet in height originally. A wide berm 
separates it from its ditch, and a second berm exists between this ditch and the outer stone 


tJ am indebted to Mr. Charles Thomas for information and many pointers on Cornish sites. The Hood, 
Corwinsawsen, does not, he tells me, appear to equate with this group. 
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wall and outer ditch. The outer wall is usually of slighter build. Entrances are strongly 
inturned or of elbow form. The two Cornish sites in the group are Chun Castle and 
Castle-an-Dinas (Lugdvan). Both are of approximately circular form. Castle-an-Dinas 
may perhaps be a two-period structure as, besides its two obvious stone walls there is 
possibly a third or inner destroyed defence, as well as an additional outer earthen bank 
and ditch. Four Devon hill-forts are of analogous form though they are not so circular. 
Cranbrook Castle is a much larger but unfinished work; Hunter’s Tor is possibly super- 
imposed on an earlier simple univallate work but has a long inturned entrance in its 
second phase; and Dewerstone Rock and Peter Tavy are somewhat similar. Exploration 
at Cranbrook Castle produced a little pottery of unascertained B type. But at Chun, 
Leeds found South-Western Second B, South-Western Third B, Western Third B 
stamped ware, and other pottery which has since been recognised as sub-Roman. Modern 
excavation is needed at these sites if the cultural associations of the defences are to be 
defined. From a structural view-point, they do seem to diverge from the technique used 
in the South-Western Second B culture or in the Wessex multivallate hill-fort culture, 
and for this group it may be necessary to look for different continental connections. Their 
dating is problematical at present. 


SOUTH-EASTERN ENGLAND 


In South-Eastern England, until recently, the hill-forts that have received the most 
attention have been those situated on the Chalk Downs. Those in Essex, Hertfordshire, 
Kent, Surrey and Berkshire, which are found on the Greensands or gravels, appear to 
have a somewhat different cultural and structural sequence. For these, the site which 
gives the best information is that of Oldbury Hill, Kent. It has seemed appropriate there- 
fore to use this as the type site for two groups which have been designated as Oldbury I 
and Oldbury II type hill-forts. 

The South-Eastern Oldbury I type sites fall into two groups: 


i) The Wealden group. 
group 
(ii) The group to the north of the Lower Thames Estuary. 


At Oldbury I, the defences consisted of a univallate contour bank of simple dump- 
construction, with a simple overlapping entrance at the north-east. The associated culture 
was Wealden, and was characterised by foot-ring bowls. This type of pot was in use 
c. 100 B.c., and reflects the influence in this area of the Southern First B culture which 
reached Sussex c. 300 B.c. The excavator considered that Oldbury I was constructed bya 
non-Belgic Wealden people at some date within the first half of the first century A.D., the 
stimulus being presumably the penetration of the Belgic Catuvellauni into Kent. But it 
has now been shown by Mr. Derek Allen that the Southern First C invasion can be dated 


2 Tam indebted to Lady Fox for showing me some of the Devon series, 


63 


INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY 


at least as early as 100 B.C. It is possible, therefore, that the Wealden people at Oldbury 
may have reacted to this threat, and may have built Oldbury I at that time, a date which 
is more consistent with the use of the foot-ring bowls. It is not at present possible to 
quote many analogies to Oldbury I in the Wealden area, but High Rocks I and Hammer 
Wood (:) I seem to be possibilities, as the associated pottery-fragments found so far are of 
Wealden character. Doubtless further excavations will increase considerably this Wealden 
group. 

To the north of the Lower Thames Estuary, a somewhat similar state of affairs 
seems to exist. In south Essex and south Hertfordshire there are a number of univallate 
enclosures which have, with one exception, yielded so little occupation material that it 
has been difficult to date them. They consist of plateau sites with banks of simple dump- 
construction with a tendency towards a sub-rectangular form, often with marked 
counterscarp banks. Entrances are simple gaps. In this area the hill-forts of The Aubreys 
and Walbury are exceptional in that they are both partially bivallate. At the former the 
outer defence seems to be unfinished; at the latter surface indications suggest that it may 
perhaps belong to a more northerly group and is peripheral to the present group. This is 
the area into which the Southern First C peoples first penetrated. Examination of the 
available evidence shows that, in the area, though there is good evidence for settlement 
by peoples with a First A or Second A culture, there is no evidence at present that these 
peoples built hill-forts during the third century B.c. in response to the Southern 
First B arrivals. To the south of the Lower Thames, such a response is evidenced in the 
Hollingbury type timber-laced rampart of Caesar’s Camp, Wimbledon, Surrey. But 
there is evidence that the area was penetrated, in part at least, by the Southern Second B 
culture. Briefly, the scanty pottery evidence produced by these sites consists of the 
unpublished Southern Second B pottery from Witham,3 a very composite pot from 
Loughton which was claimed as of ‘Early La Téne’ date,4 and the shapeless sherds from 
Ambresbury Banks, whose fabric can be paralleled in the vessels found at the settlement- 
sites on the banks of the Thames of First A and Second A character.5 The distribution map 
of these sites does not seem to present a picture of consolidated Southern Second B 
settlement like that shown by Professor Hawkes to exist in Wiltshire, in which territories 
of very uniform area each have their own hill-fort. It does rather suggest a retreat to high 
ground by the settlers of open sites nearer the lines of entry. It is suggested, though 
admittedly on very slender evidence, that this could have been a defensive reaction to the 
infiltration of the First Southern C peoples of c. 100 B.c. or earlier. But the resistance was 
of little import as the area soon fell under complete Belgic domination. There is at 
present, with the exception of Witham, but little to suggest an occupation of these sites, 
but the total excavation is still too small to exclude it entirely. 


The last group, the South-Eastern Oldbury II type hill-forts, are those sites at which 


3 As shown by Professor Hawkes. 
4 Cf. Dunning, Essex Naturalist, XXII, iti (1928), 117-38. 
5 Like that found at Lindon which was exhibited at the Conference. 
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an earlier defence, often of Oldbury I type, has been refortified. In this refortification a 
new form of rampart- and ditch-technique was used. The earlier univallate defences were 
converted to partially bivallate ones, and the main entrance defence was elaborated. This 
group is found chiefly in those parts of Kent, Surrey and Sussex which have been defined 
as an area which, until at least the eve of the Roman conquest, resisted Belgic penetration. 
The manner in which these hill-forts were refortified takes more than one form, and may 


be described as: 


(i) In the Oldbury I manner 
(ii) In the High Rocks I manner 
(iii) In the Caburn III manner 


At Oldbury Il, the refortification consisted of a heightening of the original bank on 
its northern side, in which the new rampart was now stone-crested. The original ditch 
was re-cut and was given a characteristic wide-bottomed form, and the main entrance 
at the north-east was supplied with additional outworks. Oldbury II has been compared 
with the Fécamp series of hill-forts in North-West France because of these features. It has 
been quoted as a unique example in South-East England. It is now suggested that there is 
nothing unique about Oldbury II and that there are probably many parallels in the area in 
which a similar refortification has occurred. The one feature found at Oldbury II, and one 
that is especially characteristic of the Fécamp series, but which is not typical in South- 
East England, is the great height of the bank. In the Fécamp series this may be an initial 
feature. At Oldbury I the height was due to the superimposition of the Period II bank on 
the Period I bank. But elsewhere this superimposition does not always occur, though the 
characteristics of stone-cresting, partial bivallation, wide-bottomed ditches and elaborated 
ditches do. Two modifications of this technique can be instanced. 

At High Rocks I, the original rampart was, in places, too close to the edge of the 
sandstone outcrop to permit of an additional outer defence. Here, the inside of the 
Period I bank was cut away by the Period II flat-bottomed ditch, and the Period II ram- 
part was built inside it. Its stone-cresting is now to be found only in the tumble into this 
ditch. An inturned entrance with elaborated outworks was built; but only on the side of 
easiest access is the hill-fort bivallate. In the later phase at Hammer Wood the stone- 
cresting appears also to have fallen completely into the ditch. 

A further modification occurs at Caburn III, a site which, unlike the others of this 
group, is situated on the Chalk Downs. Caburn III was first fortified c. 100 B.c. in the first 
expansion of the Wealden culture, and was occupied continuously well into the first 
century A.D. It was refortified by conversion from a univallate into a partially bivallate 
hill-fort by building the new defence on the north side outside the earlier. Again the 
entrance was elaborated. The new fortification consisted of a palisade which was set along 
the outer line of the original ditch, which was incorporated in a high chalk bank. The 
new ditch of this bank was of wide flat-bottomed form. There are many other hill-forts 
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in the area which suggest, from surface indications, that they too may have a similar 
structural sequence.°® 

On the structural evidence, taken alone, it might be postulated that this form of 
fortification was introduced into South-East England by the Southern First C peoples, 
who had used it on the Continent in the mid-first century B.c. against the Caesarian 
advance. But the date at which it was used in England presents problems. At Oldbury II 
the pottery associated with the defences was largely, if not predominantly, Belgic in 
character. It included a few fragments of imported pottery, including two sherds of 
Roman mortarium.7 There were two cremation burials in pedestal urns of purely native 
type inserted into the outer defences of the north-east entrance after their erection. The 
road-surface at the gate, and one of the gate-posts, had been burnt. The excavator con- 
sidered that the refortification of Oldbury was contemporary with, and presumably the 
result of, the Claudian invasion. He explained the disparity of a hundred years between it 
and its latest continental precursors as more apparent than real, quoting the continued 
occupation of some of those sites down to the second quarter of the first century a.D. If in 
the mid-first century A.D. they were still occupied, the Belgic conquerors of Oldbury 
merely copied a fashion which was still current among their cousins in Gaul. 

Pottery in association with High Rocks II is still insignificant in quantity, but it does 
include a wheel-turned pedestal base. Hammer Wood II has, as yet, no associated 
pottery. For the second fortification of the Caburn,’ Hawkes showed that Caburn II 
pottery occurred under the outer rampart, and the new structure could therefore only be 
dated by material found in situ in either the new outer ditch or the cleaned-out inner 
ditch. Fragments of a Claudian jug were found scattered through the rapid silt or talus 
from the back of the outer rampart in the inner ditch. Again, the entrance showed signs 
of destruction by fire. 

There are two features which should, however, be taken into account in assigning 
this refortification to the period of the Claudian conquest, in addition to that of the 
hundred years ‘hang-over’ of structural form. Firstly, to the north of the Lower Thames 
Estuary, in the settled heart of the Catuvellaunian kingdom, the hill-forts were not 
refortified (except perhaps at The Aubreys). It was only the oppida of Verulamium and 
Camulodunum that received attention, and then not in this manner. Secondly, this 
refortification in the Wealden group is the only one noted to cover all the events of the 
last century before the Conquest. Was there no resistance to the Catuvellaunian 
expansion into this area, or to the inter-tribal differences between the Catuvellauni and 
Atrebates when Eppillus invaded Kent, or even to the late penetration of Belgic iron 
workers? It is for consideration whether those fragments of mortaria and jug are not 
bedevilling the picture by pinning down these refortifications to so late a date. 


6 Cf. Squerries Camp; St. George’s Hill, Weybridge; and perhaps Caesar’s Camp, Easthampstead. Grims- 
bury Castle, Berkshire, may be an outlier. 

7 Ward Perkins, Archaeologia, XC (1944), 139-4I. 

8 Hawkes, Sussex Arch. Colls., LX XX (1939), 261-2. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE CLASSIFICATION OF HILL-FORTS IN SOUTHERN ENGLAND 


SOUTH-WESTERN HILL-FORTS 
Group I. SouTH-WESTERN MULTIPLE-ENCLOSURE OR WIDELY-SPACED RAMPART HItLL- 


FORTS 
This group is described by Lady Fox at pp. 35-58. 


Group IH. SouTH-WESTERN STONE-REVETTED RAMPART OR STONE-W ALL HILL-FORTS 


(i) South-Western Stone-revetted rampart Hill-forts 


Castle-an-Dinas (2) II, St. Columb Major, Cornwall. 10/945624. Unexcavated. 

Castle Dore II, Golant, St. Sampson, Cornwall. 20/104547. Excavated by C. A. Ralegh 
Radford, Journ. R. Inst. Cornwall, 1 (N.S. Appendix) (1951), 1-119. 

Tregonning Hill, St. Breage, Cornwall. 10/601298. Unexcavated. 

Warbstow Bury (2) II, Cornwall. 21/202907. Unexcavated. 

Okehampton, Devon. 20/605943. Excavated by J. W. Brailsford, P. Devon Arch. Expl. 
Soc. (1938), 86-91. 


(ii) South-Western Single Stone Wall Hill-forts 


Caer Brane, Sancreed, Cornwall. 10/408291. Unexcavated. 
St. Dennis, Cornwall. 10/(?)931583 (round the church). Unexcavated. 
Trencrom Castle, Lugdvan, Cornwall. 10/518362. Unexcavated. 


(iii) South-Western Multiple Stone Wall Hill-forts 


Castle-an-Dinas, Lugdvan, Cornwall. 10/485350. Unexcavated. 

Chun Castle, Madron and Morvah, Cornwall. 10/405339. Excavated by E. T. Leeds, 
Archaeologia, LX XVI (1926-7), 205-40; ibid., LX XXI (1931), 33-42. 

Cranbrook Castle, Moretonhampstead, Devon. 20/738890. Explored by S. Baring- 
Gould, Trans. Devon Assn., XXXII (1901), 129-35. 

Dewerstone Rock, Meavy, Devon. 20/538640. Unexcavated. 

Hunter’s Tor, Lustleigh, Devon. 20/762824. Unexcavated. 

White Tor, Peter Tavy, Devon. 20/543786. Unexcavated. 


SOUTH-EASTERN HILL-FORTS 
Group I. OL_pBuRY I TyPE HILL-FORTS 
(i) The Wealden Group 
Oldbury I, Ightham, Kent. 51/582563. Excavated by J. Ward Perkins, Archaeologia, XC 


(1944), 127-76. 
High Rocks I, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 51/561383. Excavated by J. Money. Recent 
excavations not yet published. 


67 


INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY 


Hammer Wood (2) I, Iping near Midhurst, Sussex. 41/845240. Excavated by J. Boyden, 
Sussex Arch. Colls., XCVI, 149-63. 


(i) The group to the north of the Lower Thames Estuary 


Ambresbury Banks, Epping Upland, Essex. 51/438003. Excavated by M. A. Cotton and 
J. Alexander. Publication forthcoming. 

Loughton Camp, Loughton, Essex. 51/418975. Excavated by S. Hazzledine Warren, 
Essex Naturalist, XXII, iii (April-September 1928), 117-38. 
Prittlewell Camp, Prittlewell, Essex. 51/888878. Excavated by Southend-on-Sea and 
District Ant. and Hist. Soc., T. Southend-on-Sea A. and H.S., Ul, i (1930), 29-48. 
Witham Camp, Witham, Essex. 52/823152. Excavated by T. Crusoe and F. Cottrill. 
Unpublished. 

Hadley Wood Camp, Hadley Wood, Herts. 51/263972. Excavated by D. F. Renn, 
Trans. E. Herts. A.S., XII, ti (1952-4), 204-6. 

South Weald Camp, South Weald, Essex. 51/578947. Unexcavated. 

Danbury Camp, Danbury, Essex. §2/778047. Unexcavated. 

Asheldham Camp, Asheldham, Essex. 52/976014. Unexcavated. 

Skitt’s Hill Camp, Braintree, Essex. 52/758227. Unexcavated. 

The Aubreys, Redbourne, Herts. 52/095113. Partially bivallate. Trenched during the 
1930's with negative results, 

Wallbury Camp, Great Hallingbury, Essex. 52/494178. Partially bivallate and may be 
peripheral to the group. Excavations started in 1959. 


GrovpP II. OLtpBury II Type HILL-FortTs 
(i) In the Oldbury II manner 
Oldbury II, Ightham, Kent. See above. 


(it) In the High Rocks II manner 

High Rocks II, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. See above. 

(:) Hammer Wood II, Iping near Midhurst, Sussex. See above. 
(iii) In the Caburn II manner 


Caburn III, Sussex. 51/445088. Excavated by E. C. Curwen, G. P. Burstow and A. E. 
Wilson, Sussex Arch. Colls., LXXX (1939), 193-213 with earlier references. 
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The Beginnings of La Téne Ornamental Style 
in the British Isles 


by E. M. Jorg, M.A., B.SC., F.S.A. 


RNAMENT in Iron Age Britain has a value beyond any contribution to a chrono- 

logical framework: the best of it is seen on metalwork, mostly parade equipment, 

and though rarely found in excavations, it does reveal the strength in Britain of 
the more wealthy and aggressive elements—Caesar’s equites or nobles. In this it is comple- 
mentary to the main body of our excavation evidence, and especially valuable in Britain, 
where by contrast with the Continent we have so few rich graves. 

Any ‘invasions’ of this period must be seen partly as intrusions of scattered groups of 
such nobles and their retinues, which will sometimes have included craftsmen. But the 
archaeology of fourth-century Italy warns us to be cautious in using the fine metalwork 
to illumine this difficult subject, for there the significant Celtic graves and their equipment 
seem at least one or two generations later than the documented incursion of transalpine 
Gauls into Italy c. 390 B.c.! The finest Iron Age metalwork in Britain is rather unfunctional 
parade equipment which must have been the product of more stable and leisured condi- 
tions than during colonising activity. We should probably seek our invasion archaeology 
in the more robust fighting or utilitarian equipment,? for brooches and small ornaments 
are just as likely to have been objects of minor trade or barter. 

Iron Age ornamented metalwork in Britain has a strongly distinctive insular charac- 
ter even from its beginnings within the third century B.c. There is hardly a piece which 
would not excite immediate comment if found in a continental grave: hence with few 
clear imports we have few potential models which could have inspired the British work. 
Rarely, moreover, have we reason to detect a continental hand at work on British-made 

t P. Jacobsthal, Early Celtic Art (1944), 144 ff.; J.R.S., XXIX (1939) 101-2: he demonstrates that the Italian 
graves of the Senones, etc., are datable to the later fourth century by the Attic and Italiote pottery they contain: 


cemeteries like Filottrano must have ended by 282-3 B.c., when the Senones were annihilated or dispersed by the 
Romans. 

2 For instance, the iron socketed axe of continental type found by Dr. Raftery in an early level at the rath of 
Feerwore, Co. Galway, beside the Turoe stone (J. Roy. Soc. Antiq. Ireland, LX XIV (1944), 29, fig. 4, 38). Compare 
the Long Wittenham site in the Upper Thames valley, with its strongly Gaulish (and some of it sophisticated) 
pottery, and its trinkets (H. N. Savory, in Oxoniensia, Il (1937), 1-11, and for recent consideration of dating, 
C.F. C. Hawkes, above, pp. 11-12 (= Antiquity, XX XIII (1959),179-80). It is regrettable that 25 years later we still 
have no further detailed examination of this potentially important site, as then called for by Dr. Savory. Also the 
nearby site at Mount Farm, Dorchester, with its countersunk spindle-whorl, a continental type (Oxoniensia, II 


(1937), 35-6). 
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pieces, though perhaps Ireland is instructive here. In some pieces we can, however, trace 
the process of assimilation of continental motifs into the repertoire of British workshops, 
which, as we learn from the fine daggers of La Téne I type, were doing skilled work at 
least in the south during the fourth century B.c.3 The stimulus towards work in the new 
style in the third century B.c. must have come largely from the more wealthy noble class 
(and not necessarily all of them intruders), as suggested by the daggers, and also from a 
flourishing priestly class suggested by the very existence of a sophisticated temple-plan 
such as that at Heath Row associated with Iron Age A pottery.4 


Chronology. Nevertheless, the general continental background of the British material can 
be defined. We must in the first instance be bold in our dating of British ornamented 
pieces, and construct initially the chronological framework required by their continental 
analogies. Only at the end, when attempting correlations with frameworks derived from 
other evidence, should we consider adjustments, such as the dangerous invoking of time- 
lag.5 Only so can we avoid unassessable bias. 

The main stream of La Téne-style ornament in the British Isles seems to spring from 
continental parent stocks during the progress of the La Téne I—II transition, but we must 
also consider some material (particularly daggers) in an earlier phase with continental 
Hallstatt D and La Téne I analogies. 

Dating of the continental later Hallstatt and La Téne phases has been clarified by the 
Heuneburg and Mont-Lassois excavations, as well as by further detailed studies of the 
Fiirstengraber and their contained southern imports.6 We may summarise the dating range 
for the transitions thus:7 


La Téne III 

Ce SO LOOIE GC! 
La Tene Il during the third century B.c. 
La Téne I 


during 470-430 B.C. 
Hallstatt II (= D) 


Hallstatt I (= C) 


first half of sixth century B.c. 
early seventh century B.c. 


3 For a study of a comparable phenomenon with similar uncertainties, see J. Bony, ‘French Influences on 
English Gothic Architecture’, J. Warburg and Courtauld Institutes, XII (1949), 1-15. Compare also some details 
of the seventh-century A.D. Codex Amiatinus, ibid. V (1943). 

4 Archaeology, I (1948), 74-8; above pp. 25-6. 

5 For the classic statement on the evils of invoking time-lag, see C. F. C. Hawkes and M. A. Smith, in 
Antiq. Journ., XX XVII (1957), 180-1. For our purposes we should not pay too much attention to proposed time- 
lags from this dating scheme, for instance in the Low Countries. This would presuppose transmission of material 
and ideas by gradually moving populations: the relation of each example to the space and time pattern of appro- 
priate continental analogies must be assessed on its own merits. 

¢ Summarised by, e.g., W. Kimmig and W. Rest, in Jahrb. R. G. Zentralmus. Mace I (1954), 208-14; S. 
Schiek, in Festschrift fiir Peter Goessler (1954), 158; W. Dehn, in Fundber. aus Schwaben, XIV (1957), 78 ff.; see also 
PB. Jacobsthal, Early Celtic Art (1944). 

7G. Kossack, Stidbayern wahrend der Hallstattzeit (1959), 50 ff., even argues for a beginning of La Téne A in 
the early fifth century. The time-phases are shown progressing upwards i in their stratigraphic order. 
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Continental background. Jacobsthal* has shown the correlations between these phase sub- 
divisions and the changes in ornamental style during La Téne I and II, with such further 
dating evidence as the ornament itself may offer. He characterises four main styles. The 
exuberant Early Style, largely symmetrical, is based on simple plant forms of the Greek 
world, geometric patterns, and much from the native tradition, the ‘Hallstatt arts’, but 
with weird animals and human faces of Oriental and Etruscan inspiration. This corre- 
sponds to the earlier part of La Téne I (but beyond Reinecke’s La Téne A), the earliest 
datable rich chieftains’ graves being fixed by their southern imports to the decades 
following c. 450 B.c. Some works in this style (e.g. the Lorraine Flagons) show the tall 
palmette not likely to have been taken from the repertory of the Greek warld before the 
early fourth century. 

From about the mid-fourth century emerged a style in which patterns derived from 
Greek plant forms were more emphasised. This style he named after the Waldalgesheim 
grave, which contained a late fourth-century Campanian bronze bucket, perhaps used as a 
model. From this style an exuberantly plastic style was developed, and at the same time 
also the low relief plant forms were more and more translated into linear ornament, 
particularly by sword-scabbard engravers; hence the term Sword Style. 

It is the Waldalgesheim and Sword styles which concern us for the genesis of La 
Téne-style ornament in the British Isles; the waning of the former and waxing of the 
latter were proceeding during the transition from La Téne I to II as defined from struc- 
tural features. Two swords have Waldalgesheim-inspired low relief ornament on their 
suspension loops, and Sword-style engraving on their scabbards; one, from Hungary,9 
has a standard La Téne I open ring-chape, while the other, from Cernon-sur-Coole 
(Marne),?° has a round chape, but clinging all the way round the scabbard-tip. A grave- 
group from Ceretolo (near Bologna)" contained this same type of fully developed La 
Téne II sword and chape and other typical La Téne II equipment, with a bronze jug of 
south Italian Hellenistic work of c. 200 B.c., showing the transition complete by about 
that time. The firm dating is scanty, but it is supported by lesser evidence, and the 
framework holds together. 

The mainstream of La Téne-style ornament in the British Isles stems from this La 
Téne I—II transition period, but we must first consider some earlier equipment which, 
because it reveals the state of craftsmanship then already being practised in Britain, is 
relevant to its genesis. 


Early Iron Daggers. Most notable are more than twenty iron daggers, mostly from the 
River Thames and all from the south of England, with continental analogues adequate to 
place them in Hallstatt II (D) (beginning c. 600-550 B.c.) or La Téne I (c. 450-300 B.c.).”2 

8 P. Jacobsthal, Early Celtic Art (1944), hereafter cited as E.C.A. 

9 E.C.A., No. 118, but detail better seen in Marton, in Dolgozatok, IX—X (1933-4), pls. liv, lv. 

10 F.C.A., No. 113, for engraving see E. T. Leeds, Celtic Ornament (1933), 10. 


1 QO. Klindt-Jensen, The Cauldron from Bra (1953), 71, 77-8, 91, n. 25. 
12 Proc. Prehist. Soc., forthcoming. 
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Fig. 22. Dagger-scabbard from the Thames at Windsor, 
showing loops for suspension. Scale 1:1.8 (just over 


2): 
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Fig. 23. Dagger-scabbard 
from the Thames at 
Wandsworth. Scale 1: 1.8 


THE BEGINNINGS OF LA TENE ORNAMENTAL STYLE IN THE BRITISH ISLES 


Even the five with continental Hallstatt analogies seem hardly of continental origin, and 
the scabbards and chapes of La Téne I type are sufficiently distinct from the continental La 
Téne I scabbards to suggest that they are not imports. They have fine iron blades, often 
ground as thin as 1—2 mm., with a delicate midrib’ (pl. iid). Most British examples have 
a double loop for suspension (fig. 22; pl. iiic), a single strap being the usual form on the 
Continent.4 The chapes are of cast bronze; as well as the simple anchor or open-ring 
typests there are a number of complex ornamental castings peculiar to Britain.t6 Some 
daggers show the tentative beginnings of curvilinear and asymmetric ornament; the cast 
chape from Wandsworth, the frilled top-edge outlines of those from Barn Elms (British 
Museum W.G. 2356); and West Buckland,17 Somerset, and the scabbard from Minster 
Ditch, Oxford? (fig. 24). The latter betrays a hint of influence from the Waldalgesheim 
style in the writhing trail of the engraving down the tip, all however here somewhat 
laboriously carried out by compass-work with no freehand engraving. This compass- 
constructed snake or writhing tail thus stands in marked contrast to the flowing freehand 
tails of Swiss or Gaulish scabbards.19 The main pattern may be compared with the 
broadly laid out patterns of continental La Téne I work in Early style. 

Among the most remarkable of these daggers is that with an openwork scabbard of 
fine yellow bronze from the Thames at Hammersmith (London Museum, A20705; pl. 
iiid ) whence came alsoa pair of simple openwork bronze discs.2? Openwork is a frequent 
theme on continental metalwork,?! though not commonly found on scabbards. This 
scabbard is laid out as an overall carpet of S-units (created by staggered cusps),?* asym- 
metrically arranged, as are those engraved on the Weisskirchen scabbard, which also has 
two small panels of openwork (E.C.A., No. 100). The dagger with openwork hilt from 
Havelte, Drenthe, Holland, should really be classed as La Téne I on account of its chape,?3 
and suggests a like classification for that from ‘Hertford Warren’, Suffolk.24 

These daggers imply that craftsmen of high skill and refinement were working in 


3 Ulster J. Arch., XXII (1958), pl. iti, 2, illustrating the blade of the extraordinary dagger from Cookham, 
Berks; these fine blades themselves might of course have been imported. 

14 Cp. Préhistoire, V (1936), 45-56. 

15 Proc. Prehist. Soc., XVI (1950), 3-5, pl.i; Brit. Mus. E.ILA. Guide (1925), 110, pl. ix; our pl. iii. 

16 Ibid., fig. 120; Later Prehist. Antigs. (1953), 63, fig. 22.2; Brit. Mus. E.I.A. Guide (1925), fig. 1203; a dagger 
with chape similar to the latter but with zigzag line filling the openings is now in the British Museum from the 
Thames at Battersea (1939, 10-6.1). Above, figs. 22, 23. 

*7 Proc. Prehist. Soc., XVI (1950), pl. i, opp. p. 16; Proc. Soc. Antiq.2, XXV (1913), 57. This top edge with 
central notch, giving a waved outline, is seen on scabbards from Jutas, Hungary (Archaeologia Hungarica, XI 
(1933), pl. xxvil.2) and from Toome, N. Ireland (fig. 25; Ulster J. Arch., XVII (1954), 82-5). 

18 Archaeologia, LX XIII (1923), 497; V.C.H. Oxon, I (1939), pl. xii.d, e; in Ashmolean Museum. 

19 P. Vouga, La Lene (1923), pls. 1, 1. 

20 Brit. Mus. E.I.A. Guide (1925), 147, fig. 170; cf. E.C.A. Nos. 180-200, etc. The London Museum acces- 
sion register suggests that this openwork dagger-sheath once had the British-type suspension with double loop 
on a fragment of the back-plate. 

4x For analogous use of openwork with a background of perhaps red leather, see E.C.A. No. 140 (helmet). 

22 For analogous use of cusping to form the design, see E.C.A. Nos. 195, 185, 181. 

3 Proc. Prehist. Soc., XXI (1955), 208; this scabbard-tip penetrating the chape-ring is like the transition form 
on swords from the Marne (Brit. Mus. ML 29-47), cf. also Lindenschmuidt, A.u.h.V., IL, 8, pl. 3. 

24 Proc. Prehist. Soc., XXI (1955), 208. The English piece had a pair of loops for suspension, the Drenthe piece 
a single strap. The English piece evidently had once a tube chape, now broken off. 
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bronze and iron in southern Britain during the fourth century B.c. (in Hawkes’s time- 
phases, later 1 and early 2);?5 they are to be firmly related to our Iron Age A cultural 
background, and imply a wealthy upper stratum of society.?° Although their work bears 
no more than isolated hints of curvilinear style, the existence of craftsmen working in 
Britain in their own regional version of the La Téne I manner (in structure, cast bronze 
chapes, and engraving) must modify our outlook on the genesis of the main La Téne 
types of ornamental work in the British Isles. Much of the best of the earliest elaborately 
ornamented work, moreover, comes from the Thames (as do the daggers) or from 
eastern England. We can thus better understand the distinctive insular character of the 
British material even in its earliest stages, and can see its rise asa gradual growth, to which 
we cannot do more than affix a time range, though we may be able to discern stages in 
the process. It may also make us a little more cautious in our statements about ‘invasions’ 
into England by chieftains and their retinues at this period. Significant in this matter is the 
absence from Britain of certain typical items of continental equipment such as girdle- 
clasps or torcs of La Téne I, or the girdle chains (in women’s graves) and iron sword- 
suspensions of La Téne II. 


Genesis of La Tene Style in the British Isles. In some works it seems possible to see this 
genesis actually in progress. A tentative aspiration towards flowing pattern has already 
been seen on the Minster Ditch scabbard (fig. 24). Imported continental pieces are infre- 
quent and only rarely can we detect their direct influence. The fragments of a bronze 
bowl (pl. ivb) found in a stone cist at Cerrig-y-Drudion,?7 Denbighshire, must have been 
made by a Gaulish craftsman c. 300 B.c., and the dagger-scabbard (pl. iva) in the Wisbech 
Museum?’ bears ornament, roughly executed but by the same rocked-tracer technique,?9 
which has clearly been inspired by a work in this continental two-dimensional version of 
the flowing fleshy low-relief Waldalgesheim style. The hatched triangle bordering, a 
rough version of the neat bordering seen on earlier British dagger-scabbards of the La 
Téne I series,3° is here seen in conflict with the freehand flowing design of the S-chains 
and tall palmettes. The scroll-ended S$ with fleshy swelling body may be seen on some 
minor works such as brooches of Viollier type Ia and Ib; some are probably imports,3# 


25 Above, pp. 6-8 (= Antiquity, XX XIII (1959), 170-82). 

26 Compare the significance of the Hallstatt D and Hallstatt C finds in Britain (Antiq. Journ., XXXVII 
(1957), 197; Proc. Soc. Antiq. Scot., LX XXVII (1953), 175-86. 

27 Antiq. Journ., VI (1926), 277; E.C.A., pp. 95, 211, and 471; O. H. Frey, in Ann. Litt. Univ. Besancon, 2nd 
series, 2.1 (1955), 4-30. 

28 It was acquired in 1847 among a collection of antiquities brought together by ‘Philosopher’ Smith of 
Wisbech, and presumably it was found in the Wisbech district (Stuart Piggott, in Proc. Prehist. Soc., XVI (1950), 
4-5). 

29 This technique became usual in Sword-style engraved work, both on the Continent and in the British 
Isles, but scored lines are used on our earlier dagger-scabbards: both techniques are used on the Minster Ditch 
scabbard. 

30 Brit. Mus. E.I.A. Guide (1925), 110; Later Prehist. Antiqs. (1953), 63; Arch. Journ., LX X XVI (1929), 87; etc. 

31 Box, Wilts, Brit. Mus. E.I.A. Guide (1925), 94; Hunsbury, Arch. Journ., XCIII (1936), 61. Compare, e.g., 
one from Singen, Germany (Neue Ausgrabungen in Deutschland (1958), 118, fig. 9). 
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Fig. 24. Dagger-scabbard from Minster Ditch, 
near Oxford: back view, showing ornament 
and suspension-strap. Scale: rather over $ 
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Fig. 25. Sword-scabbard from the River 
Bann at Toome, on the Antrim-Derry 
border. Scale a little less than $ 
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but others, such as that from Maiden Castle,3? are proclaimed by structural details such as 
the hinge-mechanism to be products of British workshops. 

Of other possible imports the Newnham Croft arm-ring33 stands out, and the influ- 
ence of this kind of low-relief rather thin version of Waldalgesheim ornament can just be 
seen on the Beckley and Wood Eaton involuted brooches (British products, see below). 
There are several imports in Ireland, notably the Clonmacnoise torc, the influence of 
which on native work may perhaps again be detected (see below). 

The sword from the Thames at Standlake3¢ (pl. va, c) is very instructive, showing 
as it does experiments with several continental features. First, it has a finely-wrought iron 
chape, a refined piece of blacksmith’s art to be compared with the iron chapes of sword- 
scabbards from the Marne graves.35 At the top of the chape-binding, above the bronze 
tip-plate, is a delicate iron cross-bridge of double hour-glass form, with remains of 
engraved line, analogous to the bird-bridges of the Swiss Middle La Téne swords,36 and 
seen in plant form on the Hunsbury scabbard. 

On the tip-plate is modelled in swelling relief a pelta hanging from a loop, its 
flattened ghost-like end-scrolls suggesting that this was devolved ultimately from the 
palmette or split-palmette motif,37 as can be seen on the helmet from Berru, Marne. This 
is bordered by a coarse rocked-tracer line;3° outside this is a flat band which from the 
sides of the loop sprouts into flexed arms broadening into spatulate hands, a motif 
related to designs on the Waldalgesheim grave torcs39 (pl. vb). The background is 
entirely filled with joggled hatching worked with a rocked tracer. 

The tip-plate bears a swirling line of plain bronze in reserve against a hatched back- 
ground, entirely freehand in its flow, by contrast with the Minster Ditch scabbard (fig. 
24), and, especially in the branching from the main stem, unmistakably related to 
Waldalgesheim style (E.C.A., No. 103; p. 421). 

Thus here is a scabbard with continental features, and ornamental schemes used in an 


32 C. Fox, in Arch. Camb., LX XXII (1927), 68 ff; Pattern and Purpose (1959), Chap. II. 

33 V.C.H. Cambs, I (1938), 294; C. Fox, Archaeol. Cambridge Region (1923), pl. xv. For continental parallels, 
see, e.g., E.C.A. No. 252, and J. Filip, Keltové ve Stredni Europé (1956), pl. xxxvi, 8, 9. 

34 H. J. Case, in Rep. Oxon. Archaeol. Soc., LX X XVII (1949), 7-8. 

35 A number in the Morel collection at the British Museum have recently been cleaned and examined by 
Mr. van Geersdaele and Mr. R. M. Organ, and shown to be of iron. The Standlake chape is basically the open 
ring form of La Téne I, as is also the flattish top of the scabbard. A number of Swiss chapes (and especially bird- 
bridges) are also of iron, and Mr. J. M. de Navarro (private communication) notes a likeness in the remains of 
engraving on the bridge to one in Neuchatel (Cat. No. 1109). 

36 J. M. de Navarro, in Proc. Prehist. Soc., XXI (1955), 234-5, 247-8. 

37 O. H. Frey, Ann. Litt. Univ. Besancon, and ser., II (1955), 13. Cf. also E.C.A. Nos. §5, 143, 355¢, 401; 
pp. 444, 464. A. Riegl, Stilfragen, Grundlegungen zu einer Geschichte der Ornamentik (1893), 248-68 ; T. G. Frisch, in 
Excavations at Dura Europos (Final Report, IV, 1949), 3-7. This loop-and-pelta as a layout unit, which we can see 
here in the making, then assumed some significance in the finest British work, as seen on the central boss of the 
Witham shield, or the Torrs chamfrein (Archaeologia, XCVI (1955), 201). The term ‘gesprengte-Palmette’ 
should be translated ‘split-palmette’ rather than “sprung-palmette’. 

38 For such bordering line, compare the ornament at the top of the La Téne II scabbard, with La Téne II 
brooch, from Neunkirchen, Austria (R. Pittioni, Urgeschichte des Oesterreichischen Raumes (1954), 681). 

39 E.C.A., No. $5, pl. 45; Nos. 103, 113, especially 207 (pl. 125 middle bottom); No. 143 for layout of loop 
and pelta, swelling contour, joggled and notched bordering. 
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unusual manner, the flexed arms here almost ghost-like, being in the Waldalgesheim 
prototypes an integral part of the primary motif. 

It may be noted also how the engraver has translated the three-dimensional inter- 
twining of plant stems in the Waldalgesheim style into line-pattern on a plane surface. 
When set out correctly, as in the main structural stem-crossings on the Hungarian scab- 
bard (pl. vib, better seen in the line drawing, E.C.A. p. 476), some illusion of depth is 
created, though the figure of 8 infillings in this design are not so carefully drawn, and 
most of the crossings are bungled on some continental scabbards (ECAR Noses 6117) 
In the rare instances of stem-intertwining in British engraved patterns, even the main 
structural stem-crossings are bungled (pl. via, right side of engraved pattern), though even 
then some sense of depth can be retained (pl. vid, top right). 

The continental background for the Irish scabbards (discussed again below) is 
illustrated by comparing the refined elegance of the swellings enriching the line on one 
Lisnacrogher scabbard (pl. ivd) with the same motif on one from Yugoslavia (pl. ive; 
EX @eAwNGH12G): 


Brooches. Some brooches found in Britain seem to be imports of continental Viollier La 
Tene I types.4° Others, however, reveal considerable experimenting by British brooch- 
makers during the third and earlier second centuries B.c.4t The Maiden Castle brooch has 
already been mentioned for its engraved swelling S-body, and its hinge-mechanism 
shows it to be a British product. This delicate and skilful mechanism seems to have been 
developed by the makers of involute brooches, an entirely British invention found from 
Yorkshire to Cornwall and made the vehicle for a great variety of ornament.4? Particu- 
larly important to us are those from Oxfordshire43 (Beckley and Wood Eaton) which 
show the use of fragmented motifs of Waldalgesheim style on the foot-disc. But these 
motifs are little more fragmented than those on the bronze torc, E.C.A., No. 247, from 
the Waldalgesheim grave itself, and these discrete little worm-like elements are not 
uncommon in continental work,44 so this in itself is no particular sign of fumbling in 
British work. A work like the Newnham Croft armlet could have provided a source- 
book for the units on the brooches. 

We must be cautious about accepting as evidence of early (i.e. third century) date 
rather heavy flowing ornament in which scroll-finials or leaves are continued from the 


4° For example, Deal (Kent) or Cowlam (Yorks), etc.; C. F. C. Hawkes, in Antiq. Journ., XX (1940), 120, 

276; V.C.H. Oxon, I (1939), pl. xviic (cf. E.C.A. No. 287); Sir Cyril Fox, Pattern and Purpose (1959), Chap. II, 
Isso AT IEST, Cie, 

i 4" C. F.C. Hawkes and P. F. Jacobsthal, in Antiq. Journ., XXV (1945), 124: ‘The only country where attempts, 
hazardous and ephemeral, were made to alter the time-proved construction of the fibula is Britain; it seems to 
have been a British peculiarity to take an interest in these gadgets, and to experiment with their construction and 
decoration.’ 

42 Sir Cyril Fox, Pattern and Purpose (1959), pls. 8, 9; Archaeologia, LX (1908), 251 ff. Relevant here also are the 
related pieces such as from Newnham Croft (Cambs), Wood Eaton (Oxon), and Red Hil! (Notts). 

43 V.C.H. Oxon, I (1939), 260; Sir Cyril Fox, Pattern and Purpose (1959), 13, pl. 12; for that from near the 
W ood Eaton temple site (actually Islip parish), see Oxoniensia, XVIU-X VIII (1954), 217, fig. 41. 

44 B.C.A. No. 92. 
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tips as the stem for the growth of the next pattern unit, a characteristic of Waldalgesheim 
stylets but also seen, for instance, in the openwork ornaments widely produced in pro- 
vincial Roman workshops of the first to third centuries a.p.46 The spoons from Weston47 
(Somerset) emphasise this, for this type of implement is more at home in the first century 
B.C. or later.48 The heavy bronze casting from Brentford with ornament in similar style49 
(usually taken as a chariot horn-cap) would also seem more at home in such a context 
rather than masquerading as a continental imports? of Waldalgesheim style. This whole 
question requires much more thought and study, as does the relation of this solid low- 
relief ornament to the thin line style (also seen on spoon handles), which became such a 
source of refined work later.5! 


A few small ornaments are related to Iron Age A occupation: the head from Hengist- 
bury, which has been attached to some other object,5? and the boar from W oodingdean,53 
Brighton, like those (presumably votive) found later on temple sites.54 Such are the early 
manifestations of the taste for animal ornament which became an increasingly important 
aspect of Celtic Art in the British Isles. During the third or early second century refined 
and delicate animal modelling may be found, as on the Red Hill and Wood Eaton bird- 
brooches.55 It may be seen on some of the major works of the ‘classical’ phase, the fine 
birds seen on the Wandsworth round shield-boss and unobtrusively on the lower disc of 
the Witham shield,s® the finials of the Torrs horns, or the stylised horse-masks of the 
Witham, Wandsworth and Battersea shields.57 


The human form is rare in British work. The only early example is to be seen peering 
from a lozenge-void in the engraved pattern on one of the Torrs horns:58 this placing 
of faces as inhabitants of the plant ornament is a southern habit taken from Italy, 
particularly by the creators of Waldalgesheim styles9 (see above). 


45 F.C.A., pp. 94-5. 

46 A good example is shown in Olwen Brogan, Roman Gaul (1953), 152. For discussion, see T. G. Frisch, in 
Excavations at Dura Europos (Final Report, IV, 1949), 3-7; but the problem of continuity through the second and 
first centuries B.C. is not really discussed: perhaps this is in fact a new infusion from Hellenistic styles, as probably 
seen also in the Gundestrup cauldron. 

47 Sir Cyril Fox, Pattern and Purpose (1958), 36-7. 

48 J. Dechelette, Manuel d’ Archaeol., IV (1927), 781-33; Proc. Soc. Antiq. Scot., LVIII (1924), 143-SI. 

49 Sir Cyril Fox, Pattern and Purpose, pls. 3-4; the object has now been deposited with the Layton Collection 
in the London Museum, and the necessary photographs have been taken. 

5° J. M. de Navarro, in Heritage of Early Britain (ed. M. D. Knowles, 19 52), 73-4. 

5 For example, Ulster J. Arch., XX (1958), 95-102. 

52 J. P. Bushe-Fox, Hengistbury, 61, pl. xxix.6: in spite of the excavator’s general warning about stratification 
on the site, this head may perhaps be accepted, as it came from an area producing only Iron Age A pottery. 

53 E. C. Curwen, Archaeology of Sussex (2nd ed., 1954), 222-4; Proc. Soc. Antiq.*, X XI (1907), 489-90. 

54 E.g. Hounslow, Brit. Mus. E.I.A. Guide (1925), 148; Later Prehist. Antiq. (1953), pl. xxii. 

55 Antig. Journ., XXV (1945), 117-24. 

5° Brit. Mus. E.I.A. Guide (1925), 105, fig. 115 (right-hand side of engraved pattern): cf. E.C.A., No. 129, 
just above the 9. 

57 Archaeologia, XCVI (1955), pls. lxxii, Ixxiv; Fox, Pattern and Purpose (1958). 

58 R. J. C. Atkinson and S. Piggott, in Archaeologia, XCVI (1955), 220. 
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Engraved ornament is seen developed down the full length of five fine north-east 
Irish scabbards,6° which have a distinctive style of their own. This is seen both in the 
engraving, with its hour-glass junctions between the S-scrolls, and in the long slender 
tips which emphasise the open intention of the pear-shaped chapes (fig. 25). That this Irish 
work began in the third century B.c. is indicated by the late La Téne I background of these 
open chapes, which is continental®™ and not British; this influence is also seen in the 
structural design of the 3-link horse-bits.* The engraved patterns on two Lisnacrogher 
scabbards (Nos. 2 and 1) have analogies on continental scabbards,® particularly Hun- 
garian (pl. vib) (though the styles hardly interpenetrate fully), and that from Toome 
has fleshy swelling S-bodies. Some features of these engraved patterns, such as the 
comma-leaf with hair-spring spirals on Lisnacrogher 1, also have analogies in some 
British works,®4 the Torrs horns and the Witham shield, presumably revealing interplay 
between workshops.°s The scabbard from Coleraine is pervaded with continental 
layout,°6 but has three trumpet-junctions, a motif with great potential for later develop- 
ments in Celtic Art in the British Isles (see above). The third scabbard from Lisnacrogher 
(3) has the only Irish example of gridded basketry,°7 betraying some contact with British 
workshops probably as late as the first century B.c., and that this Irish tradition continued 
for some generations after its inception is also suggested by a chape(Brit. Mus. 80. 12-2.1) 
with reserved zigzag line-ornament. The other scabbard from Coleraine has ornament 
laid out in a spacious manner, though the detail looks like apprentice work. 

Thus we seem to have in north-east Ireland a sword style developed from continental 
inspiration, probably influenced by an imported craftsman. Ireland in fact offers aclearer 
field for detecting such foreign craftsmen at work, for by the third century s.c. the native 
bronze craft seems mediocre, and there is no body of material with La Téne I analogies 
corresponding to the British dagger series, to indicate a flourishing native craft.68 At 
Lisnacrogher we may even have the contents of a chieftain’s armoury, with several 


60 Lisnacrogher and Toome, Ulster J. Arch., XVII (1954), 81-91; J. R. Allen, Celtic Art (1904), pl. xxii, opp. 
p. 148; Coleraine, J. Raftery, Prehistoric Ireland (1951), 186-7, figs. 216, 216a. 

&* Compare Brit. Mus. E.J.A. Guide (1925), 58, fig. 56.3 (64.6-6.2, from Miribel, Ain); Ilona Hunyady, 
Kélten a Karpatmedencébén (Diss. Pannonicae, 2nd ser. 18, 1944), pl. xxx1.1, left; pl. xvi; Dolgozatok, 9-10 (1934), 
pl. xliv.7: there are many more of this type in these areas of Europe, with a less pronounced moulding at the 
chape waist, e.g. R. Pittioni, Urgeschichte des Oesterreichischen Raumes (1954), 683, figs472-5: 

6 Ulster J. Arch., XIII (1950), 57-60; XVII (1954), 88-9; Sir Cyril Fox, Llyn Cerrig Bach (1946), 28-34. 

63 Note E.C.A., Nos. 126; 104, 106, 108; 100; and for the general layout of Lisnacrogher 2 on either side of 
the midrib, E.C.A., No. 127. 

64 Archaeologia, XCVI (1955), 215-24. 

6s Compare the connections seen between, for instance, Hungarian and Swiss scabbards(J. M. de Navarro in 
Proc. Prehist. Soc., XXI (1955), 233-48). 

66 Compare the back of the brooch, E.C.A., No. 331. 

°7 It is most important to distinguish between hatching arranged rather at random, and gridded basketry, as 
seen on the mirrors: for a discussion of this scabbard in relation to British work, see Ulster J. Arch., XVII (1954), 
86, 90 

68 There are some bronze finds from Ireland of Hallstatt D significance: the wooden cauldron from Altartate, 
Co. Monaghan, which Professor Hawkes and Miss Smith convincingly argue to be analagous to the Hallstatt D 
cauldrons (Antiq. Journ., XX XVII (1957), 198; and there is surely no need to make it later in date on account of 
that simple ornament) emphasises this and points to the ever-present importance of wood as a material even for 
aristocratic work in such areas. 


TS 


INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY 


generations of parade equipment, copied, altered and made anew in one closed workshop 
tradition initiated by such a craftsman. 9 

In Ireland we may perhaps also see more clearly the intrusion of chieftains and their 
retinues (with craftsmen). As well as the possibilities in the north-east, there is in the 
west the rath of Feerwore,7° looking archaeologically very like the product of a colonis- 
ing enterprise, with its continental-type iron socketed axe, an iron brooch, and the 
impressive Turoe stone once standing beside it, which has continental but no British 
analogies. Its carver must have been conversant with Rhenish7! or Gaulish work of the 
later fourth or third centuries B.c. These conclusions are further enforced by imports such 
as the gold torc from Clonmacnoise,7? continental work in the Plastic style (which seems 
to have inspired some Irish cast bronze pins).73 This torc moreover has a junction at the 
back looking very like some Irish glass beads and perhaps done in an Irish workshop. 
These imports in the west continued; we may cite the Ballyshannon sword of the first 
century B.Cc.,74 and also the Broighter collar,75 of which the T-junction ends seem con- 
tinental, with a new tubular collar put on in the British Isles. 

That the western seaways were fully open channels of human intercourse during the 
Hallstatt and La Téne periods is shown by an increasing body of import finds. For the 
present argument the Cerrig-y-Drudion bowl and the Clonmacnoise torc are most 
significant. Of the few imported objects in the British Isles which seem a potential 
moulding influence on British La Téne style most came from westerly find-spots. We 
must therefore look on the western seaways as a unifying factor in human intercourse 
rather than a barrier. 

Evidence of the scabbard-engravers’ style may be seen on equipment other than 
scabbards. The engraving on the Torrs horns? has straight bands sharply contradicting 
the main flow of the pattern, a relic of the hiatus caused by the functionally-dictated posi- 
tion of the scabbard binding-bands. This is illustrated by the Hungarian scabbard(E.C.A., 
No. 116)77 and the actual bands may be seen on some continental scabbards (E.C.A., No. 
103); even when carefully modelled their position may conflict with the engraved 
pattern (E.C.A., No. 90), and only occasionally is the binding integrated with the engrav- 
ing into a unified design (E.C.A., Nos. 96, 100, 109). On the scabbard from the River 
Trent at Sutton78 the discrete pattern-units are grouped according to a different system; 

69 We might compare the series of British parade shields, Wandsworth, Witham and Battersea, for an 
analogous continuity of tradition within a workshop, though in this case the finds are scattered. 

7° J. Raftery, in J. Roy. Soc. Antiq. Ireland, LX XIV (1944), 23-52, esp. fig. 4.38 for axe. 

7 E.C.A., No. 11, for the relief style. 

7 E.C.A., No. 49, p. 170; J. Roy. Soc. Antiq. Ireland, LUI (1923), 14-6. 

73 Particularly J. Roy. Soc. Antiq. Ireland, LII (1922), 178 (cf. E.C.A., Nos. 211, 212); J. Raftery, Prehistoric 
Ireland (1951), fig. 248.3, fig. 253.12; Ulster J. Arch., XVII (1954), pl. viiib. 

74 Proc. Prehist. Soc., XXI (1955), 227. 

75 Proc. Prehist. Soc., XX (1954), pl. iv; cf. E.C.A., No. 62. 

76 Archaeologia, XCVI (1955), 220. 

77 There is a hint of it also on that from Cernon-sur-Coole(E.C.A., No. 113), so important in the continental 


background of British work, and possibly even in the Weston spoons. 
78 Sir Cyril Fox, Pattern and Purpose (1959), pl. 21; Arch. Journ., XCI (1934), 104 ff.; compare one from Les 
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but three of these units show the hiatus in microcosm, being themselves conceived round 
the contradicting line. 

In the Yorkshire chariot-burials there is no sign of Waldalgesheim-inspired orna- 
ment in the formative phase (nor indeed of the breadth and poise of the ensuing 
phase, for the whole aspect is rather primitive, though of the greatest interest in other 
ways). There seems little influence from here on the main stream of La Téne ornamental 
style in the British Isles; even the spidery style seems more at home farther south (Huns- 
bury may be of more consequence). Some of the brooches are, however, structurally 
of British design. Any continental analogies for the material are virtually all of La Téne 
1,79 though very few chariot-burials are found after La Téne I8° (most of them early in 
that period). Some Yorkshire graves contain scanty, simple and primitive possessions, as 
one at Cowlam®! with a swelling bronze arm-ring and a brooch of Viollier type Ia; and 
such burials may approach more nearly an intrusive phase (see p. 69 above). Some prob- 
lems may perhaps be clarified in Yorkshire, such as the genesis of the British three-link 
horse-bits.82 

These formative ventures in the curvilinear achieved in the end a mature group of 
works of such balance, poise, and breadth of conception as to constitute a classical phase 
within the sphere of Early Celtic Art in the British Isles. They include such easy-flowing, 
confident and sometimes even tranquil masterpieces as the Wandsworth and Witham 
shields (and at the end of the series, the Battersea shield), and the Witham sword’ (never 
properly analysed), the Torrs chamfrein, the disc on the trumpet from Lough-na-Shade 
(just below Navan, Co. Armagh), and two of the Lisnacrogher scabbards. The graceful 
fleshy swelling bodies, the interplay of solid shapes and curved surfaces, very stylised 
plant-forms and tight hair-spring spirals, are basic features of this mature style; three 
works show the masterly waved rib produced by such simple means—punchwork from 
the back. The final simplification of the Greek split-palmette motif and its appendages to 
the bold loop-and-pelta layout on the central boss of the Witham shield (a process we 
have traced on the Standlake scabbard) shows a clarity of conception. The real character 
lies in the calm self-assurance of broad overall conception which can overcome even a 
rustic line or dishevelled engraved pattern.%+ This is the real achievement of the pre- 
Roman Iron Age artist-craftsmen at work in the British Isles. 

79 The comparisons are more with Switzerland or farther east. There is really little for comparison among 
the Marne graves; both ‘Marnian’ and ‘Arras Culture’ are misleading terms. The derivation of the name ‘Arras’ 
(Eng. Place Name Soc., E. Riding Yorks (1937), 260) shows that it is quite unrelated to Arras, N. France. The 
existence by Roman times of the Parisi to the south is further misleading. 

8° For the German and Austrian La Téne I two-wheeled chariot burials, see S. Schiek in Festschrift fiir Peter 
Goessler (1954), 162-7; for France, J. Déchelette, Manuel d’ Archaeol., IV (1927), 529; and Gallia, XVII (1959), 
5-36. For La Téne II chariot-burials, see Nanterre (Seine) (J. Déchelette, Manuel d’Archeol, IV (1927), 531, 546; 
L’ Anthropologie, 1902, 66), and Pothées (Marne) (Gallia XVII (1959), 32-3). La Téne II and III, S. J. de Laet, The 
Low Countries (1958), 164, 178 (reference to an unpublished chariot-burial near Nijmegen). 

81 Archaeologia, LX (1908), 251 ff.; for brooch, Antiq. Journ., XX (1940), 119-21; for arm ring, cf. J. Filip, 
Keltové Ve Stredni Europé (1956), pl. lx, 10; O. Tschumi, Urgeschichte des Kantons Bern (1953), 250, 335, 201. 

82 Proc. Prehist. Soc., V (1940), 173 ff.; and note 61 above. 


83 A fine photograph is well reproduced in Antiq. Journ., XIX (1939), pl. xlv. 
4 As seen on the Witham sword and shield. 
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This select Early group has a curious distribution, perhaps due partly to the mobility 
of the nobles, though chieftains must be wedded to their territory; a partial correspon- 
dence with the distribution of early daggers may be noted, and in north-east Ireland we 
see an actual settlement area. The effect of later tribal or refugee movements has also 
to be borne in mind when considering treasured family parade-pieces, for some show 
evidence of a long life in antiquity. 

Continuing continental infusions may sometimes be suspected, particularly on the 
Witham shield, where there was even a continental hand in the craft-team, as shown by 
the uniform and severe rosettes, and the dot-ended vein-lines of the engraved leaves. The 
use of coral settings comes from the Continent (the coral itself probably came from 
beyond the east Mediterranean), and so probably did the impressive technique of gilding 
with mercury-gold amalgam observed on the Battersea shield;85 for the helmet from the 
La Gorge Meillet chariot grave was also gilded.86 

There are occasional later imports in Britain (as in Ireland) though once again their 
origin is not always indisputable. With the great Aylesford bucket, for instance, the leaf- 
chains are conducted with such prosaic stiffness compared with those of the Gundestrup 
cauldron as to remind us of parallel experiments made with Waldalgesheim motifs by the 
maker of the Standlake scabbard. The Marlborough bucket, on the other hand, with its 
almost Elizabethan renaissance heads, is much more clearly continental work. 

But the grace of the fleshy curves seems to have had little persisting influence on the 
later mainstream of British work.87 It gives way to a thin wiry line, too flimsily joining 
roundels which are fully charged with pattern (pl. vic). This is typical of much British 
work of the first century B.c. and earlier first century a.D., and the actual genesis from the 
style of the mature earlier works is not easily traceable in detail. The Battersea shield, 
however, shows already the heavy roundels joined by a rather wiry line (but modelled in 
relief; the weakness only appears when this is translated into flat line), and certain affinities 
of the design to those of the Witham and Wandsworth-roundel shields make it difficult to 
place this much more than a generation after the m—r50 B.c. seems a reasonable limit. 
There are a few other suggestive pieces, such as the Sawdon brooch,88 on the bow of 
which tight hair-spring spirals are joined by a sucked-in two-piece body with a trumpet 
junction at its middle, a motif of great potential for the whole future of Celtic Art, and 
which we have already seen on a scabbard from Coleraine. In this later phase from the 
first century B.c. the most successful works are those with some plastic feeling arising 
from relief ornament. 


Summary. We may thus summarise the conclusions from a preliminary study of this 
metalwork covering the period roughly from the fifth to the second centuries 8.c.—with 


85 Proc. IVth Internat. Congress Prehist. Protohist. Science Madrid (1954), 760. 

86 J. Fourdrignier, La Gorge Meillet (1877), pl. viii. 

87 Cf. the Lorraine Flagons, E.C.A., No. 381. The bosses from Peterborough (Later Prehist. Antiqs. (1953), 
69); much rougher work but with similar rosettes, perhaps the fittings of a helmet (cf. E.C.A., Nos. 141, 143) is 
perhaps a native more rustic essay in this style, showing also the fleshy swelling (cf. E.C.A., No. 143). 

88 Sir Cyril Fox, Pattern and Purpose (1959), 8, fig. 5. 
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this caution, however, that the categories are not sharply definable in time, especially at 
their later ends; new fashions may arise and spread quickly,89 but trail off gradually into 
insignificance. 

First, there is from south Britain a group of daggers of La Téne I type, but seemingly 
of British make, a skilful insular version of La Téne I Early Style. Behind these lie a few 
Hallstatt D type daggers (some also British-made) which may be set beside the other 
material of Hallstatt D in Britain. These imply highly skilled craftsmen at work in 
southern Britain, to be related culturally to an Iron A population during the later sixth, 
fifth and fourth centuries B.c., and in fact revealing therein an aristocratic element. This is 
an essential background against which to see the beginnings in Britain of a La Téne style 
ornament, and makes understandable its insular individuality. 

Out of this arose the confident mature work, classical within the whole range of La 
Téne style in the British Isles, of the third and earlier second centuries B.c. The mature 
broad assurance of this work seems to disperse by the late second or first century B.c., with 
its less sophisticated character and more spidery line-work, the best later work involving 
plastic forms modelled in the solid. These changes may be compared with continental 
plebeianising tendencies through La Téne II and III. 


89 Even this is not always so: there may be a long delay before a new style or motif becomes popular, as with 
shaped gables in the sixteenth century a.p. (Essays in Building History in memory of B. H. St. J. O’Neil, ed. E. M. 


Jope, 1960). 
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posed themselves to me recently, and to which no solution is necessarily offered. 
The first relates to the beginnings of Iron Age Cin this country. The distribution 

of Bellovacian gold staters has been mapped both by Brooke (Antiquity, VII, 270) and by 
Mack (Coinage of Ancient Britain, 2), and both state that these coins were brought over by 
trade before the first Belgic invasion of c. 75 B.c. But it has been clear for some time that 
this introduces a difficulty. The distribution clearly corresponds, as Brooke himself noted, 
with that of the first Belgic settlement: who were these trading people inhabiting just this 
area before the arrival of that settlement? A few very backward Iron Age A people: the 
main wealth of Britain in Iron Age B was west and north of this distribution which 
corresponds with nothing pre-Belgic. 

But if these coins represent the settlement itself, a problem of chronology confronts 
us. Are there any other grounds for pushing the first Belgic settlement back behind 75 
B.C.2 Would it help to do so: 

We can point to two such grounds: 


Pros are often individual; those offered here are merely things which have 


(a) The general political situation. The first Belgic settlement was a folk movement. 
Such folk movements need a stimulus or cause. (People have to be pushed out.) 
I know of none in or around 75 B.c. But the Germanic pressures culminating in 
the invasions of the Cimbri and Teutones (who were ravaging Gaul from 
c. 111 B.C.) do offer this needed stimulus. It is true of course that the Remi told 
Caesar that the Belgae alone of the tribes of Gaul had resisted the Cimbri and 
Teutones and kept them out of their territory: but even if this were strictly 
true, pressures will nevertheless have been set up. 

(b) The second point concerns the chariot. This is a real difficulty. There is no sign 
of chariots in Caesar’s account of his Gallic war, and he was clearly taken by 
surprise at their appearance among the Belgae in Britain. The seventeen years 
between 75 and 58 B.c. are a very short time for the total disappearance of all 
trace of the war-chariot in Gaul, even among backward tribes. They had 
become a purely cavalry people as far as the wealthier classes were concerned. 
Piggott has boldly grasped the dilemma by the horns in a recent article.t He 

* Roman and Native in North Britain (ed. I. A. Richmond), 15. 
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writes: “The forces of Cassivellaunus, even when most had been disbanded, still 
included 4,000 chariots, and so double this number of horses . . . they had 
adopted chariot warfare after their arrival in Britain and one can only conclude 
that this reversion to tactics which had long been outmoded on the Continent 
was the result of contacts with the Parisian or Brigantian peoples who retained 
the skills of the old chariot warfare. One may even go so far as to suspect a 
strong Brigantian element among the chariots of the Belgic armies whether as 
mercenaries or incorporated by other means. . . .’ 


But this really will not do. A tribe possessing 4,000 chariots would dominate 
Southern Britain. There is no such record of Parisian or Brigantian power. Is it likely that 
Cassivellaunus in those circumstances would dismiss the rest of his army and leave him- 
self at the mercy of his allies? Is there any evidence, cither, at this date that the Belgae were 
even in contact with peoples so far north: No, the chariots were Catuvellaunian, and the 
tribe must have left Gaul early enough to bring the idea with it. How early is this? 

Piggott himself has drawn attention to the numismatic evidence,? illustrating in a 
recent note three coins depicting Celtic chariots. Two of these coins are of the time of 
Caesar and probably depict British chariots; but the third is a denarius of Scaurus perhaps 
commemorating the foundation of Narbo in 118 B.c., and usually attributed to the years 
112-109 B.C.3 It portrays a warrior, probably Bituitus king of the Arverni, driving a war- 
chariot and no doubt recalls the Gallic Wars of 124-121 B.c. There is also the copper coin 
of the Remi.4 Mr. Allen tells me that this coin can hardly be earlier than 100 B.c. but 
it certainly existed already in 52 B.c., since two examples were among the finds from 
the battlefield of Alesia. Caesar’s evidence suggests it was old then. The numismatic 
evidence, then, such as it is, points to chariots surviving in Gaul down to the decade 
100-90 B.c. By $8 they had disappeared. 

We also have the evidence of Poseidonius preserved in Diodorus V, 20. (That it is 
from Poseidonius is suggested by a comparison of this passage V, 29, with Strabo, IV, 4, 
5.) ‘In their journeyings and when they go into battle, the Gauls use chariots drawn by 
two horses.’ Poseidonius was in Gaul in the first decade of the first century B.C. according 
to the best authorities, and thus this evidence too would suggest that chariot warfare sur- 
vived in Gaul till soon after 100 B.c. (but doubtless no later). Strabo in his version of all 
this significantly omits the passage about chariots: he is guided here by Caesar. 

Traditional weapons and tactics are likely to be given up only when shown to be 
outmoded, and it may be suggested that it was contact with Teutonic cavalry which 
dealt the deathblow to the chariot in Gaul. 

Thus it seems to me that the first Belgic invasion might well be dated thirty years 
earlier than at present it is. Mr. Allen will be considering the evidence of the coins them- 


2 Antiquity, X XVI, 87 and pl. i. 
3 And, Dr. Kraay tells me, to the mint of Narbo. Sydenham, Coinage of the Roman Republic, 523. 
4 Déchelette, Manuel d’Archéologie, IV, 696, fig. 504; Fox, Antiq. Journ., XXVIU, pl. xviii a. 
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selves on this question;s what we need of course is a reconsideration of all the 
archaeological material, both British and continental, bearing on the point. 

Recourse to classical authorities is of valuable assistance at times. Powell’s fine first 
chapter of The Celts shows this. But it is important to interpret the classical sources 
correctly. One of the myths prevalent today is that the interpretation of the Woodbury 
type of pit as a place of corn-storage derives support from a statement of Pytheas, a con- 
temporary witness. It is worth digressing a moment to consider the growth of this theory 
which has been widely accepted because of its comforting suitability. We start with 
Gordon Childe, who in Prehistoric Communities, 1940, 196, recalled that ‘Diodorus 
Siculus, V, 21, 5, expressly mentions as a peculiarity of British rural economy that the 
ears themselves (ordyus adrovs) were cut off and stored in covered bins (kataoréyous 
otkyjces). By 1946 Curwen in Plough and Pasture, 102, had rendered this ‘under- 
ground repositories’. This is repeated in 1956 by Hamilton (Jarlshof, 59 ‘in pits 
underground’), and by Piggott and Rivet in 1958. The former writes (Roman and 
Native in North Britain, 5) ‘hoarding them in underground structures’: the latter (Town 
and Country in Roman Britain, 37) ‘underground cellars’. But the Greek karaoréyous 
oixjoes means merely ‘roofed buildings’: nothing in this reading suggests a pit, and 
on the contrary we would be more correct in thinking that the reference is to the 
square overground granaries of Little Woodbury type and not the storage pits at all. 

However, ironically enough, the older editions of Diodorus do contain a variant 
reading: e.g. Heynius, Strasburg, 1798, has eis rds Katayelous olxroes, which he 
renders (in Latin) as ‘in underground granaries’. In the absence of a modern critical edition 
of Diodorus one cannot be sure of the strength of the MS. traditions behind these read- 
ings. The phrase xatayetou otkyjoes is used again by Diodorus (XXI, 15) with reference 
to Sardinian retreats, and has not there been emended; but it is possible that in our case 
some editor considered underground granaries too unlikely to be allowed to stand. 
Nevertheless, as Rivet has pointed out,6 Pytheas’s information on Britain relates to the 
south-west; if ‘underground granaries’ is the correct reading, it will refer to Cornish 
fougous or souterrains rather than to Iron Age A storage pits: while if the passage con- 
cerned comes from Poseidonius the same arguments are likely to apply, and in any case 
the date will now be too late to throw light on Iron Age A practice in the south, though 
it could still be chronologically linked with Wessex B. 

This, however, is by the way. If we can push back the first Belgic invasions to before 
100 B.c., we shall have done much to relieve the congestion of the first century B.c. 
What else can be done? 

We might approach my second myth, the year 56 B.c. The mention of 56, of course, 
at once recalls Maiden Castle. But it has wider implications than that, nothing less than 
the attempt to link events in the British Iron Age with the known facts of Caesar’s con- 
quest of Gaul. Wheeler’s original suggestions in the Maiden Castle report were cautious 


5 See below, pp. 97-128. 
6 Op. cit., 37. 1am indebted to Dr. J. Morris and Mr. R. Browning for assistance over the text of Diodorus. 
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though definite. “This and other evidence point to southern Brittany (the home of the 
Veneti) as a principal source, and suggest as a causative circumstance the clearance of that 
region by Julius Caesar in 568.c.’7 But the need for a fixed date in the Iron Age was widely 
felt, and eagerly accepted, and more and more became dependent on it. It will be enough 
to draw attention to two contributions. 


(a) Dr. Kathleen Kenyon’s Sutton Walls report’ in which she re-christens the Duck 
complex as Bristol Channel B, and writes as follows: ‘An initial date for the 
arrival of these people in the west midlands in the second half of the first century 
B.C. seems probable, and their first arrival in Britain may well have been caused 
by the disturbances created in Gaul by Caesar’s conquests in the middle of the 
century.’ That part at any rate of this chronology is too short is suggested by the 
distribution of currency-bars. Bristol Channel B people may not have been the 
first to exploit Forest of Dean iron, for currency bars are found on other types of 
Second B site. But they were certainly metal prospectors and metal workers; 
and to them must be attributed a big boost in the iron industry, which is for us 
mainly reflected today in the distribution of currency-bars. And these had 
already become sufficiently diffused as far away as south-east Britain by $4 B.c., 
when Caesar encountered and described them. 

(6) The second contribution is Ward Perkins’s South-Eastern B complex, to which 
Ward Perkins himself cautiously refrained from giving either a precise date or 
an exact origin, but which Hawkes and later myself both suggested had come 
from somewhere in Brittany as a result of the events of 56 B.c.9 


We have thus three movements entering three different parts of Britain, all in or 
about the same year, all coming from much the same area, and all quite different in 
material culture. This is a ludicrous situation, and clearly represents a genuine problem. 
Fortunately, it is possible to break the impasse, at any rate to some degree, and obtain 
some partial relief. 

Not least of the great services rendered by Wheeler in The Hill-Forts of Northern 
France is the publication of some 360 pieces of pottery, all save ninety of them from the 
Brittany area. It is clear from a perusal of these that the Bristol Channel B culture did not 
come from Brittany, and there is nothing therefore to tie it to 56 B.c. A date nearer 100 
or even before would suit the context better, and give space for further development in 
the Severn region. As for source, I would prefer a more southerly one, perhaps northern 
Spain. The duck motif would be more at home there; and if discreet use of classical 
sources is sometimes permissible, it may be thought significant that Classical Geo- 
graphers unite in supposing that Western Britain is close to Spain. This is odd unless 
there were indeed traditions known to them of intercourse between the two areas. 


7 Maiden Castle, Dorset, xix. 
8 Arch. Journ., CX, 29. 
9 Sussex Arch. Colls., LXXX, 256-7; Arch. Journ., CI, 57. 
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But we need to know more of the pottery of Spain and its detailed chronology. Perhaps 
Prefessor Hawkes and Dr. Antony will help us here. 

But another thing which the Wheeler “Pottery Scrapbook’ makes quite clear is that 
South-Eastern B also, with its omphalos bases and eye-brow ornament, cannot have come 
from Brittany. The origin and indeed the date of this intrusion remain one of the major 
problems of Iron Age archaeology in the south-east. The distribution? still seems to 
suggest a post-Belgic date. 

But, thirdly, what of 56 B.c. at the type site, Maiden Castle itself: Something about 
this has been said in previous papers already, but to go into it further will do no harm, for 
we now begin to see that this date has bedevilled Iron Age chronology for half a 
generation. The sequence at Maiden Castle was as follows: 


(a) Two phases of Iron Age A. 

(b) First phase of Iron Age B, dated 56. 

(c) Second phase of B, Maiden Castle roughly as we have it. 

(d) ‘Later again, about a.p. 25, the Castle was mastered by Belgic elements from 
south-eastern Britain. The main rampart was slightly modified and new 
cultural elements, including coinage, were introduced.’ 


Some scholars, as Radford and Brailsford, have doubted the reality of the Belgic element 
in this C phase, and though I do not wholly agree (for reasons some of which will 
appear later) I will not argue it here as it is irrelevant to my main point, which is this. 
Only in the C phase do coins appear and this C phase has been dated to c. a.D. 25. If coins 
had been circulating in the B phase it is incredible that this should not have been reflected 
in the stratification, when so much of the B phase was explored. Furthermore, the con- 
nections both of origin and of intercourse of the B phase are with Brittany: it is very 
significant that the Durotrigan coinage is in no way Armorican or Armorican-derived, 
as Allen makes clear.!* There are all too few Iron Age sites on which Durotrigan coins 
have been found in an archaeological context, but it remains a fact that at all these this 
context has been C or Roman. In no case has a Durotrigan coin been found in a B 
context, not even at Hengistbury Head.%3 

We may take it that in the B phase coins were absent: yet Maiden Castle cannot be 


10 Arch. Journ., CI, 60, cf. 57, 63. Mr. Allen’s paper below may be found to contain the solution. 
11 Maiden Castle, Dorset, xix. 
12 See below, pp. 106, 120. 
13 Mr. A. L. F. Rivet kindly supplied me with a list of sites producing Durotrigan coins. Apart from 
Maiden Castle the significant associations appear to be as follows: 
A. Rotherley. 2 coins: Pitt Rivers, Excav. in Cranborne Chase, I, 81, 188. Neither was found in a significant 
position but Hawkes (Arch. Journ., CIV, 39) has shown that the site itself did not begin till the C phase. 
B. Woodcuts. Pitt Rivers, op. cit., I, 151. Four coins found, three of them in Roman associations. This 
site, too, was unoccupied till the C phase. | 
. Sherborne. Pinford Lane. P. Dorset N.H. & A.S., LXXII, 76. Silver coin in a C deposit. 
. Silchester. This site also is C in origin. 
Bagendon. Publication forthcoming. C associations. 
Farley Heath, probable Belgic coin-hoard. 
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said to be unduly peripheral to the centre of Durotrigan coinage, and we have no reason 
to suppose that coinage arrived there late. Until recently, therefore, on Maiden Castle 
evidence it was supposed that the Durotriges contracted the habit of coining late and by 
infection from their neighbours. 

But this complacent picture was radically upset by the discovery in January 1957 of 
the great hoard of 500 coins at Le Catillon, Jersey.“4 The date of the hoard is certainly no 
later than 50 B.c. It was a collection of coins buried at the time of Caesar’s wars by allies 
of, or refugees from, the tribes of Brittany. The British coins in the hoard will have been 
brought thither by warriors sent for as allies, as Caesar in fact tells us the Veneti did in 
56 B.c. “They summoned’, he says, ‘reinforcements from Britain which faces that part of 
Gaul.’t5 These British coins in the Le Catillon hoard are a number of silver coins of the 
Durotriges, of similar types to those found at Maiden Castle itself. The importance of this 
is obviously immense. The inescapable conclusion of the new evidence is that the dating 
of Maiden Castle is too short, with all that means for the dating of Durotrigan culture in 
general. 

The coin-using C phase of the Durotriges must go back to Caesar; and behind the C 
phase, the B phase in turn must be pushed well beyond that, at least to the beginning of 
the first century and probably back to the beginnings of Period 3 itself c. 150 B.c. 

The only alternative view possible is that contrary to the evidence cited above coin- 
age was already present in the B phase of Dorset though inexplicably absent in any B 
context at Maiden Castle or anywhere else. (And this is to say the least unlikely when we 
consider that as many as fifteen stratified coins were found there. Add to this what was 
said above about the non-Armorican character of Durotrigan coinage.) But let us assume 
for a moment that it is true. After all in the Le Catillon hoard seven out of the nine British 
coins were Durotrigan, pointing to the fact that it was from Dorset that the reinforce- 
ments came who brought these coins, and this would bear out the well-known Brittany 
connection of Dorset B: even then, however, we shall have to push Dorset B back behind 
$6 B.C., and this on two grounds: 


(a) A general one. Refugees driven out of Gaul a bare five years before are hardly 
likely to have returned in strength so soon. 

(b) A numismatic one. These are silver coins at Le Catillon, and time has to be 
allowed for development from their British A gold originals, even if the 
British B gold series, which has a Durotrigan distribution, is not itselfevidence 
for the prior existence of the culture (see p. 106 below). So by this line of 
argument we would reach a position very like that of Professor Hawkes in 
Antiquity, XXXII, 161, where he suggested that the B people at Maiden 
Castle were not refugees from Caesar at all, and probably arrived about 75 B.c. 


But, as I have said, I do not believe this as the true solution. The evidence already 
quoted makes it obvious that coins were an introduction of the C phase, and this C phase 
14 See now Proc. Prehist. Soc., XXIV, 201-10, and below, Pp. 97, 106-7. 15 B.G., III, 9. 
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must go back earlier than 50 B.c., the date of the hoard: for the same numismatic argu- 
ment holds good: the gold originals behind the silver coins take us well beyond 50 B.c. 
The C phase in Dorset, accordingly, can now be recognised as going back beyond the 
Gallic Wars of Julius Caesar:*6 and the B phase will pari passu mount up to considerably 
before 100 B.c.: indeed the reason why Durotrigan coinage was not Armorican- 
derived is now seen to be due to the fact that the Armorican origins of Dorset B date 
earlier than the introduction of coinage to Brittany itself. Durotrigan culture, in fact, can 
now be allowed a very necessary period for development and growth, instead of spring- 
ing, like Athene, fully armed from the head of John Brailsford'7 about a.p. 1. 

The discovery of the Le Catillon hoard has freed us at one stroke from the shackles of 
the year 56 B.c. (by which of course I mean the attempt to link up our own invasions 
with the events of Caesar’s conquests). The date 56 B.c. was widely welcomed, when it 
was first proposed, as a long-needed fixed point in time. But with the growth of study 
it had become a shackle, fixing everything too late. For it is quite true that before 56 
there has opened up a great vacuum. The tendency to date things too late has involved a 
great stretching of Iron Age A, just as refusal to allow Iron Age A itself a reasonable 
birthdate in the fifth century has unduly prolonged and stretched the preceding Late 
Bronze Age. 

If the implications of what I have said about Maiden Castle are accepted, they will 
carry Glastonbury with it: for Glastonbury sherds of decorated B ware occurred at 
Maiden Castle in the later B levels, and also in C levels. Wheeler dated its occurrence as 
C. 25 B.C.-A.D. 30. We can now push this back to between 100 and 50 B.c. at the latest. A 
further relief will be felt in the dating of La Téne I brooches. For some time it has seemed 
as if something must be wrong here; but now we need no longer believe that they 
continued later than 100 B.c.28 

Ifnow we have begun to fill the vacuum of the second century in Dorset, what of the 
south-east? It is a great pity that the fine collection of pottery from Margate in the 
British Museum has never been published, though I understand this is now being 
remedied. For there at any rate one can trace a continuous development of Iron Age B 
(or AB) pottery forms from the earliest Marnian types. But there is also Belgic pottery 
there: and Iron Age B can hardly have continued at a site like Margate much after the 
initial arrival in bulk of the Belgae in Kent. Margate itself contributes a fine decorated 
vessel which must be pre-Belgic and therefore second century; and indeed the Marnian 
situlae from Worth itself, also in the British Museum, have the same glossy black finish. 
As another example there is the work of Mrs. N. Piercy Fox, F.$.A., at Caesar’s Camp, 


16 Tf Mr. Allen is correct (pp. 112-13 below) in seeing the origin of Durotrigan silver staters in a movement of 
British A westwards under pressure from Gallo-Belgic E about the time of Caesar’s Gallic Wars, it will no longer be 
necessary to seek an origin for the C phase in Dorset earlier than Caesar; but that it is at least contemporary with 
him is, I think, incontrovertible. 

t7 Proc. Prehist. Soc., XXIV, 113. It is fair to add that this paper was written before the discovery of the Le 
Catillon hoard, or the publication of Hill-Forts of Northern France. 

18 For a recent statement of the problem see Mrs. Margaret Fowler, Arch. Journ., CX, 89. 
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Keston. This site is a plateau-fort of very large size in an area peripheral to that of the 
Belgae. We might expect a similar story to that of its neighbour Oldbury (phase r native, 
fortifying against the Belgae: phase 2 Belgic). But the story is quite different. It has 
indeed two phases, but neither show any Belgic or indeed South-Eastern B or late 
Wealden influence at all. We must be right in assuming that both phases date before the 
arrival of Belgic influence in this area, c. 20 B.c. at the latest. But scientific examination of 
the stratification, especially of the turf-line between the two ramparts, led Dr. Dimbleby 
to suggest at least a century’s gap between the two. The pottery of phase 1 produced a 
good B type of plain curvilinear decoration, and also, more important, a dumpy pedestal 
base similar to ones from Park Brow and elsewhere which Hawkes used to demonstrate 
his Cissbury-Wealden culture.t9 Phase 2 produces a more developed type of B ornament 
such as is often found on Sussex saucepan pots.2° Here then are at least two sherds which 
can claim to date to the very beginning of Period 3 and to represent Second B in the 
south-east. They have important lessons to teach us concerning the spread of Iron Age B 
culture in the south-east before the Belgic invasions. The existence of a rather flat 
devolved dumpy pedestal in the early (first period) context at Keston, almost certainly 
second century in date, serves to bridge the gap the existence of which worried Dr. 
Kenyon when she wrote? about the pedestal pots of Park Brow II: ‘All except one of the 
bases in question are much more devolved than those of Park Brow I, and the typical 
form produced is the jar with the gentle S profile and footring, which Ward Perkins has 
shown in the Oldbury Report to be typical of the Wealden Culture. Herein lies the 
difficulty, for Ward Perkins has shown that the Wealden Culture is unlikely to be dated 
before 100 B.c. . . . It may be remarked that an initial date as high as 100 B.c. was merely 
suggested in order to narrow as far as possible the gap between Prof. Hawkes’s proposed 
origin and that of the known fixed points.’ I think that we can discount these difficulties 
now, and the Keston evidence helps us to do so: we have a fixed point now before 100 B.C. 
There was after all a century and a half between the Marnian or First B invasions and 
those of the Belgae; and during this time there should certainly be some trace of Iron Age 
B. The south-east, the area later overrun by the earliest Belgae, is the obvious place to 
look for it. I suggest that the evidence from Margate and Keston and perhaps West 
Clandon near Guildford? shows that there was a general spread of Second B during the 
second century in the country at any rate south of the Thames; and a study of this 
material may help to shift back also some of the Sussex material, for instance the 
important series from Torberry at South Harting. 

When the Belgae did overrun Kent and Hampshire, this Iron Age B province was 
cut up. Its central core, which was eventually conquered by Cunobelin but never 
became wholly Belgic in character, was now occupied by the latest phases of the Wealden 


19 Sussex Arch. Colls., LX XX, 231, 237, etc. 

20 H.g. ibid, 244, fig. J705 260, fig. L130; 282, Tignes. 

2x The chronology of Iron Age A, Institute of Archaeology, 8th Annual Report. 
22 Arch. Journ., Cl, 50. 


OI 


INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY 


culture. This had become a rather complex thing, probably due to refugees. We have a 
very devolved Iron Age A survival and also the B traditions we have been considering. It 
was this area also which was affected by South-Eastern B, the date and origin of which I 
have already described as an outstanding problem; and it was possibly affected also by 
other settlers fresh from the extreme edges of continental Gaul: for only so can we 
explain the curious Charlton type Bead-rims which form such a compact group in West 
Kent and Surrey.?3 It shows its survival and vitality not only in the various pottery forms 
(mapped, e.g.,in Arch. Journ., CL, 61) but also in a vigorous hill-fort tradition. We have not 
only the well-known Surrey greensand series but now the recently excavated example at 
Hammer Wood, Iping.*4 The area was not without its coins. All this material requires 
reappraisal and an investigation of origins. 

These hill-forts seem to have held out against Rome: we can point to Oldbury and 
The Caburn in this connection. As a consequence the area lost its independence, and Mr. 
Rivet has recently made the suggestion, based on the layout of the roads, that it was 
attributed to King Cogidubnus. This is an extremely important point, for it was the 
Romans who put an end to our British Iron Age, or, as some would say, allowed it to 
continue under new management. In other words, it is beginning to be clear that the 
treatment of each tribe depended upon its initial attitude to Rome: and we do not know 
nearly enough yet what these various attitudes were. Claudius records the surrender of 
eleven British kings: where did they rule? In Dorset and the west we have War Ceme- 
teries and Massacres: in Devon and Dorset a series of Roman Forts. What was the attitude 
of the Coritani or Dubunni to Rome: A study of the hill-forts and a study of the aptitude 
of the people towards early imported goods should throw light on all this and thus bring 
to life the politics of the age. May this not be the real explanation of much of the material 
described by Hawkes as Third C2 It certainly was in East Anglia, where the Belgic 
material of Arminghall?5 and Needham? dates from the period of King Prasutagus (c. A.D. 
40-60). The earliest efforts to Romanise these client kingdoms inevitably appear to us as a 
Belgicisation, since Belgic Gaul and Belgic Britain were the nearest immediate source of 
material. We even find the same thing in the earliest period of Cogidubnus’s Chichester 
itself, which was a far more Roman town than most. 


23 Mapped in Archaeologia, XC, 151. 24 Sussex Arch. Colls, XCVI, 149. 
25 Proc. Prehist. Soc., Il, 17. 26 Antig. Journ., XXI, 40. 
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most important, on account of its ubiquity, its abundance and its indestructi- 
bility. I should like to begin by briefly considering the nature and limitations of 
pottery as evidence. 

When pottery is a domestic product, as it was at least in the earlier part of the British 
Iron Age, it is pre-eminently representative of a whole people. A primitive family or 
tribe living together as a whole will leave behind a trail of fragments of their own kind of 
pottery. Not so a war-band of raiding or invading warriors, who cannot be burdened 
with a supply of home-produced pots while on the march, and who, having left their 
ladies at home, are probably no more capable of producing pots for themselves in their 
new home than they are of cooking a decent dinner. Thus the Iron Age B warriors who 
invaded East Yorkshire did not introduce there the beautiful pottery of their homeland. 
The pots buried with them are crude things made by the native women whom they had 
subjected, which reflect the Iron Age A tradition of the natives who still formed the bulk 
of the population. Or if the Middle La Téne pottery of North-East Gaul appears too 
advanced to have been a domestic product, at least the craftsmen responsible were left 
behind. 

While pottery produced in the home is the trademark of a people, fine industrially- 
produced wares which may be widely traded may be evidence for no more than trade 
contacts. In this category obviously fall the Roman Arretine vessels and amphorae 
imported into Belgic Britain. Such fine pottery has much the same significance as fine 
metal work, and to some extent as coinage, though the last is more varied in its implica- 
tions, since one people may adopt the use of coinage from another, or copy their actual 
coin-types, or have an alien coinage imposed by a dominant intrusive minority without 
any real folk-movement being involved. 

What I have been discussing might be called the problem of the cultural significance 
of Iron Age pottery. Apart from the form, ware and ornament of the pottery in question, 
there are two other aspects which are particularly relevant in this connection. The first is 
that of technique—for instance, the significance of wheel-turning. Clearly this reflects an 
advanced stage of technical development in which at least the finer wares are surely no 


©): all the materials which ancient sites yield to the archaeologist pottery is the 
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longer produced in every household, but by a relatively limited number of specialists. 
The use of some form of potter’s wheel was more widespread in Iron Age Britain than 
has been commonly recognised. It was not a monopoly of the Belgae, but was also prac- 
tised by at least the makers of Hengistbury class B ware and the finer Glastonbury pots. 
The cultural significance of this feature in any given case may therefore be complex. 

While in general it is probably fair to assume, as I have done, that hand-made 
pottery was made in the home from local materials, it would be useful if we could have 
more positive evidence about the trading, or absence of trading, of such wares. Some 
form of comparative mineralogical analysis of pottery from different sites and natural 
deposits of clay might help here, as was done with some success with the pottery from 
Kéln-Lindenthal. Other methods have been less successful. 

Turning to the chronological aspect of the evidence of Iron Age pottery, I would 
like, at this stage, only to point out the long survival of the native pottery tradition in 
rural districts after the Roman conquest, with only a very small dilution by Roman types 
or features. In Dorset, for instance, the Iron Age C pottery persisted in general use until 
towards the end of the first century, and a small group of such pottery is just as likely to 
date from after A.D. 43 as before that date. 

The last problem on which I should like to touch in this general survey is that of 
presentation. When publishing the pottery from a site it is essential to present it in a 
manner both comprehensive and analytical, even if this can only be done summarily by 
means of tables or diagrams. In summary form at least, the entire contents of each group 
must be indicated, so should the incidence, numbers and associations of each type of pot. 
The aim should be to present the evidence in as complete a form as possible so that it is 
susceptible of reinterpretation by future scholars in the light of increased knowledge. As 
little as possible must be in the form of an unsupported statement or opinion of the 
excavator. It happens all too often on Iron Age sites that there is an absence of positive 
stratigraphy, or that the material from a particular level is confused owing to ‘rubbish- 
survival’. In such cases only an analytical treatment of the finds can give a date to the level 
or feature concerned. . 

In connection with the production of pottery reports, one must lament the absence 
of standardisation of terms used in describing types of ware. The Iron Age and Roman 
Research Committee of the Council for British Archaeology might like to consider the 
possibility of defining such terms, in the way which it did some time ago for Romano- 
British coarse wares. 

I do not propose to discuss at length individual problems of Iron Age archaeology 
which involve pottery. After all, nearly every problem of the Iron Age involves pottery, 
and the Iron Age presents a great many problems. It is more profitable that such discussion 
should be general, among the many experts present, the light of whose accumulated 
knowledge will best illuminate the dark and doubtful corners of our period. But in order 
to give them something on which to focus, may I propose some questions which I 
believe to be particularly worthy of consideration. 
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If we turn back to the C.B.A.’s S urvey and Policy, published just a decade ago, we find 
two problems emphasised as of outstanding importance. The Survey says of the dating of 
the Iron Age A immigrations that ‘greater precision would be of real value’. This remark 
is certainly applicable today, and may be extended, apart from the question of an absolute 
chronology, to include the desirability of defining archaeologically the division between 
the Late Bronze Age and the Iron Age. As far as chronology goes, one may now, with 
due caution, consider the possibility of obtaining Cr4 dates for Iron Age deposits. A 
specimen from Staple Howe has been dated in the British Museum Research Laboratory 
to 440 (+ 150) B.c. 

Another point made in the Survey was the need for differentiating Iron Age At and 
A2. Professor Hawkes has now made clear what we mean by an Ar or A2 culture, as 
indeed he has clarified the whole basis of nomenclature of Iron Age cultures. Indeed, in 
general, though not always, we can be reasonably sure whether any specific culture 
should be labelled Ar or A2. But the At and A2 groups are by no means uniform within 
themselves. There is not and probably never will be any simple criterion for differentiat- 
ing Ar from A2—each case must be considered on its own merits on the basis both of 
pottery and the other associated objects. 

I will say no more on these problems and only make one or two comments on the 
problem of the Belgae in Wessex, on which I have said enough elsewhere. If there is 
a distinction between the bead-rim pots of Dorset and the adjacent districts, and those of 
the Atrebatic territory, is it necessary, since the Durotrigan bead-rims may be of native 
Iron Age B ancestry, to invoke a second Belgic immigration for the Belgic ones? None 
are proven earlier than the Durotrigan; the Atrebatic coins are not directly associated with 
the bead-rim pottery. We cannot doubt that Commius fled to Britain and founded a 
dynasty anda coinage—but did he really, in his hasty flicht, have room for bead-rims? 

As regards the initial date of Iron Age C in Wessex, there can be little doubt that the 
B culture of Maiden Castle must have started substantially earlier than was proposed in 
the Maiden Castle Report, and it may also be necessary to consider that Iron Age C began 
earlier than the date, about the time of the birth of Christ, which I have proposed. But 
this does not necessarily follow from the recent Jersey find of Durotrigan coins in a mid- 
first-century B.c. hoard. A handful of Durotrigan coins were found in C contexts at 
Maiden Castle, but the vast majority are unassociated, Is it necessary to tie this coinage to 
the C culture? The coinage may be largely of the first century B.c., but may it not at first 
have been used by the people of the B culture: 


‘If this were admitted, the development of the Dorset ‘C’ culture might still be in some way related to the 
arrival of Commius; not otherwise, since the coinage was flourishing before the deposition of the Le Catillon 
hoard, which was at least as early as Commius’ flight from Gaul. An early date for ‘C’ (though difficult to 
reconcile with the lateness of Durotrigan pottery wherever found in datable contexts) removes the awkward 
gap which must otherwise appear between c. 50 B.c., after which no Hengistbury Class B/Petit Celland pottery 
can have reached Britain from Gaul, and the appearance of derivatives of this ware in Iron Age C, It is also 
consistent with Allen’s new long chronology for the British coinage, though it must be pointed out that if the 
Durotrigan coinage was only established in Wessex following the movement from Gaul to Britain of Allen’s 
‘Gallo-Belgic E’ at the time of Caesar’s campaigns, then the worn coins found in the Le Catillon hoard (of the 
same date) may not have been minted in Wessex at all. 
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Another problem to which present discussion and perhaps future research might 
profitably be devoted is that of the absence of reasonably positive dating evidence for the 
pottery sequence around the second century .c. Indeed there are few enough chrono- 
logical tie-ups for pottery types throughout the Iron Age, at least until the first century 
B.c., but there are Staple Howe and the Fengate pin as starting-points, and the bent silver 
ring from Park Brow for the third century. The metal objects which can be confidently 
assigned to the second century are not linked to the main pottery series. On the other 
hand more or less La Téne influenced pottery-sequences in Wessex and the south-east must 
span this period, possibly the Hunsbury decorated wares belong to it, and more probably 
some of the South-Western B pottery, but only at Castle Dore is there any real evidence 
for dating. 

Weare not physiologists, able to test the relationship between the pottery and metal- 
work systems by an appropriate experiment in the laboratory. We must await fresh 
evidence or a re-evaluation of the old. Perhaps one day C14 determinations will solve 
this problem for us; possibly even, some of the Mediterranean coins which were imported 
during the period will turn up with useful associations. 

I have only one problem left. The remarkable pottery complexes of Glastonbury and 
Meare, the assemblage of unique, or almost unique wares found at Hengistbury Head, 
and South-Eastern B cannot be entirely native developments, but links between the 
British wares and French prototypes are few and sometimes uncertain. In this context, 
and in conclusion, one must re-emphasise the importance of further researches on the 
other side of the channel. 
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The Origins of Coinage in Britain: 
A Reappraisal 


By D. F. ALtEn, F.s.A. 


I. INTRODUCTION 


1. This paper attempts to describe afresh the origin and early progress of ancient 
Celtic coinage in Britain. Two developments have prompted this reassessment, the dis- 
covery of the Le Catillon hoard in Jersey in 1957! and the excavations conducted between 
1955 and 1957 by Mrs. E. M. Clifford, Fs.a., at Bagendon in Gloucestershire. The 
former has for the first time given us a reliable date for some of the most important early 
coinages; the latter has suggested new lines of thought on the progress of the Belgae in 
Britain. 

2. The foundation of the paper isa list, as complete and reliable as I have been able to 
make it, of the find-spots of ancient Celtic coins in Britain.3 I cannot hope that this list, 
despite the ungrudging help of many archaeologists and numismatists, is either complete 
or absolutely reliable. Naturally, there are many coins listed which I have not seen, and 
some of the identifications may turn out to be wrong. I have no doubt that in museums 
and private collections there are many coins with recorded find-spots, of which I have not 
heard, and there may well be many printed sources I have missed. The scale of the ven- 
ture precludes a comparative study of the individual dies, a task which must one day be 
undertaken if some of the results are to be put on a really sure basis. 

3. In its present form the list would have been completely impossible without the 
whole-hearted co-operation of Mr. A. L. F. Rivet, F.s.a., of the Ordnance Survey Office, 
to whom I wish to offer my most sincere thanks. The list also provides the basis of the 
coin distribution-maps accompanying the Ordnance Survey Map of Iron Age Britain. 
The publication of those maps makes it unnecessary to repeat them here. Some other 
acknowledgments are made at the end. 

4. Despite the defects which time is bound to reveal in the list, the general picture 
which emerges is for the most part consistent, and the number of finds is on a scale to 

* Published in Revue Numismatique Belge, CIII (1957), 47-88, by Dr. J. B. Colbert de Beaulieu. A more 
detailed description of the British coins is in Spinks’s Numismatic Circular, LXVI (April, 1958), 85-7. It is also dis- 
cussed in the Proc. Prehist. Soc., XXIV (1958), 201-10. A further parcel is described in Rev. Num. Belge, CV (1959), 
49-57. A summary of the hoard is in Appendix V below. 


2 Publication in preparation. 
3 See Appendix II. 
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warrant some firm conclusions. It will be worth while to set out a few of the basic 
principles of interpretation which seem to me to underly them. 

5. All carefully studied distributions show that Celtic coins only travelled far from 
their point of origin in exceptional circumstances. If, as in Britain, any substantial num- 
ber of Celtic coins is found far away from their original home, it is most improbable that 
they travelled this distance solely in the course of trade. The distribution implies a move- 
ment of people, bringing their wealth and customs with them. From what we know of 
the strata of society in Celtic communities, the movement may well have been confined 
to the dominant and wealthier elements; it is not necessary to assume the transfer of whole 
populations. 

6. The types of Celtic coin with which in the early stages we are dealing in Britain 
are traditional, sometimes to the point of incomprehensibility. Nevertheless we find the 
same pattern being reproduced over long periods of time in a succession of areas, one 
after another. In the circumstances of the age there is every reason to suspect that the 
designs of coins were tribal, in much the same sense as the patterns of a Persian rug, and 
that their progress was generally not so much a case of neighbourly borrowing as of tribal 
movements, or perhaps, more accurately, the movement of the dominant groups from 
the different invading tribes, accompanied by their own smiths, trained in the traditions 
of their homeland. 

7. The only satisfactory explanation of the introduction and development of early 
Celtic coinage here lies in a series of more or less organised waves of invasion by elements 
from the Continent, followed by an involved pattern of migrations of the same contin- 
gents across the face of Britain. I believe it is possible from the coins they used to detect 
more such waves, and to follow their movements in more detail, than has been thought 
hitherto. The coinage only becomes intelligible if we accept that the internal situation in 
Britain at this time was fluid. The static tribal structure of Britain, as we know it from 
Roman sources, fits well enough with the pattern of Celtic kingdoms revealed by the 
later inscribed coins, but in the earlier stages of the coinage one should not think of 
coherent tribal areas, so much as of the directions of tribal movement and settlement, of 
arrows rather than blocks on the map. 

8. Ido not have the knowledge to try to relate the story of the coins to that of other 
archaeological material. If it is correct to view coins as evidence relating principally to the 
dominant and wealthier elements of society, it does not follow that the movements 
indicated by coins will correspond precisely with the record of such mundane objects of 
the common people as coarse pottery. The coin-using Belgae who invaded this country 
seem to have assumed at once political and economic leadership, wherever they went, 
and it is probably right from the start to interpret coin distributions as a pointer to 
political history. Nevertheless it is essential in interpreting coin evidence to recall 
constantly that it is only part, and not always the most important part, of the historical 
record. 

9. The Celtic coinages of north-east Gaul and of Britain are so closely interlocked 
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that one is faced with serious difficulties of nomenclature. There were Belgae in both; and 
‘Belgic’, as a term, may be used as a geographical, a tribal or, in the widest sense, a cul- 
tural description. The names of some tribes occur on both sides of the Channel and this 
can also be confusing. Although not strictly consistent, I propose to adopt the convention 
for the sake of clarity, that coins struck in north-east Gaul should be called ‘Gallo-Belgic’ 
and coins struck in Britain ‘British’. Similarly, I shall refer to coins struck in north-west 
Gaul simply as “Armorican’. For the most part I have eschewed the names of individual 
tribes in connection with these coins, since, until a comparatively late stage in the story, I 
believe that they are more misleading than helpful. 


I. IMPORTED COINAGES 


10. Caesar defines the limits of Belgic Gaul as the Seine, the Marne and the Meuse. 
Within this area are found at least a dozen important (and many less important) types of 
gold uninscribed coinage, mostly having close typological links with one another. Of the 
important types, five are found here in such numbers that for practical purposes they 
form part of the British coinage; a sixth type, though rarely found here, had the strongest 
possible influence this side of the Channel. The rest are cither conspicuous by their 
absence, or so rare here as to be insignificant; yet in Belgic Gaul they are at least as promi- 
nent as those found here, and are sometimes found associated with them.4 Although I 
shall be chiefly concerned with the six main types, which I call Gallo-Belgic A to F, I 
shall in passing refer to a few of these other types, which I call Gallo-Belgic Xa to Xr. 


Gallo-Belgic XA (‘Ambiani’)s 


11. The earliest stratum of Gallo-Belgic coins found here is represented by two half 
staters from the north coast of Kent.6 One, if not both, of these coins closely resembles 
types found in the Meuse Valley, although very similar coins are also found in the 
immediate neighbourhood of Amiens.7 They have on the obverse a bearded head in 
scroll-work Celtic style and on the reverse an almost realistic horse and chariot. Type and 
style mark these coins apart from those which follow, and the weight is not less, and 
probably more, than of any of the series regularly found here (63 and 55 grains).8 They 
preceded the first of the six main types, and are not only the earliest Celtic coins to 
have reached Kent, but probably the earliest of all Gallo-Belgic coinages. We can safely 

4 For instance the uninscribed coins traditionally ascribed to the Veliocasses, Nervii, Treviri, Suessiones, and 
those with the legends VIROS, CRICIRV, ROVECA, VOCARANT, LVCOTIOS, POTTINA and ARDA. 

5 For a concordance of references to this and subsequent types of gold coin see Appendix IA (p. 130). 

6 I omit four examples of much earlier direct copies of the Greek Philippus, no doubt made in Central Gaul, 
one from Hitchin, Herts, one from Goring, Oxon, the others from Surrey and Norfolk, see Appendix II. 

7 V. Tourneur, Rev. Num. Belge, LX XXV (1933), 5-9, esp. No. 2, p. 8 (46.6 grains) : he states that these coins 
are only found in the Meuse Valley above Namur. For other coins found near Amiens, see Blanchet, Traité des 


Monnaies Gauloises (1905), 189, fig. 35. 
8 For the weights and specific gravities of gold coins generally see Appendix V (p. 302). 
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put them into the second century B.c. They left no aftermath here, nor, I think, in Gaul. 
They are the first trace left by coins of contact between Britain and Belgic Gaul, and 
occur at precisely the point where contact was most natural. 


Gallo-Belgic A (‘Bellovaci’) 


12. Gallo-Belgic Xa was overtaken in Gaul by staters and quarter staters of a very 
different kind, which I group together as Gallo-Belgic A. These are broad, flat coins with 
a beardless head on one side and a florid horse on the other. The type is again essentially 
Celtic. These are the coins ascribed traditionally to the Bellovaci, whose name survives in 
Beauvais. The find-spots in Gaul are too far north of Beauvais to support this attribution, 
and, if any tribal name were warranted, it would be the Ambiani, around Amiens. The 
coinage is of particular importance, not only because all subsequent Gallo-Belgic coin- 
ages flow from it, but because it is the first of the coinages to be found in substantial num- 
bers in Britain. This fact is supported by the weight, c. 103-120 grains; it is, with Gallo- 
Belgic B, easily the heaviest of the types found here. Its early date is also attested by the 
Tayac hoard, in which these coins were found associated with obviously early imitations 
of the Philippus coinage.9 

13. There are two series of these coins, those with the heads and horses facing right 
(Aa) and those with them facing left (As). I can detect no significant difference in distribu- 
tion in Britain, except that perhaps the right-facing coins do not penetrate so far inland as 
the left-facing ones. The great majority of recorded finds in France, including the Tayac 
hoard, are of right-facing coins and many of them differ in the arrangement of the hair 
from the types usually found here; I would expect the continental arrangement to be 
typologically the earlier. I have little doubt that the difference between left- and right- 
facing coins once had a meaning, and that two different streams of coinage are involved. 
The conclusion that the left-facing coins were struck here while the right-facing ones 
were struck in Gaul would, however, on present evidence, be going too far. Until com- 
parative die-study has been possible there can be no certainty, but the present probability 
is that all, or at least most, Gallo-Belgic A coins found here were struck in Gaul. 

14. The recorded find-spots of these coins in France are relatively few, but find- 
spots as a whole are less fully recorded in France than here. The original home of the 
coinage clearly lay in the lower Somme valley; there is a small spread northwards 
towards the Meuse and there are finds at the mouth of the Seine and, oddly, the Gironde. 
The number found in Britain is strikingly large. The main route of entry was obviously 
Kent, where there are concentrations at the extreme east point and around Maidstone. 
Finds continue along the Thames beyond London and then turn north-west towards 
Buckinghamshire and Hertfordshire; there is a concentration round Hemel Hempstead. 
A second route of entry was through Clacton, and the coins are found in some numbers 
between Braintree and Halstead, and again in the Southend area. There is also a small 


9 R. Forrer, Keltische Numismatik der Rhein- und Donauland, 316. 
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scatter of these coins farther afield around the British coast; and they occur, as the 
earliest coins, in the hoards from Carn Brea and Snettisham. It is indeed remarkable that 
a coinage struck in Gaul was imported into south-east Britain in such numbers that it 
is today more often found here than there. 

15. Once here, the coins continued in use for an exceptionally long time, as is shown 
by the worn and clipped condition in which they are generally found, especially in Kent. 
Iam not aware of any entirely comparable example in the history of Celtic coinage. 
Despite the absence of hoards here, which Brooke stresses, I find it hard to agree with him 
that trade supplies an adequate explanation; it seems to me much more likely that this 
coinage points to a major exodus from Belgic Gaul to Britain.1° 

16. In order to find a date for the import of these coins, Brooke sought to establish a 
date for the commencement of the Gaulish Philippus coinage, tracing its origin to the 
penetration of Gaul by Roman traders through Marseilles in the wake of the armies in the 
latter part of the second century B.c.t! Ingenious as his theory is, I agree with several 
subsequent critics in preferring the older view that the Celts of Gaul learned the art of 
coinage by way of the Danube. The correspondence of finds from Mont Beuvray and 
Stradonitz is only one example of the unity of the Celtic world, which provided all the 
necessary links with Macedonia and its hinterland; indeed for any non-European tribe 
desiring to introduce a gold coinage, the Macedonian Philippus was from the fourth cen- 
tury B.C. onwards, and more especially after the occupation of Macedonia by the Galati 
early in the third century, the obvious model. If this scepticism is justified, there is no fixed 
point from which to date the start of Celtic coinage in Gaul, and the reasons which led 
Brooke to bring the date of Gallo-Belgic A down to about 75 B.c. no longer apply. This 
seems to me crucial to a proper chronology of Celtic coinage in Britain, as there are a 
number of factors which strongly indicate a very much earlier origin for these important 
coins. 

17. As the typological parent of all other Gallo-Belgic coins, Gallo-Belgic A must 
have preceded them; nevertheless, it is in many respects different from them. It is essen- 
tially a product of Celtic art, displaying the vigorous imagination and sense of rhythmic 
line we see, for instance, on Armorican coins. All subsequent Gallo-Belgic coins are 
destructive copies, in which a latent tendency to disintegration has been allowed to run 
riot. We know from Caesar that Belgic Gaul was an area of mixed Gaulish and German 
traditions, and the German incursions into the area may confidently be placed some time 
in the third quarter of the second century B.c.3 I expect that the extreme principle of dis- 
integration in the later Gallo-Belgic coinages is the result of the Germanic infusion, and 
that the distinctive nature of the coins from this part of Gaul reflects the mixed character 
of the Belgic peoples from that time on. Gallo-Belgic A stands apart from these latter 
developments as a manifestation of undiluted Celtic art. 


10 G. C. Brooke, Num. Chron., XCIII (1933), 100-1. 11 Brooke, op. cit., 94-8. 

12K. Christ, Historia, VI (April, 1957), 219 ts, J. G. Milne?) RS 5 2X (1940) e111 5. 

13 Caesar, B-G. Il, 4, 1. A. Grenier, Les Gaulois (1945), 91-3. The Germanic element was established in 
Belgic Gaul before, but not necessarily long before, the invasions of the Cimbri and the Teutones in 11 38Cr 
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18. This predisposes me to the view that Gallo-Belgic A may have been the princi- 
pal existing coinage of the northern part of Belgic Gaul at the time of the German inva- 
sions, probably during the third quarter of the second century B.c. Such a view was ruled 
out by Brooke’s theory, which delayed even the origin of the Gaulish Philippus coinage 
until the last quarter of the same century. It seems to me consistent, however, with the 
discovery of such large numbers of Gallo-Belgic A coins in Kent and the Home Counties 
and their evident signs of wear. Subsequent analogies would lead us to expect an exodus 
of Celts from Belgic Gaul and an influx of refugees to Britain at the time of or shortly 
after the German invasions across the Rhine. The Le Catillon hoard lends support to this 
dating by pointing to a date for the undoubtedly subsequent Gallo-Belgic C coinage not 
far removed from 100 B.c. While I feel confident that Gallo-Belgic A belongs in Gaul to 
the end of the second century B.c., I know of no numismatic evidence to indicate with any 
precision at what point the export of these cos to Britain began; but I would expect it 
to lie in the second rather than the first century B.c. 

19. In this context it may be relevant to recall the famous passage where Caesar 
records that in the lifetime of people then living, that is some fifty or sixty years before, 
Diviciacus, a chieftain of the Suessiones, ruled territories on both sides of the Channel. 
It may not be entirely fanciful to see a parallel between Diviciacus and the Gallo-Belgic A 
coins, and this could explain why the type did not branch out in Britain on a fresh 
course of its own. Gallo-Belgic A coins, however, as their distribution in France shows, 
are clearly not coins of the Suessiones, who lived round Soissons. 

20. No hoards of Gallo-Belgic A coins have been found here, but they have 
occurred in four later hoards, those from Snettisham, Carn Brea, Westerham and 
Clacton.15 In each case the condition of the coins establishes beyond doubt that they were 
the earliest coins in these hoards. The Snettisham and Carn Brea hoards lie well outside 
the normal range of circulation of the coins, as is a not infrequent feature of hoards, 
which no doubt often reflect unsuccessful expeditions, of one kind or another, from the 
settled areas. 

21. In addition to the usual coins of Gallo-Belgic Aa and AB found here, two speci- 
mens of the typologically earlier version of Gallo-Belgic A (mentioned in paragraph 13) 
have been recorded, one from Kent, the other from Cambridgeshire; while another coin 
of the same general type was probably found near Durham. These have been grouped 
together for convenience as Gallo-Belgic Ac. 


Gallo-Belgic B (‘Defaced’ Dies, “Bellovaci’) 


22. The next coin invasion is a strange one. A group of Gallo-Belgic staters and 
quarter staters are found here, the common characteristic of which is that the obverse die 
has been obliterated or that obliteration has been simulated. A few of these dies (Ba) 


14 Caesar, B.G., Il, 4, §. ‘5 For references to all important hoards see Appendix III (p. 286). 
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before obliteration seem to have had designs closely akin to Gallo-Belgic A, though not 
identical with them, and are obliterated on both sides. On the greater number (Bs) the 
obliteration or simulated obliteration is confined to the obverse, the underlying type of 
which cannot be seen, and the reverse has a distinctive pattern with a chariot-pole visible 
behind the hind-quarters of the horse on which a charioteer is apparently climbing. I do 
not know of any specimens of either type from dies prior to obliteration, but they must 
have existed, and may yet come to light in France or here. 

23. The find-spots of these coins in Britain are numerous, but a fair number of Gallo- 
Belgic Bp are recorded in France. They are found distinctly farther north than Gallo- 
Belgic A, and seem to point to an origin for this type in an area along the coast spreading 
from the borders of modern Belgium, through the Pas-de-Calais and what used to be 
called the Pas-de-Caux, to Le Havre; hoards have been found at Arras and near Calais. It 
has been noted by Blanchet that the staters seem to be found only in Britain, although the 
quarter staters are found on both sides of the Channel.'6 I do not know of any real evi- 
dence as to where Gallo-Belgic Ba originated in Gaul, but it would be surprising if it 
were in exactly the same area as Gallo-Belgic Bs since the style of the two is so very 
different. 

24. A comparison of the find-spots in Britain with those of Gallo-Belgic A is par- 
ticularly revealing. There is no difference of distribution between Gallo-Belgic Ba and 
Bs, and it is clear that the coins reached this country up the Thames, leaving only the 
faintest trace on the Kentish coast. Their real home here lay in a wedge spreading across 
Greater London from north-east to south-west, both north and south of the Thames: it is 
most noticeable that Gallo-Belgic B coins are found only where coins of Gallo-Belgic A 
are missing. There can be no doubt that the mixed invaders who brought Gallo-Belgic B 
coins with them are distinct from Gallo-Belgic A invaders and settled in an adjoining but 
different district astride the Thames. 

25. In date the coins of Gallo-Belgic B cannot be far removed from Gallo-Belgic A 
with which their weight (110-20 grains) accords; the lower specific gravity (14.5-15.5, 
as against 15.5—16.5) may indicate that they are slightly subsequent. The fact that they 
miss Kent and are found in areas where Gallo-Belgic A was not established, may confirm 
that they are a slightly later wave of the same exodus, drawn from a more northerly and 
easterly part of Belgic Gaul. Like Gallo-Belgic A the coins have no direct successors. The 
coins of Gallo-Belgic B occurred in the Carn Brea hoard and in the mixed finds on the 
beach at Selsey, but neither discovery has much relevance to the date of the group. 

26. Such facts as the contrasting distribution of the nearly contemporary coinages 
Gallo-Belgic A and B are inexplicable in simple terms of trading contacts. The breaking 
of the dies, moreover, seems singularly appropriate to the displaced off-shoot of a tribe, or 
association of tribes, deliberately marking their severance from the past, first in Gaul and 
later in Britain. 


16 Blanchet, Traitédes Monnaies Gauloises(1905),(T.M.G.), 349-50; for an example of regenbogenschiisselchen, 
with a similar cross, from the St. Ludwig-bei-Basel hoard, see Forrer, Kelt. Num. der Rh. u. Don. e221 ee 394s 
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Gallo-Belgic XB (‘Bullets’) 


27. It will be convenient here to mention the hoard of over forty curious gold 
globules, marked with a cross, which was found in 1806 at a place in Peeblesshire which 
used to be called Cairnmuir but is now known as Netherurd, Kirkurd. These objects are 
certainly coins and are found in the Soissons~Chalons—Rheims area, but, as Blanchet has 
shown, have antecedents on the Rhine.t7 Their weight (108-15 grains) accords with that 
of the coins we have hitherto considered. No other finds of similar coins are recorded in 
this country nor do I know of other Belgic coins from the same area of Scotland.18 This 
trace of contact between a Germanic group in Belgic Gaul and the inhabitants of central 
Scotland stands alone. In Belgic Gaul the coins have been found in association with those 
of Gallo-Belgic E, but the weight seems to indicate that the bullets are earlier than Gallo- 
Belgic E. This is the only important find of coins in Britain from the Marne area, the 
original home, at an earlier date, of so much of the culture of Britain. 


Gallo-Belgic C (‘Gaulish Atrebates’) 


28. Gallo-Belgic C starts a new phase. It is the coinage from which most subsequent 
British coinages sprang. The types are in origin broken-up versions of elements con- 
tained in the staters of Gallo-Belgic A, more particularly As, but the process of disintegra- 
tion has reached a point where faith is required to see the designs as a human face or a 
horse and charioteer. It is at least a possible hypothesis that this process, which is the 
distinguishing mark of all the main coinages from Belgic Gaul and begins in earnest with 
Gallo-Belgic C, can be attributed to the influence of the newly arrived German invaders. 

29. In contrast with Gallo-Belgic A and B, Gaulish find-spots are plentiful, British 
scarce. The Gaulish find-spots locate the coinage in the Pas-de-Calais area and the Somme 
Valley; there is a small spread south-west towards the Seine and south towards the 
Marne. The coins are usually attributed to the Atrebates, whose headquarters was at 
Arras; and this seems reasonable. In Britain, the coins are mostly found in central Kent; 
a few are found round the coast but they scarcely penetrate the area of Gallo-Belgic A 
and none are found in the area of Gallo-Belgic B. There are no doubt subdivisions to be 
made within Gallo-Belgic C, possibly geographical, certainly chronological, but I do not 
have the information either from this country or France on which to attempt this. 
Indeed the border-line between Gallo-Belgic C and British H coins may not have been 
correctly drawn. 

30. The find-spots may indicate an incursion into Britain by the now partly 
Germanised Gallo-Belgic people in the circumstances which Caesar graphically 


17 Blanchet, T.M.G., 476; R. Forrer, op. cit., 221, fig. 394, from the hoard of St. Ludwig-bei-Basel, points to 
the antecedents amongst regenbogenschiisselchen. 

8 Tt has been said that there were two finds within a short distance of each other, but this is wrong; 
see Appendix III, Hoard 8. . 
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describes.19 They came to raid and they stayed to till. At this stage the invaders settled 
only in the parts of Kent through which all the earlier invasions passed, and from here 
no doubt they maintained contact with their homeland. It will be easiest to estimate 
the date of this wave when we have considered the remarkable developments to which 
Gallo-Belgic C led. 

31. Gallo-Belgic C, which consisted of staters only, gave rise to a series of locally 
made coins, the march of which across the country has left very clear traces. The move- 
ment was in two main directions. The easiest to follow is that to the south-west, which we 
shall consider first, but that to thenorthis equally important. It looks as if the invaders who 
brought Gallo-Belgic C with them soon decided to settle not in Kent, which was already 
dense with Belgic settlers when they landed, but farther afield, in the parts of the country 
as yet free from Belgic colonisation. In these parts contact with the homeland was less 
easy, and it is at this stage that we first encounter local Britanno-Belgic coinages made in 
this country for use here, coins which I am calling, for simplicity, British. 

32. The first such coinage, British A, also consists of staters only; the obverse scarcely 
differs from that of Gallo-Belgic C, but the coins have a horse on the reverse of distinctive 
globular style. Their patterns, as well as their weight (96-100, as against 100-103, grains) 
and specific gravity (13.5.-14.5, as against 14.5-15.5), proclaim them as subsequent to 
Gallo-Belgic C. The coins are generally known as the Westerham type from the site of 
discovery of an important hoard, in which they were associated with coins of Gallo- 
Belgic A and C; but the implication that this is another Kentish coinage is misleading. 
The main distribution lies across Surrey, Hampshire and Sussex, some of the latter along 
the coastal belt. In addition there is a thin line north-eastwards towards the Severn and 
another south-east along the Channel coast. The coins are almost entirely absent in the 
areas of Gallo-Belgic A and B, at least north of the Thames, and it looks very much as if 
their makers deliberately avoided areas already under Gallo-Belgic influence. The coins 
go through several minor changes, but, although the type is not particularly rare, the 
records are not precise enough for these varieties to be assigned yet to particular localities. 

33. Immediately to the west of British A is found another type of gold stater, British 
B, which differs from British A principally by the presence of a crab-like ornament under 
the horse on the reverse. This is known as the Chute type from the discovery of an 
important hoard at Chute in Wiltshire. The name is in this instance again slightly mis- 
leading, as the main home of the coins is in western Hampshire and Dorset, but there is a 
thin line stretching to the north and west along the Jurassic route and another thin line 
along the south coast. The parallel with British A is complete; from two adjoining areas 
there is a spread in a circular direction north and eastwards around the central area of 
Britain, and there is also a minor coastal movement in both directions. The weight (93-6 
grains), and the specific gravity (11.5-13.0) again take another plunge, which indicates, 
as one would expect, the British B is later than British A. 

34. There are traces of two off-shoots of this movement. British A gives rise to a 
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curious progeny, British C, of which a small hoard was found at Yarmouth, Isle of 
Wight. British B gives rise to a different but no less curious progeny, known as the 
Cheriton type, British D, found only near Portsmouth and Winchester. Both rapidly 
disappear without successors. 

35. British A and B jointly are the predecessors of the enormous group of silver, and 
later bronze, staters which are ascribed, in my opinion correctly, to the historical tribe of 
the Durotriges. The coins are found in nearly the same area as British B, but the details of 
the coins do not follow British B; they are almost indistinguishable from British A, in 
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Fig. 26. 1-8 Reconstructed types to illustrate the development of Gallo-Belgic C: 1, Gallo-Belgic 
C; 2, British A; 3, British B; 4, Durotriges R; 5, Durotriges A; 6-8 ,various Durotriges cast i; 
9, Reconstructed type of Durotriges thin silver coins 


whose area they are scarcely ever found. One of the British gold coins in the Le Catillon 
hoard was a well-worn example of British B. One of the British silver coins in the Le 
Catillon hoard was an example of this same British B type, but struck from worn dies and 
in silver, while there were six fresh and unworn examples of ordinary Durotrigan silver 
coins, that is in effect coins of British A type struck in silver (see fig. 26). It appears to 
me that something must have happened to dislodge British A into the area of British 
B and to push both off the gold standard. A possible explanation will appear later. 

36. The worn coin of British B in the Le Catillon hoard is of singular importance for 
chronology. From analogy with many hoards containing similar proportions of Armori- 
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can coins there can be little or no doubt that this one was buried between 56 and 51 B.c.2° 
We can therefore say with complete confidence that the events which led to a silver 
coinage amongst the Durotriges had taken place before about 56 B.c. and that the issue of 
British B coins goes back a good deal longer than that: one may suggest, in round figures, 
to 70 or 80B.c. A specimen of British B is also recorded from the Whaddon Chase 
hoard, where it appears to be the earliest British coin. 

37. Let us now return to Gallo-Belgic C, the date of which we left until we had 
examined some of the derived coinages. The reason for this will now be obvious. Gallo- 
Belgic C is two removes from British B, which we have now placed somewhere in the 
order of 70 or 80 B.c. It is impossible yet to say by how many years Gallo-Belgic C pre- 
ceded British B, but a date in the order of 100 B.c. would not be out of the question. This 
would accord well with the second century B.c. date I have proposed for Gallo-Belgic A 
and B. From about roo B.c. the coins seem to me to suggest a steady westward move- 
ment of dominant groups of continental settlers from Kent until they came to a halt in 
the Durotrigan area. For such a movement there is, I believe, at present little other 
archaeological evidence. Some would prefer to regard the westward progress of Gallo- 
Belgic coin-types (British A to D) as the successive borrowing by existing pre-Belgic 
peoples of an element of Belgic culture. This leaves unexplained the question why, since 
they were in contact with Armorican trade, they did not in preference borrow Armorican 
coin types. The coins by themselves cannot solve such problems; but, so far as the coins 
are concerned, there does not appear to be any difference in kind between what was 
happening in this direction and in others where a theory of direct Gallo-Belgic 
penetration presents less archaeological difficulties. 

38. There is, for instance, what seems to be a similar trace of attempted infiltration 
into East Anglia. There are two coin-types derived from British A, which have been 
found there; one type, British E, is known from two specimens, one found at 
Waldingfield, the other from the Colchester district; the second type, British F, is known 
from twelve specimens in the Clacton hoard. These efforts at infiltration were ineffectual ; 
the coinages rapidly disappear without successors. 

39. Another and probably equally unsuccessful effort in the same area is repre- 
sented by a group of coins directly derived from Gallo-Belgic C. These coins, British G, 
which formed the bulk of the Clacton hoard, are scarcely known from any other source. 
It may be recalled that we have already met Gallo-Belgic invaders on the Essex coast in 
the period of Gallo-Belgic A; excluding the melting-pot of Kent, it is notable that British 
coins of Gallo-Belgic C parentage only throve in those parts of the country where there 
had been no previous Gallo-Belgic coinage. 

40. Farther north, we find another family of coins, obviously descended from the 
latest and most stylised varieties of Gallo-Belgic C, but not influenced by British A and 
B, which spreads across the East Midlands and Norfolk from the area of the Wash or 


20 J. B. Colbert de Beaulieu, Proc. Prehist. Soc., XXIV (1958), 201-10, includes an analysis of similar hoards 
from Jersey. 


107 


INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY 


possibly the Humber. It looks as if, in parallel with the western drive, there was a 
separate movement of people of the same stock northwards, possibly from Kent, more 
probably direct from Gaul, starting at the first convenient point of entry on the coast 
not affected by previous Gallo-Belgic invasions. It seems clear that the movement was 
by sea coastwise, since there is almost no trace of it crossing the Home Counties. 

41. These coins fall into three groups, the relationships of which are not so easy to 
determine as in the south. The find-spots are relatively scattered, but they come nearest to 
a common point on the Wash. There is a group of coins on which the horse faces right, as 
do the coins of Gallo-Belgic C. This, British H, is found mostly in Lincolnshire. Strays 
are found in Norfolk, and, oddly, on the coast of Wales. It may be that some of the coins 
I have classed as British H will later prove to be Gallo-Belgic. A very similar group of 
coins on which, however, the horse faces left are found inland and north of the preceding 
coins. Indeed these coins, British I, spread so far round the central area that they make 
contact with the northward probes of British A and B. They appear to be the only type 
regularly found in the area of the East Riding of Yorkshire, occupied in historical times 
by the tribe of the Parisi. British H and I are by no means homogeneous and it is possible 
that time will point to further subdivisions. The third group, British J, consists of coins 
on which the horse is replaced by a wolf, but which otherwise conform closely to Gallo- 
Belgic C. Though rare, these pieces are clearly coins of Norfolk and Suffolk; from some 
details of the design which recall the coins I shall later describe at Gallo-Belgic E, as well 
as the distinctly lower weight of some of them, I would expect them to be rather later 
than most of British H and I. 

42. All these coinages seem to have had a fairly long life; two British I coins at least 
were found in the Whaddon Chase Hoard. There are varicties, but insufficient informa- 
tion at present to subdivide further. Late coins of British I (more probably than H) gave 
rise to a further coinage of the same stock, British K, the so-called ‘Brigantian unin- 
scribed’ or ‘South Ferriby’ coinage, named from an important hoard found here on the 
south bank of the Humber. British K was in fact a coinage of North Lincolnshire, not 
Yorkshire, and therefore in my view cannot be called Brigantian. Specimens travelled as 
far as Silchester and Colchester, where one was stratified in the earliest layer of occupa- 
tion. There is some evidence that the Humber was an attempted point of entry for Belgic 
penetration; there are early hoards from Grimsby and Scartho nearby;2! a little later we 
have an inscribed coin from Ravendale near Grimsby which cannot be read, but is of a 
type which from its appearance one would have expected to find in Essex or the Home 
Counties (British Lx3). The only early coinage which became established in the Humber 
area was, however, British K, which appears to have reached there by land; that it is later 
than British H, I, or J is demonstrable from weight (84-6 grains), specific gravity (10.5— 
11.5) and details of the design. 

43. This, then, is the extent of the penetration of Britain by the coins directly derived 


*r It is 1s possible that there may also have been hoards from near Dewsbury and near Huddersfield 
(pp. 290, 291). 
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from Gallo-Belgic C. Seen collectively, they present a remarkably coherent picture; it is 
difficult to see how these results could have come about in any other way than by a pro- 
gressive movement of peoples of homogeneous stock, bringing their traditions with 
them. 

44. Before we leave Gallo-Belgic C, it will be desirable to consider certain important 
coinages indirectly derived from the same source. We have observed that all the directly 
derived coinages tend to go round, not across, the central area. The first British-made 
coinage to be found in this area is British La, known as the Waddon Chase type from the 
find-spot of the largest hoard of Celtic coins yet found in this country, most of which 
were of this variety (the other main variety was British Q). The reverse type, with its 
spirited pony, broke altogether new ground for Britain, but even so the obverse type had 
definite links with previous British coinage. So far as one can pin them down, these links 
are with British H and I; that is to say the origin of the first regular coinage of the central 
area lay to the north. The Whaddon Chase hoard must have been deposited somewhere 
between 40 and 20 B.c.2? By that stage, when the strict traditionalism of Gallo-Belgic 
coinage was beginning to dissipate, I do not know how much cultural significance should 
be attached to this geographical origin. It was from the Whaddon Chase type and later 
varieties of it, British Lp, that there developed not only the inscribed gold coins of 
Tasciovanus, Andoco and Addedomaros, but also the uninscribed coinages of the Iceni 
in the east, British N, and the so-called ‘Wonersh’ type in Surrey and Sussex, British M. 
If the coins are any indication of the route by which political or cultural influences 
spread, as in earlier times it seems clear that they are, there are some unexpected impli- 
cations here. 

45. It is now emerging that the period at which silver and bronze coins began to 
come into use in this country was approximately that of the Whaddon Chase hoard or in 
my nomenclature British L.23 There is a distinct coin area immediately to the north of 
where British L coins are found, which has not hitherto been clearly recognised as such, 
largely because many of the coins in question are uninscribed silver and bronze pieces of 
various types; gold coins are rare. I call this mixed group of coins provisionally British 
Lx. The area centres round Sandy, Braughing and Biggleswade, and coins of the same 
general group are also found in Suffolk near Bury St. Edmunds and in Essex round 
Colchester. This is the only area outside Kent in which bronze coins from the Continent 
are frequently found (mainly of types by tradition attributed to the tribe of the Ambiani). 
The coins of Tasciovanus later occur not only in the British L area, but in this further Lx 
area too. I am left with the impression that at, or shortly after the phase represented by 
British L, there was a further settlement of Belgae immediately to the north-east, lying 
between British L and British N, whose people for the most part used silver and 


22 C. E. Stevens, in Grimes’s Aspects of Archaeology (1954), 332-4, attributes the occasion of burial to the 
planned invasion of Britain in 34 B.c. which never happened. Dio., XLIX, 28, 2. 

?3 For a discussion in more detail of silver and bronze coinages, see paragraphs 85-8 and for full details see 
Appendix IB (p. 135). 
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bronze coins. The area ceased to have an identifiably separate existence in the time of 
Tasciovanus. 

46. With the extension of coins of British L, M and N (and perhaps Lx also) 
throughout the central area, hitherto more or less immune from penetration since Gallo- 
Belgic A, it will be perceived that nearly the whole of south-east England from the 
Humber to the Dorset-Devon border has been covered in a roundabout way by coins 
originating from, and often closely resembling, Gallo-Belgic C. This, then, must be the 
coinage of the main wave of Belgic settlement of Britain from Gaul, starting probably at, 
or shortly after the beginning of, the first century B.c. The process no doubt took a long 
time. It may be observed that the pattern of areas which the coins indicate up to this stage 
does not correspond particularly closely with the tribal areas we know from the time of 
the inscribed coinages and later from Roman sources. The reasons for this may lie in the 
fact that we have still to reckon with the complications caused by three more major 
waves of invasion of Britain from the Continent which are reflected in the coinage. It 
seems to me essential to visualise the first century B.c. in Britain as a time of constant 
movement, at least of the ruling elements, the pattern of associations changing with each 
new wave of Belgic invasion. 


Gallo-Belgic D (Geometric Quarter Staters) 


47. Gallo-Belgic A and B consist of staters and quarter staters, Gallo-Belgic C of 
staters only. Gallo-Belgic D, the next of the invading coinages, consists only of quarter 
staters. This coinage is so ugly and unintelligible that it has attracted little attention and 
the coins both here and in Gaul are ill recorded. Nevertheless, it has its importance in the 
story. 

48. The elements of the design of these coins, often called Geometric, are, like those 
of other Gallo-Belgic coins, drawn ultimately from the patterns of Gallo-Belgic A. The 
most frequent obverse is derived from an enlarged lock of hair and four leaves from the 
wreath, while the reverse has its origin in the figure of the charioteer.*4 I do not think 
there is any reason yet to suppose these quarter staters to be the fractions of any of the 
better known Gallo-Belgic stater coinages; they seem to be a coinage on their own. 
Their distribution in Gaul is not well enough recorded to permit any certainty, but the 
only imported coinage found here, whose distribution in any way agrees with theirs, is 
that of Gallo-Belgic E; there seems to be no such agreement in Gaul.25 The appearance 
and style of the coins is so different that I find it impossible to believe they formed part of 
the same issue, even if they may have been more or less contemporary. They are the kind 
of coin which, I suggest, would not have been copied in quantity anywhere unless there 
were a special reason, grounded in tradition, to do so. Quarter-stater weights are not 


74 B.N.J., XXVIII (1957), 443-6. 
5 Professor Tourneur of Brussels believed them to come from the coastal regions on the borders of Belgium 
and France and to belong to the tribe of the Menapii. 
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always accurate enough for much reliance to be placed on them, but the weight of these 
coins from 20-24 grains, brings them into the same general period as Gallo-Belgic E. 

49. There are a good many varieties of this general class of coin, which was 
undoubtedly struck on both sides of the Channel. It is unfortunately impossible in this 
instance to draw any clear-cut line between those struck on the Continent and here. 
Unquestionably Gaulish are those coins with some kind of lozenge pattern on the 
obverse, of which three or four distinct varieties are known. These coins (Gallo-Belgic 
Da) are very rare here; I only know of two definite examples, both from the Sussex 
coast. These are followed by uniface quarter staters, the reverse side only having the 
charioteer pattern in an early form (Gallo-Belgic Ds). Next comes the commonest form, 
on which the lock-of-hair obverse is added (Gallo-Belgic Dc); the reverse appears to be 
typologically later, though this is by no means certain. I presume that both the uniface and 
the patterned coins are Gaulish or at least that some of them are Gaulish; but I suspect 
that nevertheless they are found in larger numbers here than in France. I shall describe 
them all under the heading Gallo-Belgic D, despite some doubts whether all were struck 
in Gaul. Soon after this there began to be changes; a kind of linear regularity imposes 
itself on the pattern, and the weight drops. At this stage I have little doubt the coins are 
purely British; I can find no evidence that they are found in France and I will call them 
British O; but there is no clear-cut dividing line. Gallo-Belgic Dc coins turned up in the 
Snettisham hoards (including one inside the great gold torque), where they were clearly 
the latest gold coins, all the others being Gallo-Belgic A and C (see also paragraph 83). 
They also occurred with British O in the Carn Brea hoard, which also contained Gallo- 
Belgic A and B and British A (not B as sometimes stated). Most important of all, a worn 
specimen of Gallo-Belgic Dc turned up in the Le Catillon hoard; presumably it reached 
Jersey from Britain, since no other Gallo-Belgic coins were in the hoard, whereas a 
number of British coins of ultimate Belgic origin were. This places the Gallo-Belgic 
varieties well before 56 8.c. or at approximately the same date as British B. 

50. The continental find-spots appear to lie nearer the Pas-de-Calais coast than most 
of the other Gallo-Belgic coins we have considered. They entered this country by two 
routes, Kent and the Sussex coast. In Kent the coinage made relatively little headway, but 
appears to have given rise to a local uniface coinage, which I have called British P. The 
usual reverse (Pa) has the old motif, but turned into a tidy, symmetrical pattern. On a 
variety of this type (PB) the centre of the pattern has been humanised and given a face, 
helmet and cuirass, perhaps in the form of a trophy. 

51. In Sussex coins of Gallo-Belgic D are confined pretty well to the coastal belt, in 
the region which in Roman times became the canton of the Regnenses; but there is a 
small trail into the interior, approximately on the lines of the much larger spread of 


26 B.N.J., XXVIII (1957), 443-8. Professor Toynbee has suggested that the face, which seemed out of place 
in a trophy, is a face mask attached to the helmet: J.R.S., XXXVIII (1948), 20 ff; cf. British Museum Cat. 
Coins of Rom. Emp. 1, pl. 5, Nos. 4-5. Another specimen is in the British Museum, which differs in some respects, 
and a third is recorded from Reculver: Battely, Antiquitates Rutupinae (1745), pl. vi. 
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Gallo-Belgic E. It looks as if Gallo-Belgic D was swept into the interior in the wake of 
Gallo-Belgic E. Gallo-Belgic D gave rise to British O first in Sussex, but in the same way 
as British A moved westward from this area and began to be struck in silver amongst the 
Durotriges, so we find British O soon adopted by this tribe as the pattern for their silver 
quarter staters. The earliest of them may have a small admixture of gold. The silver 
quarter staters have a long later history, going through many changes, up to now mostly 
unrecorded, and the coins become increasingly base with time (see fig. 27.) The distribu- 
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Fig. 27. Reconstructed types to illustrate the development from Gallo-Belgic D 4 staters: 1, Gallo- 
Belgic Dc; 2-3, British O; 4, Durotriges RE, Le Catillon hoard variety; 5-9, Durotriges 4, 
Hengistbury varieties 


tion of these quarter staters, though less common, is precisely the same as that of the silver 
staters and they must have passed as the quarters of the larger pieces. 

52. Whatever events had dislodged British A into the territory of the Durotriges 
must also have dislodged British O. The parallel is exact in both cases: the movement is 
from Sussex and Hampshire into Dorset, and what began as a gold coinage turned in its 
new home to silver. Yet it is certain, so far as this country is concerned and I think also in 
Gaul, that their origin is quite distinct: in fact that, until they reached Durotrigan terri- 
tory, there is no association between the types. The Le Catillon hoard, most fortunately, 
contained examples of both; in addition to the seven silver Durotrigan staters there were 
six silver Durotrigan quarter staters of a variety which is typologically at the beginning 
of the silver series, one with a trace of gold. The latter coins were, like the former, 
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obviously freshly struck. We can therefore say that the events in question, which drove 
both coinages west, had taken place by somewhere about 60 B.c. Events of this magni- 
tude are certain to have left some trace and I suggest that this may be found in the next 
important invading coinage, Gallo-Belgic E. 


Gallo-Belgic Xc (‘V’, ‘Verica’) 

53. The Sussex coast, especially Selsey, is rich in find-spots of early quarter staters. 
It is in many cases uncertain which types were struck there and which abroad. A group 
consisting of staters and quarter staters which have the device V on the obverse, is usually 
classed as British but is almost certainly continental. The staters are a common coin in 
Belgic Gaul; I do not think the quarter staters are so plentiful there, but a single specimen 
of the staters and a fair number of quarter staters have been found here, all on the Sussex 
coast except for single examples on the Severn and the Thames. The coins to some extent 
form a typological link between Gallo-Belgic D and E because, although the staters 
closely resemble the latter (and are confused with them in the French records), and the 
quarters are in the same mood, on a rare variety the obverse emblem is combined with a 
reverse unmistakably in the Gallo-Belgic D tradition. The design on the obverse has often 
been taken as a monogram of Verica; Iam not convinced that it is a letter, but it could as 
well or better, the other way up, be read as an A; there are plenty of examples of the 
letter in this form. A rare form of the quarter stater has the letter E above the horse on the 
reverse. I imagine the coins, which I call Gallo-Belgic Xc, represent a small invading con- 
tingent, from a different source at or shortly after the time of Gallo-Belgic D. The coins 
led to no developments here. 


Gallo-Belgic E (‘Morini’) 

54. The commonest of all the imported Gallo-Belgic coinages is that attributed 
traditionally to the Morini, which I call Gallo-Belgic E. It is a uniface stater, unaccom- 
panied by any quarter stater, the horse on the reverse being a somewhat simplified ver- 
sion of that on Gallo-Belgic C. The weight (86-98 grains) varies within wide limits, but 
is generally less and usually much less than Gallo-Belgic C; it is less even than British A 
and some others of the early British coinages. There is every reason to suppose that the 
coinage was in issue for a long time, and the latest and lightest coins are little if at all 
heavier than the coins of the Whaddon Chase phase. 

55. The coins are found exceptionally widely in Gaul, but the records of continental 
distribution may to some extent be misleading, as they apparently include, in addition to 
the plain form of stater almost invariably found here, other staters marked with V on the 
obverse (which I have already described as Gallo-Belgic Xc) or with this device and one 
or two reversed Ss on the reverse. These are undoubtedly distinct from Gallo-Belgic E, 
even if very similar, and I am unable to say if their distribution in France differs signifi- 
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cantly from that of the plain form. With the single exception already mentioned, the 
types are absent here. The main distribution of Gallo-Belgic E, with this possible con- 
tamination, lies well inland and northwards of that of Belgic C, in the territory which 
in Caesar's time was occupied by the Nervii, but there are minor concentrations to 
the west and south. 

56. The find-spots of plain Gallo-Belgic E coins in this country are also exceptionally 
numerous. Evans considered that two main streams could be detected, the one heavier, 
the other lighter, and took the heavier to be continental and the lighter British. He may 
well be right, but I have not been able to confirm it from such records as I have. The 
light coins do not seem to be confined to any one locality. Die-study is difficult, as the 
blank obverse makes it generally impossible to link one reverse with another. I have, 
therefore, not attempted any such distinction. 

57. The type and weight of Gallo-Belgic E suggest that the coins are subsequent to 
Gallo-Belgic C, and this is confirmed by the hoards. The coins occurred in the Ryarsh 
hoard with Gallo-Belgic C and in the Marks Tey hoard with British A and triple-tailed 
horse coins, British Q; the latter are undoubtedly post-Caesar. In the Scartho hoard they 
were again found with triple-tailed horse coins, British Q, and also with British L, the 
Whaddon Chase type, that is with the two principal constituents of the Whaddon Chase 
hoard. In the Birling (Eastbourne) hoard one occurred with an inscribed stater of 
Dubnovellaunus of Kent. Gallo-Belgic E thus forms a bridge between the pigsser 
Gallo-Belgic C and British A and the post-Caesar British Q and L. 

58. In spite of their frequency and their exceptionally wide distribution the coins 
had remarkably little lasting effect here. It may be that the idea of uniface coinages came 
here largely from this source; there are several such types in Kent, here classified as 
British Ly and Lz, and many of the later triple-tailed horse coins are uniface. Some minor 
details of British I and J seem to be derived from them. Nevertheless, no coinage found 
in Britain since Gallo-Belgic A is less localised. 

59. If our general thesis is right and the great waves of continental coins found here 
reflect movements of peoples from the Continent, we should look for a major surge of 
invaders or refugees into Britain at about the time of Julius Caesar. It may be recalled in 
this context that under the year 57 B.c. Caesar records that those chiefs of the Bellovaci 
who had unsuccessfully urged resistance to him in Gaul took refuge in Britain.27 

60. The coins suggest an invasion in at least three prongs. One thrust was over the 
Sussex coast; the coins are, however, almost all found south of the Downs; nevertheless, 
it is this wave which seems to have swept British A and O from Sussex (and probably by 
another route from Hampshire). It is possible that some of these settlers formed a corridor 
dividing the territories which were later to become the Roman cantons of the Atrebates 
and the Regnenses from those of the Durotriges farther west. If so, these coins may have 
some connection with the Roman canton of the Belgae, which has always presented an 
historical puzzle; but as we shall see later, there was another invasion across the south 
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coast which must have complicated the picture. The Folkestone hoard, consisting only of 
Gallo-Belgic E coins, belongs to this wave. 

61. The second thrust was through Kent and up the Thames. Gallo-Belgic E coins 
are concentrated in two areas of Kent, one at the eastern end of the county, the other, 
especially densely, round Oldbury or Maidstone. After the appearance on the scene of 
Gallo-Belgic E there is no further trace in Kent of coinages directly derived from Gallo- 
Belgic C; it looks as if the new people became the dominant group. Caesar met four 
distinct kingdoms in Kent;28 the confused pattern of imported coinages found there, 
ending with Gallo-Belgic E, provides ample confirmation of the presence of a multi- 
plicity of tribal stocks from Gaul; we might even suggest that two of Caesar’s units 
were the district east of Canterbury and the district round Oldbury or Maidstone. (A little 
later, during the period of British L, there are still a remarkable variety of coins in the 
area including many bronze ones, which I have classed together provisionally as British 
Ly; and during the period of Tasciovanus there is a very distinct further area west of the 
Medway, from which the coins are almost entirely of gold). From Kent the Gallo-Belgic 
E invaders moved westwards and perhaps to some extent northwards; we find the coins 
along the Thames to Oxford and even farther west. 

62. The third prong was across the Essex coast, and either by this route or up the 
Thames into the central area of the Home Counties. This route was particularly impor- 
tant; we find a band of coins spreading from Colchester past Cambridge to Bedford and 
even Northampton, and with an offshoot to the south to form a group around Luton. 
Most of this was land not touched by previous coinages, but the Luton group encroaches 
on Gallo-Belgic A territory. Possibly the Weybourne and Grimsby hoards, consisting only 
of coins of this type, are traces of an unsuccessful fourth line of attack by sea farthernorth. 

63. Gallo-Belgic E thus became the established coinage of a very large area com- 
prising not only parts of the territory of the Catuvellauni but also, and more markedly, 
that of its known enemies, the Trinovantes. (Incidentally no imported coins are found in 
the central area of Britain which had originated in or near the territory of the Gaulish 
tribe of the Catalauni, no doubt another form of the same name as the British Catuvel- 
launi.) It certainly looks as if at about the time of Caesar the principal coinage of most of 
south-east England was Gallo-Belgic E and that it was mainly these coins which Caesar 
saw here and referred to in his Commentaries.29 

64. It would be convenient to be able to say that Gallo-Belgic E was in these circum- 
stances likely to have been the coinage of Cassivellaunus, Caesar’s principal antagonist 
here. Unfortunately the distribution, considered dispassionately and in detail, does not 
bear this out; the coins are scarcely found in the Home Counties immediately north of the 
Thames, in the area where Caesar’s narrative would lead one to expect his territories. On 
the other hand, although geographically easier,3° I find it impossible to accept the usual 


98 Caesar. D.G iV aT 21221 aoa esane Ge Vcten 
3° But still not perfect; for instance the British L area appears to lie to the west of both Verulamium and 
Wheathampstead. 
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view that British L, the Whaddon Chase type, was the coinage of Cassivellaunus; the 
Scartho and Whaddon Chase hoards seem to demonstrate that it was current appreciably 
later than Caesar’s invasion; moreover one would expect the coinage of a chieftain chosen 
for a period as the paramount chief of all the tribes in south-east Britain, and the success- 
ful invader of the Trinovantes, to be found over a wider and more easterly area. Although 
[have little doubt that Gallo-Belgic E was the most recent of the imported coinages at the 
time of Caesar’s invasion, and thus contemporary with Cassivellaunus, I do not think it is 
possible yet to ascribe any specific coinage either to Cassivellaunus or to the contemporary 
rulers of the Trinovantes, Imanuentius and Mandubratius. 

65. Indeed, at the date of Gallo-Belgic E, I do not think the coins provide any satis- 
factory means of determining either the territory of Cassivellaunus (which one presumes 
to have been that of the Catuvellauni, although Caesar does not say so) or that of the 
Trinovantes, let alone that of the five otherwise unknown tribes Caesar mentions.3! The 
area we know later as that of the Catuvellauni has yielded mostly Gallo-Belgic A, with a 
little Gallo-Belgic E; that of the Trinovantes mostly Gallo-Belgic E with a little Gallo- 
Belgic A. There is a marked gap between, in the archaeologically important area later 
occupied by British Lx. There can be no doubt that the origin of both tribes is Gallo- 
Belgic (unless the true home of the Trinovantes was in this intermediate area, which 
would fit well enough with Caesar’s narrative). What sort of internal revolutions took 
place after Caesar we can only guess, but British L certainly looks as if it reflected one. A 
tribal pattern which marries easily with the final historical record does not begin to 
appear in the coinage of the Home Counties north of the Thames until the immediately 


following phase. 


Gallo-Belgic F (‘Remi’) 

66. One last wave from the Continent remains to be considered. This differs from 
all those we have examined up to now in that the continental coins are scarcely ever 
found here; what are found here are British versions of a Gallo-Belgic original. The 
coins in question are those traditionally ascribed to the Remi, which I call Gallo-Belgic F, 
or, in their British version, British Q. They consist of staters and a variety of related 
quarter staters, the most characteristic feature of which is the division of the horse’s tail 
into three distinct strands. The advent and migrations of these coins, which have long been 
recognised to represent a trace of the movement associated with the name of the Atre- 
batic chieftain, Commius, are one of the strongest arguments for regarding other early 
gold coins as equally manifestations of actual invasions and tribal movements. 

67. The recorded continental find-spots of Gallo-Belgic F are very few and very 
widely scattered. The ascription to the Remi is in this case more than usually misleading; 
it has no basis in fact and is historically improbable in view of the close association 


31 Caesar, B.G., V, 21. Of the five tribes the Cenimagni (cf. Cenomani in Gaul) were presumably the Iceni; 
the others are completely unknown. 
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between the Remi and the Romans. The British find-spots are confined to Portland and 
the Whaddon Chase hoard: the state of wear of the latter shows it to be the earliest coin 
now traceable from the hoard. Although two coins do not make an invasion, there is 
little doubt that an invasion from Belgic Gaul did take place; it has been recognised 
archaeologically, and the absence of coins is perhaps explained by the fact that the inva- 
sion took place after the conclusion of Caesar’s campaigns in Gaul. If one thing is certain 
about the dating of Gaulish coins it is that the use of gold coinage was suppressed by 
Caesar; we ought not to expect any invasion which took place after about 50 B.c. to 
bring gold coins with it in quantity. All that the invaders will have brought will have 
been traditions, and of these we have ample trace. 

68. British Q, the British rendering of the triple-tailed horse tradition, contains 
coins of two types. There are staters with a patterned obverse as well as uniface specimens; 
intermediate types from worn dies show that the uniface coins are later than the pat- 
terned ones. Of the same general class, but with distinctly different details, are a large 
group of quarter staters; all the many minor varieties have patterned obverses. The find- 
spots are inextricably mixed. It is clear that like Gallo-Belgic D and E the invasion passed 
across the Sussex coast in the Chichester area and in this instance seems to have proceeded 
inland by the shortest route to the Thames, along which it continued to spread mainly 
westwards, but to a lesser degree eastwards. Alternatively the invaders, or some of them, 
could have come up the Thames, but they left virtually no trace near its mouth. The wave 
did not penetrate as far into the interior as Gallo-Belgic E. The coinage in its uniface 
version settled in the Cotswolds, at the mecting-point of the Thames and the Severn, 
where, with the simple addition of a branched emblem on the obverse (comparable with 
the mark on the coins of Gallo-Belgic Xc), it became the coinage of the Dobunni, 
British R. The patterned version turned backwards on its tracks and, withdrawing south 
of the Thames, provided the basis of the inscribed coinages of Commius and Tincommius 
in the area which later became the Roman cantons of the Atrebates and Regnenses. 
British Q then disappears from the middle Thames Valley; the wave had split into two 
and found two separate homes, with little, if any, direct contact between them. 

69. All the facts relating to British Q coins confirm that they represent the latest of 
the continental invasions. The weight (89-92 grains) suggests a date contemporary with 
the Whaddon Chase coins, British L, and the specific gravities agree with one another. 
They were clearly the latest type in the Marks Tey hoard. The Scartho and Whaddon 
Chase hoards confirm that they were contemporary with British L. There can be little 
doubt that this represents the coinage of the southern area some time after Caesar’s inva- 
sion, say, 40-20 B.c. We do not know precisely the date of the Commian invasion of 
Britain, though the words of Frontinus, who alone records it, suggest that Commius’s 
flight took place while Caesar was still in Gaul.32 The uninscribed coins of Gallo-Belgic F 
almost certainly represent the same movement as that to which Frontinus gives us a clue, 
but numismatic evidence suggests that Commius’s name did not appear on coins until 


32 Frontinus, Strategematon, II, 13, 11. 
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considerably later. It may be remarked that there are silver coins with the name of Com- 
mius paired with other names, which are found in the Gallo-Belgic area of Gaul; these 
are usually associated with the historical Commius, but they are never found in Britain. 

70. By the time of the Commian incursion of Gallo-Belgic F, Belgic Gaul was part 
of an occupied Roman province on which the Roman grasp steadily strengthened. 
Thereafter we do not find, and should not expect to find, any significant movement of 
Celtic coins from Gaul to Britain. 


Gallo-Belgic XD 


71. For the sake of completeness, reference should be made to a few other types of 
Gallo-Belgic gold coins which have been found here. Some gold uninscribed quarter 
staters have been found at Selsey which alone of such coins have a finely engraved head in 
typically Celtic style on the obverse. So far as I know, no such coins have been found in 
Gaul, but the general style, which accords with nothing else found in this country,* 
inclines me to suspect that they are Gaulish imports of approximately the same period as 
Gallo-Belgic F, a view with which their weight accords well enough. 


Gallo-Belgic XE and XF (Epsilon type: ‘Nervii’, and CRICIRV: “Suessiones’) 


72. A single example has also been found at Silchester, a plated forgery, of a Gallo- 
Belgic stater (XE) very common on the Continent, known as the Epsilon type from the 
form which the nose on the obverse has taken. It is usually attributed to the Nervii. 
A single example has also been found of an inscribed Gallo-Belgic stater (Xr) with the 
legend CRICIRV; silver and bronze coins with this legend also occur. The distribution 
appears to establish this as a coinage of the Suessiones. It is remarkable that no more than a 
single example of each of these types has been found here. 


Armorican Coins (‘Channel Islands’) 


73. The Celtic coinage of Britain is overwhelmingly Gallo-Belgic either in its 
origins or its antecedents, but a few other types of Celtic coins are found here; with one 
important exception, none of them took root. The largest group consists of coins of 
Armorican Gaul, but the manner of their distribution here certainly does not point to any 
form of organised invasion. Whatever the archaeological probabilities of such an 
invasion, the coins do not bear them out. 

74. Armorican coinage is distinctive amongst Gaulish coinage for the fantasy of its 
design. The earlier coins are of gold, the later of base silver (‘billon’), but the quality of 
artistic achievement remains remarkably high throughout. There are no definitely 
British coins whose style or design can be traced back to Armorican types.33 

33 Mack 87 has been considered an exception, but I am not convinced that it is a British coin. See J. B. 


Colbert de Beaulieu, Rev. Num. Belge, CIII (1957), 66, note 2. * Sep. 1385 
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75. Finds of gold Armorican coins in Britain are rare, and with one exception the 
various types found are scattered in a way which implies no more than occasional and 
casual distribution in the course of coastal trade. There is, however, a type of stater of 
which three speciments have been found in Britain, as has also one example of an asso- 
ciated type of quarter stater; two are from Hengistbury, one from Swindon and the 
exact find-spot of the fourth is unrecorded. This class of coin has fortunately been well 
studied in France, and the staters can confidently be attributed to the tribe of the Nam- 
netes, who lived in the Loire Valley around Nantes: the traditional attribution to the 
Andecav1 is definitely wrong.34 The evidence is tenuous, but may point to an early trade- 
route from the Loire round Finistére via Hengistbury to the interior of Britain. The date 
will correspond approximately with that of Gallo-Belgic A, which had, of course, not 
penetrated so far west as this. There is good historical evidence of use of the Loire route to 
Massilia in connection with the tin trade.35 

76. Finds of base silver Armorican coins here, the so-called Channel Island type (they 
were for instance, the chief component of the Le Catillon hoard), are by comparison 
common. They are rarely found elsewhere than on the coast: they are thickest in the 
south-west, as would be expected, but have been found as far afield as Yorkshire, Durham 
and even Scotland; a single specimen in the Museum at Belfast might have been found in 
Ireland. The great maj ority are of one or other of the six types which can be attributed to 
the tribe of the Coriosolites, living on the Brittany coast round Corseul; others are of 
types attributed to the Baiocasses, Redones, Unelli and Osismii, all living on the Channel 
coast to east or west of the Coriosolites. (Tribal attributions in Armorican Gaul seem to 
rest on a surer basis than in the Belgic area.) These coins can all be dated from the great 
refugee hoards found mostly in Jersey to the quarter century or so preceding the interven- 
tion of Julius Caesar in north-west Gaul;36 the hoards themselves were mostly deposited 
between 56 and 51 B.c., the possible limits for the Le Catillon hoard; two or three such 
hoards have been found on the south-west coast of Britain. The markedly coastal 
character of the recorded find-spots seems to show that the Coriosolites were the carriers 
of the coastal trade of Britain in the early middle part of the last century B.c. This con- 
flicts with the express statement of Strabo37 that the carriers of the Atlantic trade were the 
Veneti, and it might be expected that this was the coinage of the Veneti. In fact, the 
Veneti do not appear, if find-spots are any guide, to have had a substantial coinage of their 
own; of the coins tentatively attributed to them only one very debased example has been 
found here.38 

77. Familiarity with the already existing base silver coinage of Armorican Gaul may 

34 J. B. Colbert de Beaulieu, Mem. Soc. Hist. et Arch. de Bretagne, XXXIV (1954), 31-2. 

35 M. Cary, J.H.S., XLIV (1924), 176; he considers the route down the Loire was used from the third cen- 
tury B.c. down to the destruction of Corbilo, probably in 51 B.c., certainly before Strabo’s time; Strabo, 190. 

36 See note 20. 

37 Strabo, 194—5. Caesar, B.G., III, 8, 1; 9, 9. 

38 J. B. Colbert de Beaulieu, Mem. Soc. Hist. et Arch. de Bretagne, XX XIII (1953), 49-5. One of the coins 


found in the Maiden Castle Excavations, then thought to be a ‘thin silver’ Hengistbury type, was in fact one of 
these. 
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well have predisposed those who brought the gold types of British A and B (and O) to 
the Durotrigan area to convert them into silver staters (and quarter staters) for local use; 
they had easy access to silver from the Mendip mines, certainly worked at least for lead 
in the Iron Age. In the Mount Batten hoards Coriosolitan coins were associated with the 
coins of the Dobunni. In the Portsmouth hoard Baiocassan coins were associated with 
Durotrigan and Icenian coins. In the Holdenhurst hoard two Coriosolitan coins were 
found, as if still in circulation, with large numbers of Durotrigan coins of definitely later 
date. Evidence from the Maiden Castle excavations previously seemed to suggest that 
Armorican coins, particularly Coriosolitan coins, continued to circulate in the south- 
west long after they had ceased to be struck in Armorican Gaul, but doubt has lately been 
cast on the reliability of this dating (pp. 88-90). The presence of one Coriosolitan coin is, 
however, suspected in the Lightcliffe hoard from Yorkshire, consisting otherwise only of 
Coritanian and Roman coins and buried after the reign of Caligula. The traffic was in 
both directions; in the Le Catillon hoard, which consisted predominantly of Coriosolitan 
coins, there was an obvious British element from a Durotrigan source, a contribution, no 
doubt, towards the defence of Armorican Gaul against Caesar.39 

78. If coinage is any guide to origins and associations, it would imply that the 
Durotriges were not a people of Armorican stock but that, despite the antipathy which is 
believed to have existed between Armorican and Belgic peoples, they had close and 
friendly business relations with Armorican Gaul. The traditions of Durotrigan coinage 
are basically Belgic, but Belgic so watered down and so influenced by cross currents as 
to imply that the Durotriges were a people of mixed stock, standing in some marked 
respects apart from the rest of Belgic Britain. In view of the influence sometimes credited 
to the Armorican peoples in south-west Britain, these implications of the coinage may be 
of some importance. 


Other Celtic Coins 


79. A number of other Gaulish coins have been found in Britain, but they are so 
scattered, and the types so rarely repeat themselves, that they are of little significance. The 
greater part are of bronze and had their origin in the Belgic areas of Gaul. There are con- 
centrations in Kent, at Richborough and Canterbury, and at or near Braughing, Sandy 
and Biggleswade (see paragraph 45). There are also appreciable numbers from Silchester. 
In most cases they cannot be dated, but the majority are relatively late, either shortly 
before or shortly after the campaign of Caesar. The latest appear to be the bronze coins of 
Germanus, the freedman of Indutillus, which belong to the last years of the first century 
B.C.;4° some have been found at Colchester and Silchester. Except perhaps in the 


39 Caesar, B.G., HI, 9; IV, 20. 

4° The accurate dating of autonomous Gallic coins is very difficult, but in the case of the coins of Germanus 
Indutilli Labertus) the evidence is relatively good. The coins were not found in the battlefield deposits at Alesia; 
in all probability, therefore, these coins did not exist in 52 B.c. Common though they are, they were not even 
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Braughing area, these coins do no more than illustrate that at one time or another, all 
parts of south-east Britain had some contact with the greater part of Gaul. 

80. Three hoards, however, deserve specific mention. At Paul near Penzance in 
Cornwall a hoard has been found of forty-three silver drachmae imitated from coins of 
Massilia by one of the Celtic tribes of Cisalpine Gaul, probably the Cenomani or Insubres. 
The date may be in the late second century B.c. From Penzance itself comes a small hoard 
of bronze coins, one of which is Belgic, the rest being cast copies from the Swiss-French 
borders of bronze coins of Massilia. These are clear evidence in support of Diodorus 
Siculus (believed to be relying on Pytheas), Strabo and other ancient writers who men- 
tion the Cornish tin-trade with the Mediterranean, and refer to the trade-route via the 
Loire and Massilia.4! We have already noted a trace of this route in the coinage of the 
Namnetes. Finally, there is an all too inadequate record of a hoard of silver tetradrachms 
of the Danubian Celts of about the same period as the Paul hoard, which was found in 


found in the Hussigny-Godbrange hoard, from Meurthe-et-Moselle (Ogam, VI, 4 (1954), 195-8, pl. vi), which 
contained a very wide cross-section of the currency of Belgic Gaul. On the evidence of the Roman coins in that 
hoard, it must have been buried a few years after 33-31 B.c. One example was, however, found in the Haliguen- 
en-Quiberon hoard, from Morbihan (Rev. Num. (1953), 130-1), which on the evidence of the Roman coins, 
including coins of Nemausus, in it, must have been buried in the very early years of the first century a.p. (Num. 
Chron., 1955, 82). 

The reverse type of the bull is generally stated to have been copied from coins of (or imitating) Augustus, 
struck at Lugdunum, which have a butting bull; Dr. Colbert de Beaulieu (Ogam, VII, 6 (1955), 393), has pointed 
out that a more likely model lies in the Roman Republican denarius of the moneyer Q. Voconius Vitulus, struck 
in 40 B.c. (Sydenham, 185, No. 1130); but writing more recently (Cat. des Col. Arch. de Besancon, IV, Les M. 
Gauloises, 54, 164-5) he has reverted to the usual view. The Germanus coins, then, could have been in issue 
from any time after 40, or more reasonably 30 B.c., but were certainly in circulation before the end of the century. 
They undoubtedly had a long life, but at present there is no evidence that they continued to be issued in the 
first century A.D. 

The coins were also very widely distributed. The find-spots recorded by Blanchet (T.M.G., 253) with a few 
others since noted, show them to spread from a centre in Aisne and Oise, approximately the territory of the 
Remi, in several distinct directions. These are: 


(i) along the north bank of the Seine into Seine Maritime; 

(i1) into Britain across the Channel; 

(ii) into Germany through Luxembourg in the direction of Coblenz. 

(iv) down the Moselle into north Switzerland; 

(v) by the same route to the Great St. Bernard pass: 

(vi) down the Rhéne to Orange; 
(vii) through Chatillon and Bibracte (especially common here) towards the Loire; 
(viii) through Chartres to the Loire. 


This exceptional spread is, no doubt, a consequence of the Pax Romana, which had gone some way to break- 
ing down tribal barriers and improving communications through Gaul. While there is definite evidence that 
autonomous coins continued to be struck after the conquest (see for instance Revue Archaeologique de l’Est et du 
Centre-Est, VI, 3 (1955), 264), there are no other struck bronze coins which at the present time can be shown to be 
equally late. Such coins as those with the name of Hirtius and Carinus, clearly post-conquest, for instance, 
occurred in the Hussigny-Godbrange hoard. 

It seems to me improbable that a well-struck bronze coinage of this character was, as has been suggested, the 
issue of a native revolt (mentioned as a possibility in M. Grant, From Imperium to Auctoritas, 124, note 9). Bearing 
in mind the special bonds of the Remi with Rome, the likelihood seems to me that Indutillus was the latest of a 
small band of favoured chieftains permitted by their Roman masters after the conquest to strike coins in their own 
name. His coins are the only ones in this group so far to have been found in Britain. 

4" Diodorus Sic., V, 22, 38; Pliny, IV (16), 30, 104; Strabo, 147, 190. See M. Cary, J-H.S.,, SLLV: (1924), 
166-79. 
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the eighteenth century on Portland Bill. It serves to emphasise the essential unity of the 
ancient Celtic world. 


‘Tin’ (or ‘Speculum’) Coins 

81. An important but strangely barbaric type of British coin is cast in a mixture of 
tin and bronze; a sort of face is scratched on the mould on one side and a butting bull on 
the other. The origin and status of this type remain enigmatic. The coins are British ver- 
sions of a common Gaulish type ultimately derived from bronze coins of Marseilles (in 
fact, of the type which predominated in the Penzance hoard). These Gaulish cast “potin’ 
coins, of which there are many varieties, only slightly less primitive than ours, are found 
in central and east Gaul, between the head-waters of the Seine and the Rhine; they also 
extend into south Germany. The Gaulish prototypes are scarcely ever found here, but the 
British ‘tin’ coins occur thickly along the banks of the Thames and also to some extent in 
Kent and Sussex. A few isolated examples come from Dorset and Shropshire, where there 
appears to be an unexpected correlation with the distribution of iron currency bars. A 
slightly different form is found north of the Thames, on the borders of Sussex, Hertford- 
shire and Essex, in much the same area as British Lx, to which, very curiously, should be 
added Canterbury. Two specimens of the normal type have been found at Mount 
Beuvray, the ancient Bibracte, in Gaul. 

82. At one time I considered these coins to be amongst the earliest of all Celtic coins 
found in Britain, largely because at that time I believed that the Gaulish ‘potin’ coins 
from which they were derived belonged to the second century B.c.4? It is now clear from 
excavations in Germany that these coins (the “Sequani’ type in traditional nomenclature) 
were in use down to Claudian times, and there ceases therefore to be any need to presume 
an early origin for our tin coins. Some have in fact been excavated in Claudian contexts 
here, for instance at Lullingstone Roman Villa, and there can be no doubt that the type 
was in use here down to the Roman conquest. It is, however, obvious that it had had a 
long life here before that date and it is an important question to establish, if possible, how 
long a life it was. 

83. The most important indication seems to me the hoard of these ‘tin’ coins from 
Snettisham, which formed part of the great series of Snettisham finds, including amongst 
others the hoard of gold coins previously mentioned. It can hardly be in doubt that the 
burial of the various parts of the Snettisham find took place at the same time. The latest 
coin in the gold coin-hoard was of Gallo-Belgic D, which must be dated to the period 
of the Le Catillon hoard or earlier. A coin of Gallo-Belgic D was also found built into the 
magnificent hollow gold torque. Even if the hoard was buried later than the date of these 
coins (which I have assigned to a somewhat earlier date than is adopted in the excavation 
report), 43 this still suggests that the finds, including the hoard of ‘tin’ coins, were probably 

42 Transactions of International Numismatic Congress, London (1936), 351-7. 


43 Proc. Prehist. Soc., XX (1954), 28, 71 for finds generally; 59-63 for British D; 72-5 for ‘tin’ coins. 


I22 


THE ORIGINS OF COINAGE IN BRITAIN: A REAPPRAISAL 


buried somewhere about the beginning of the last quarter of the first century B.C. The tin 
coins were not new when the hoard was buried and I am, therefore, still inclined to the 
view that their origin goes back as far as the middle of the first century B.c., which would 
give the type a total life of something like a hundred years, with no substantial changes in 
that time. This is intrinsically improbable rather than impossible, and may be borne out 
by the evidence of Caesar that in addition to iron currency bars and gold coins he saw 
bronze coins in Britain;44 ‘tin’ coins, although they were silvery in appearance 
when first cast, were substantially of bronze, and, if it is not to them that Caesar 
referred, there are no other genuine bronze coins found here regularly, which could 
easily fit the description. (The only other possibility is, I suppose, British Ly.) 
While not without difficulties, the present likelihood seems to me that our ‘tin’ 
coins may have come into existence about the time that the invasions of Belgic 
D or E were taking place, a date which is appreciably later than that which I previously 
suggested. 

84. Even so we are left with the problem of who made and used this barbarous token 
money. In this instance we are obviously not dealing with a refugee tribe which has 
brought its treasure with it. The background of the coinage has nothing to do with the 
Belgic area of Gaul from which our other coin traditions stem; it is hardly conceivable 
that those who made any of the elaborate gold Gallo-Belgic and British coins would have 
been content to issue these primitive pieces side by side with them; moreover the find- 
spots, concentrated along the Thames, do not compare directly with the distribution of 
any gold coinage (I too readily assumed in my earlier paper that they had a distribution 
comparable with that of Gallo-Belgic A). One alternative seems to be that we have here 
evidence of an immigration of Britain by a contingent from farther south than Belgic 
Gaul, perhaps from the head-waters of the Seine, who settled on the banks of the Thames. 
Another alternative is that this coinage was adopted deliberately by the poor and rela- 
tively primitive pre-Belgic peoples of south-east Britain from a non-Belgic source. Mr. 
Rivet has reminded me that most of the finds along the Thames are hoards and suggests 
that this may point to people fleeing north and west from their true home in Kent. This 
seems to me a better line of approach to the problem than the alternative that these 
are the coins of a riverine or pile-dwelling community, comparable with the distinct 
populations which still live exclusively on boats on, for instance, the Pearl River. 
Nevertheless, it would be idle to pretend that the enigma of the ‘tin’ coin is yet finally 
solved. 


Silver and Bronze Coins 


85. There is no evidence of the importation here of any Gallo-Belgic silver or 
bronze coins in company with the great waves of gold coins. Indeed during most of the 


44 CaesaryB.G) Velo. 
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period, when these coins were in circulation in Belgic Gaul it is improbable that there 
existed any corresponding silver coinage; if there was any bronze coinage it belonged 
only to the last few years before the Roman conquest. The dating of Gaulish silver and 
bronze coins is, however, still largely a matter of conjecture. So far as Britain is con- 
cerned, I know of no evidence, outside the area of the Durotriges, of any silver or bronze 
coins until appreciably after the invasions of Julius Caesar. Julius Caesar does not mention 
that he saw silver coins here. Silver coins appear to have begun here at or shortly before 
the beginning of the last quarter of the first century B.c., and, so far as types are con- 
cerned, to have been of local origin, with little direct debt to any particular pre-existing 
Gaulish silver coinage. From the start, silver coins tended to have variable types, and were 
not bound to fixed tradition in a way comparable with the gold staters, a fact which 
may reflect their ultimate origin, through many ramifications in Gaul, in the diverse 
types of Roman Republican denarii. Bronze coins generally seem to follow shortly after 
the silver; and in all areas coins of silver, bronze, or both were established before the use 
of inscriptions began. 

86. The early silver and bronze coins in Britain are still too scarce and their find- 
spots too ill known to be a basis for firm deductions, but certain general impressions, 
which seem to be borne out by the present distribution maps, may be worth recording. 
In the south the silver coins were mostly of head-and-horse types, in the north and north- 
west of boar-and-horse types. In and on the borders of East Anglia the silver coinage is a 
confusing mixture of these two types, with other types showing pairs of mythological 
beasts or patterns drawn from the gold. Perhaps the most important group is one which 
appears to be contemporary with British L and to lie on its northern and eastern fringes 
especially on the Suffolk—Hertfordshire—Essex border; I have already referred to these 
coins under the provisional description of British Lx. Of the same general period is 
another group found in north Kent, which I have called provisionally British Ly, consist- 
ing of gold and bronze coins only. A further group, British Lz, is characterised by silver 
head-and-horse coins on which the head is helmeted; these, with some late uninscribed 
gold staters and quarter staters, seem to be a coinage of the Weald of Kent and Sussex. 
The borderlines between this group and British Ly in north Kent and British Qc on the 
Sussex coast are not entirely clear, but the Duddleswell (Ashdown Forest), and Birling 
(Eastbourne) hoards leave little doubt as to its existence. British Lx, Ly and Lz thus 
appear to point to the early regional groupings, but do not give any satisfactory clues 
about their origin. Despite the Gallo-Belgic silver coins which have the name of 
Commius paired with other names, there is no evidence that Commius himself employed 
a silver coinage here in parallel with his gold one. 

87. There is a curious paper-thin silver coinage which has been found at Hengistbury 
and at Portsmouth. At least four of these coins occurred in the Le Catillon hoard, but 
nothing precisely like them is known from France. This isolated coinage of the south- 
west was, I suggest, the product of a small tribal unit which was later swept into the 
complex of the Durotrigan area; the coins do not indicate clearly its point of origin, but 
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it is more likely to be Belgic than Armorican.45 It may be no more than chance that the 
two silver coins with the inscription CRAB, undoubtedly of the first century a.p., were 
found in the same area, at Hod Hill and at Portsmouth. 

88. The Le Catillon hoard also contained one or two other silver coins, which might 
be British in origin, but this is speculative ;46 in any case none of them became established 
here. If made at or about the time of Caesar’s campaign, it would not be odd if coins 
struck in Gaul were found here rather than there, having been brought here by refugees 
before they established a circulation in Gaul. 


HI. CONCLUSIONS 


89. This is as far as aim to carry the story in a paper concerned only with the origins 
of coinage in Britain. The coins I have described were followed in nearly every area by 
inscribed coinages, often dynastic, the arrangement and relationship of which I discussed 
in an article written twenty years ago.47 For the most part the views in that article have 
stood the test of time, and I leave off now more or less where I then began. One impor- 
tant point, however, needs correction. I then thought that the coins could be divided into 
those of the Belgic and the non-Belgic tribes. It seems clear to me now that the distinc- 
tion was false. The rise of coinage in Britain is, with the few exceptions I have noted, an 
indication of some degree of Belgic influence or culture. The difference I recognised 
would have been better expressed as that between coins displaying traditional Belgic cul- 
tures and coins displaying Belgic cultures overlaid with classicism. The early coinages are 
stamped with the marks of migration and turbulence, but by the time the classical 
influences appear the great waves of invasion had ceased and the basis of the tribal or 
cantonal pattern of Roman times had been established. The ebb and flow of the inscribed 
coinages no longer reflect migrations of peoples so much as the dynastic rivalries of 
semi-settled communities. 

90. In the period with which this article is concerned it is, I suggest, misleading to 
project backwards the static tribal divisions of Roman Britain. Those divisions are the out- 
come of the involved movements and counter-movements to which, as I have shown, I 
believe the coins give us a clue. Similarly in Gaul I suspect that many of the problems of 
Celtic numismatics grow from an altogether too rigid acceptance of the antiquity of 
tribal frontiers known for certain only during the peace and prosperity of the Roman 
Empire. It will be perceived why I have purposely avoided attempting to attach tribal 


45 Blanchet, T.M.G., fig. 354; B.N. Paris 8500 supplies what may have been a model for the obverse of these 
coins (found in the neighbourhood of Douai), but this is quite uncertain; it is obvious that the obverse pattern on 
the thin silver coins had a derivation in some previous type, as it is intrinsically devoid of meaning. Another per- 
haps closer model is E. Lambert, Numismatique Gauloise (1844), 132, pl. vii. . 

4© Spink’s Num. Circ., LX VI (April, 1958), 85, Nos. 7-9; Rev. Num. Belge, CIII (1957), pl. vi, 609-10. 

47 Archaeologia, XC (1944), I-46. 
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Fig. 28. Six maps to show the progress of the main Gallo-Belgic coinages, A-F, from Gaul into 
Britain. The hatched areas indicate where the coins are most frequently found. The small letters 
and stippled areas indicate where the British derivatives are found 
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names to any of our early Gallo-Belgic comages. What in these first phases we should 
look for is not so much frontiers as directions of movement, arrows not outlines on the 
map. I have, therefore, tried in a perhaps over-simplified way to illustrate the story I have 
told in a series of arrow maps to show the origin and subsequent fortunes of each layer of 
Belgic coinage. The maps are numbered from A to F, corresponding with the six main 
waves of Gallo-Belgic coinage (fig. 28). 

91. It is not necessary to recapitulate the story which these maps tell. Maps A, B and 
C show the direction of successive waves of primary settlement. Maps D, E and F show 
the three main subsequent invasions of settlers overlaid on the primary pattern. The maps 
show Kent as a point of entry for all the invasions except the last, Essex as a point of 
entry for A, C and E, and the south coast for D, E and F. They also show how it came 
about that the silver coinage of the Durotriges became detached from the gold stock out 
of which it had grown. These maps collectively cover, in schematic form, the coinage 
of Belgic origin found in this country from its beginnings late in the second century B.c. 
to some date in the last quarter of the first century B.c. At this point the stage is set for the 
tribal and dynastic patterns of the period of inscribed coins, the recognition and classifica- 
tion of which, as a result of the inscriptions, is relatively straightforward. 

92. The maps summarise, better perhaps than words, the conclusions to which I 
suggest the coin-evidence points. These conclusions rest on the assumptions indicated at 
the outset of this paper, without which the phenomena of early Celtic coins in Britain 
seem to me inexplicable. It has to be shown how such great quantities of Gallo-Belgic 
gold reached south-east Britain, while virtually no British gold moved in the reverse 
direction; I do not think that any explanation other than that of a series of migrations is 
satisfactory. No one has recently, so far as I know, applied themselves to the fundamental 
economics of the Celtic world, to explain what commercial or social needs were ful- 
filled by these essentially local coinages in precious metal, and why these needs existed in 
only part of the country. That is, however, a question outside the scope of this paper; 
given the coinage of Gallia Belgica, I offer this reappraisal of existing evidence as at least a 
working hypothesis of the stages of its progress across the Channel. 

93. It will not necessarily follow that the movement of people indicated by the coins 
would be shown in the other forms of material culture with which archaeology is con- 
cerned. Many of the objects which might equally have displayed it are of classes unlikely 
to have survived, at least in any quantity. Nevertheless, if we wish to study the origins of 
the most advanced peoples in Britain at the moment when our written history begins, the 
coins, which I have described, point most vividly to the area of Gaul in which archaeo- 
logical and numismatic research might offer the best dividends. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The five Appendices supporting this paper give the evidence on which its conclusions 
are based. They are as follows: 


Appendix I. Classification of Coins 
This Appendix is in three parts: 
A. Classification of Uninscribed Gold Coins. 
B. Classification of Uninscribed Silver and Bronze Coins. 


C. Concordance of Evans references with Mack references and with the 
classification in this paper. 


Appendix II. Gazetteer of Find-Spots of Celtic Coins in Britain 

This is the main basis of the paper and of the coin-maps to accompany the Ordnance 
Survey Map of Iron Age Britain. The Gazetteer could not have been completed without 
the wholehearted co-operation of Mr. A. L. F. Rivet, £.s.a., of the Ordnance Survey 
Office, to whom my very deep thanks are due. For the arrangement of coins in the 
Gazetteer see Appendix II. 

No distribution maps (other than the arrow maps, figs. 28) accompany this paper 
since full and accurate maps, based on the same material, are being published by the 
Ordnance Survey Office. 


Appendix III. Conspectus of Principal Hoards 

The records are woefully inadequate but such evidence as there is has been collected; 
the Appendix falls into two parts: 

A. References to and Brief Accounts of the Hoards. 

B. Comparative Analysis of the Hoards. 
Appendix IV. Le Catillon Hoard, 1957 


Owing to the crucial importance which this hoard has for the dating of British coins, 
a summary account is given, together with illustrations of all the British coins in the 


hoard. 


Appendix V. Notes on Coin Weights and Specific Gravities 
This subject is of importance in establishing the relative chronology of coinages. 
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SUMMARY CLASSIFICATION OF PRINCIPAL UNINSCRIBED GOLD COINS 
For detailed concordance of Mack and Evans type-references see Appendix Ic, 
pp- 139-443 
Types are here arranged under the first letter only: for more detailed classifica- 
tion, including the references to the second letter, in appropriate cases, see the 
headings to individual sections in Appendix II, the Gazetteer of Find-Spots. The 
types are also indicated in the Plates, a description of which will be found on 
p- 147 in the introduction to Appendix II. 
‘Evans’ refers to Sir J. Evans, Coins of the Ancient Britons, 1864, and Supplement, 
1890. 
‘Mack’ refers to Commander R. P. Mack, The Coinage of Ancient Britain, 1953. 
‘Blanchet, T.M.G.’ refers to A. Blanchet, Traité des Monnaies Gauloises, 1905. 
‘B.N. Paris,’ refers to the collection in the Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris, de- 
scribed in E. Muret and M. A. Chabouillet, Catalogue des Monnaies Gauloises de 
la Bibliotheque Nationale, 1889, and largely illustrated in H. de la'Tour, Atlas des 
Monnaies Gauloises, 1892. 
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In addition the following gold coins of the general period of British L, that is shortly after Caesar’s invasions, 
have been classified under the headings British Lx, Ly and Lz. This is a provisional classification, as the groups are 
not entirely uniform and the coins are too scarce to form compact groups. They appear to be associated with 
silver and bronze uninscribed coins which have been arranged under the same headings. 


BRITISH Lx COINS, GOLD: NORTH OF THAMES GROUP (All illustrated on Plate x, except Lxs on 


Plate 1x) 
SS I ee ee a ee a ee eet eee 
TYPE DENOM. | MACK |} EVANS NOTES 
British Lx1 At ISI C14 Mostly found in Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire 
British Lx2 Ait 270 Dx3 and the neighbouring parts of Cambridgeshire, 
British Lx3 At oy ps oa Northamptonshire and Suffolk. There is some 
British Lx4 AN} 76 C13, L7 || resemblance to coins of Addedomaros, but the 
distribution is distinct. 
British Lx5 N 146 dit! Found at Sandy, Beds, its appearance, with paired 


indentations on the obverse, is Kentish; but the coin 
mixes features of many coinages, including the 22 
of Gallo-Belgic E or Xc and the horse of Gallo- 
Belgic F, 
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BRITISH Ly COINS, GOLD: SOUTH OF THAMES GROUP 1 (All illustrated on Plate xi) 
Se 


sg e: DENOM. | MACK | EVANS NOTES 
Pen as - oe oe Mostly found in North Kent; some resemblance to 
Boch Se AL is Dion coins of Dubnovellaunus or Vosenios. All uniface, 
524 . ; € with paired indentations. 
British Ly4—5 Ai 284-5 E13-14 ahr 
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BRITISH Lz COINS, GOLD: SOUTH OF THAMES GROUP 2 (All illustrated on Plates x and xi) 
re eS 


TYPE DENOM. | MACK | EVANS NOTES 
ee aes fA Ba ae | Mostly found in or on the approaches, north or 
Bans vy oe a south, to the weald of Kent and Sussex. Mostly 
British Lz4 At 77 Es, M7 J uniface. 
ve g 
Been oe ie i a M8 \ Mostly found on the south coast. 
oa ? 


Additional Notes on Coins given by Mack and Evans, not included above 


1. Mack 34 is a Gaulish coin, see, e.g., E. Lambert, Num. Gauloise, pl. vi, 8, then in 
Rouen Museum. It is not known to have been found in Britain. 

2. Evans C12 is a coin of Tasciovanus. 
Evans Ds is a coin of Commius. 
Evans E7 is a coin of Tincommius. 
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3. Evans Mr is a primitive coin of mixed gold and silver found at Ariconium. It 
stands in every respect by itself and might be a coin of the Silures; it has been 
grouped here with coins of the Dobunni. Pieces said to be comparable from 
Selsey, Evans, p. 456, are entirely different, being corrupt examples of Gallo- 
Belgic D or British O (Mack 45). 

4. British Q contains all the south-coast quarter staters which can be shown to be 
triple-tailed. British Ly and Lz contain those which cannot, but the distinction is 
not always very clear, nor the groups entirely homogeneous. Mack 37 has been 
placed with Gallo-Belgic D1, but should perhaps go with one or other of these 
groups. More work is required on these groups generally. 
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NOTES ON PRELIMINARY CLASSIFICATION OF UNINSCRIBED SILVER AND BRONZE COINS 
(See Plates xi, xii and xiv for illustrations of most types) 


Excluding Armorican coins, Durotrigan coins and ‘Tin’ coins, it is reasonably cer- 
tain that no silver or bronze coinage was made or regularly used in this country before 
about the period of British L, that is the period of the Whaddon Chase hoard coins or a 
little after Julius Caesar’s invasions. There was no large-scale import of silver or bronze 
coins from the Continent; such coins as are found here, nearly all bronze, are of many 
different typesand come from almost all parts of Gaul, but more of the coins originated in 
Belgic Gaul than elsewhere. Two areas of Britain, north Kent and the borders of 
Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire (the area of British Lx coins), have been relatively prolific. 
The date of importation (and of making) is generally obscure. 


SILVER 
Early silver coinage struck in Britain is extremely rare, and there are not enough 

examples from which to draw general conclusions. Four main streams can, however, be 
detected, as follows: 

(a) Head-on-obverse — horse-on-reverse types; 

(b) Boar-on-obverse — horse-on-reverse types; 

(c) Different beasts on obverse and reverse types; 

(d) Apollo-pattern-on-obverse — horse-on-reverse types. 


(a) Head-on-obverse — horse-on-reverse 


These are the characteristic type of the centre, south, and west of the country. 
It is unlikely that we possess more than a fraction of the record. 


(i) The principal early coins appear to be contemporary with the later varieties of 
British L. The most important are the coin with moustached head, B.N.J., 
XXIX (1958), 5, pl. xv, 6, and Mack 375, Evans L14; there is no basis for 
attributing this coin to the Dobunni. Fairly close is Mack 88, Evans ro, and 
Evans Fs probably. There is another unpublished coin in the Ashmolean 
Museum. There are no find-spots for any of these coins. 

(ii) There is an important offshoot of this group, typologically later, which is 
found on the Hertfordshire-Essex—Suffolk borders. This consists of Mack 435- 
7, Evans G2-4. (See British Lx 6-8.) To this may be appended the following 
mixed bag, Mack 280, 438, 441 and 412, Evans N3, p. 115, XVI 5-6; (XX 3 is 
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inscribed but illegible and should not come here; it is placed for convenience 
under Verica). These mostly come from the same general area, but with traces 
of an intrusion into East Anglia. (See British Lxq-13.) 

Parallel with this development is the head-horse type of Dobunnic coins, 
starting with Mack 376. 

To the south we have an important group, on which the head is helmetted, 
from Kent, Surrey and east Sussex, especially the Weald, Mack 89-91, Evans 
Fr1-13. (See British Lz7-8.) They are associated in finds with the two types 
of gold quarter stater, Mack 77, Evans Es and Mack 85, Evans L4, E8. (See 
British Lz2, 4.) 

Finally from the south coast come two peculiar types, Mack 86, Evans N2 
from Selsey and Mack 87, Evans Gr from Richborough. Either might as easily 
be Gaulish as British. The latter (see Uncertain Gaulish or British in Appendix II) 
resembles a type known from Amiens, of which another example occurred in 
the Le Catillon hoard (Colbert de Beaulieu, Rev. Num. Belge, Cll (1957), 66, 
609, pl. vi). The latter find places these coins earlier than the other silver coins 
in this section, and makes them contemporary with the thin silver coins of the 
Durotriges, Mack 321, 321a. (See illustrations on Plate xiii.) 


The coins in (ii) above have been classed, for distribution purposes, with 


British Lx; those in (i) would no doubt also be so classed if there were any 
find-spots. The coins in (iv) above have been classed with British Lz. It is 
emphasised that the Lx—z classes are not homogeneous; more coins and more 
work is necessary to sort out the true homes and relationships of these coins. 


(b) Boar-on-obverse — horse-on-reverse 


(vi) 


These are the characteristic type of the north and east of the country. 


The prototype consists of coins with boar to the right and horse to the left; 
both horse and boar have two distinct front legs, Evans XVI 12, 14, XXIII 11. 
These are succeeded by generally similar but less well-engraved coins on which 
the boar has only one front leg, Mack 405, Evans XXIII 10. Mack 406, 
Evans XVI 13 is a variety. These coins are found near the Wash and appear to 
be related to British H or I; alternatively they represent an independent 
infiltration here. 

The type spread eastwards to form the basis of the silver coinage of the Iceni, 
corresponding to British N, Mack 407-9, 411, Evans XVI 9-11; later the body 
of the boar is modified to form a human head, Mack 413, Evans XVI 7-8. 
This is one of the strains which helped to form the inscribed coins of the Iceni. 
The type also spread northwards to form the basis of the later silver coinage of 
the Coritani, corresponding to British K, Mack 410, 451, 452-455, Evans Fr4. 
To this form inscriptions were finally added. 
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The coins in (vi) above have been classed, for distribution purposes, with 


(viii) as coins of the Coritani, those in (vii) as coins of the Iceni. 


(c) Different beasts on obverse and reverse 


This is a heterogeneous group, belonging entirely to the east of the country; 


the coins are mostly from Essex and Suffolk, but may be compared with the silver 
coins of Dubnovellaunus, Mack 286, Evans F1s, found in Kent. 


(x) 


(x) 


Mack 442, 443, 444 (= 272) and (AAA G Evans eX V lesan Xe omN a 
Most of these have been found in East Anglia, but they do not form a coherent 
group. Mack 443 is clearly connected with the type of Gaulish coins tradi- 
tionally ascribed to the Viromandui (B.N. Paris, 8577, etc.). (See British 
Lx14-15, 26.) 

Mack 445, Evans N7, which stands apart, is probably inscribed but is illegible. 
It comes from Braughing, Hertfordshire. (See British Lx16.) 


The coins in (ix) and (x) above have been classed for distribution purposes with 


British Lx. 


(d) Apollo-pattern-on-obverse — horse-on-reverse 


(x1) 


(xii) 


This is another miscellaneous group, mostly from Essex and Suffolk. 


Mack 439, 440, 414, Evans XVI 2 and a coin, No. 97 in the Fitzwilliam 
Museum are of this class. (See British Lx18-20.) There is a connection for the 
most part with the inscribed coins of the Iceni; but the Fitzwilliam coin is 
clearly a triple-tailed coin roughly equivalent to Mack 64 and should belong to 
Sussex; Mack 415, Evans XVI 1, is also in this group, and is classified here with 
uninscribed coins of the Iceni. 


Mack 272a, of which two examples have come from Colchester, is of this type. 
(See British Lx17.) It is typologically associated on the one hand with coins of 
Tasciovanus and on the other with Mack 67, Evans E4, which is classed here, 
not necessarily rightly, with British Q. 

The thin silver coins of the Durotriges from Hengistbury Head, Portsmouth, 
and the Le Catillon hoard are presumably of this class, although the obverse is 
hard to fathom. Their origin may lie in the Gaulish silver coins given by 
Lambert, Numismatique Gauloise, 132, pl. vi. 10, who remarks that the coins are 
particularly thin. They are, as indicated under (v), pre-Caesar in date. 


The coins in (xi) and (xii) above have been classed for distribution purposes 


with British Lx, with the exception of Mack 415, which has been classed with the 


Iceni. 
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BRONZE 
Early British uninscribed bronze coinage follows a similar, but simpler, pattern. 


(e) Head-on-obverse — horse-on-reverse types; 
(f) Two-animal types. 


(ce) Head-on-obverse — horse-on-reverse 
This is a very well-defined group, mostly found on the Bedfordshire, Hertford- 
shire, Suffolk and Essex borders, lying between the recognised areas of the Catuvel- 
launi and the Trinovantes. Some may eventually prove to be inscribed. 


(xiv) Mack 273, 274, 281, Evans G7, 8, N8, 10, XIII, 11 are bound up with silver 
group (ii) above. These are not rare. (See British Lx21-3, 25, 27-8.) 

(xv) Mack 277, Evans p. 476, is a Kentish version of the same general type, but is 
now known to read Dubnovellaunus. (See British Lx24.) 


The coins in (xiv) and (xv) have been classed, for purposes of distribution, as 
British Lx. 


(xvi) A coin from Canterbury, similar to one definitely Kentish (Ly8), has a head on 
the obverse and a lion on the reverse. It is provisionally treated as Kentish also 
(Lyio). It may turn out to be inscribed, no doubt Dubnovellaunus. 


(£) Different beasts on obverse and reverse 
(xvii) Mack 295 and 296, Evans G13, 14 and Ng are Kentish types and may be com- 
pared with the silver coins of Dubnovellaunus, Mack 286, Evans F15, which 
are also found in Kent. If they correspond with any gold coins, it may be 
with Mack 293, Evans L2, but this is speculative. The coins are here classed 
as British Ly. (See British Ly6-9.) | 
(xvii) For Mack 446, Evans N11, see (ix) above (British Lx26). 


ADDENDUM TO APPENDIX IB 


It is now known that the silver coin in the Ashmolean Museum mentioned in 
(a) (i) is of the same type as Mack 438, Evans, p. 115, British Lx1o, mentioned in (a) (ii), 
which was found at Bury St. Edmunds. The two coins together show that the type is 
virtually identical with the gold quarter-staters Mack 79, Gallo-Belgic Xp, only known 
from a hoard found at Selsey. This affects remarks on pages 118 and 171. For a similar 


example of a type being found in gold in the south and silver in the east, compare 


(d) (xii). 
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Concordance of Evans and Mack references with key to classification used in this paper 


Brackets indicate the heading under which coins are classifiable, even when they do 
not exactly correspond. 


Cb ee ee ee eeGallo-Beloic 
pee we gee eS Titisly 
Misc. G. ... .... .... Miscellaneous Gaulish 
Uncert. Br. or G.  .... Uncertain British or Gaulish 
Evans Mack D.F.A. Evans Mack DEA: 
A I (1) G.B. AA 12 186 Tasciovanus 
2 I G.B. AA 13 (76) Br.Lx3 
3 2 G.B. AA 14 Tt Br.Lx1 
4 3 G.B. AB Det 139,62 Br. Ms 
5 4 G.B. AB ZB 7 G.B.BB 
6 — G.B. Ac 3 8 G.B.BB 
7 (3) GBAAC 4 8 G.B.BB 
8 (2) G.B. AB 5 92 Commius 
9 §0a Br.H 6 148 Br.Ma 
10 $5 Br.I a, 148 Br.Ma 
II (52) Br.I 8 148 Br.Ma 
12 53 Br.I 9 (75) Br.Qc 
13 (53) Br.I 10 78 Br.Ly3 
Bet $oa Br.H II 38 Br.Pa 
gia Br.H 12 39 G.B.Da 
3 48 BEE 13 270 Br.Lx2 
4 Paclvotsy  NeseJal 14 aie Br.Qc 
5 21s Br.B E I 64 Br.Qc 
6 Do2One Ota 2 a Br.Qc 
q 20530 9 G. BOC 3 65,70 Br.Qc 
8 plage oigey AER sas) 4 67 Br.Qc? 
9 58 Br. Qa 5 a7 Br.Lz4 
se) 59 Br. QB 6 81 Br.Lz6 
II — Brave Ge 99 Tincommius 
12 292(84) Br.Lz1 8 85 Br.Lz2 
13 144, 145 Br.Lz3 9 40 Br.O 
14 63 Br.Qc 10 41 G.B.Dc 
15 68 Br.Qc, Rs II — G.B.DB 
Care 56 Br.l 12 83 G.B.Xc 
2 49, 49a Br.J 13 284 Br.Ly4 
3 — Bre] 14 285 Br.Lys5 
4 374 Dobunni, Br.RA FI Baty) Durotriges 
5 135 Br.La » 347 Durotriges 
6 135 Br.La 3 (317) Durotriges 
q 135 Br.La 4 378 Dobunni 
8 133 Br.La 5 —_ © dere) 
9 137 Br.Ls 6 381 Dobunni 
10 138 Br.Ls 7 380 Dobunni 
II 147 Br.Ma 8 382 Dobunni 
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Mack D.F.A. 

383 Dobunni 

88 (Br.Lx or Lz?) 
89 Late Bray 

90,91 Br.Lz7 

— Br.Lz8 

(406) Coritani 

286 Dubnovellaunus 
87 Uncert.Br. or G. 


435 Br.Lx6 
436 BrUx7 


437 Br.Lx8 M 
318 Durotriges 

318 Durotriges 

274 Bis 22 

(273) Br.Lx21 

—_ Misc.G 

(180) Tasciovanus 

— Misc.G 

—- Misc.G 

295 Br.Ly6 

a Br.Ly9 

12 Bre bine Crt 

9 Bragline Cy 

— Br. ‘Tin’ CLI 

17, 17a p Approx. Br. “Tin’ CLI N 
17,1178 Breviin Git 

— Br. ‘Tin’ Cl. 

De Braeline cil 

23-25 Br. “Tin’ CLI 

— (British 2) 


— Coriosolites Cl.II 

— Coriosolites Cl. III 
— Coriosolites Cl.I 

— Coriosolites CL.III 
_ Coriosolites Cl.III 
— Coriosolites Cl.I? 
— Coriosolites Cl.IV 
— Coriosolites Cl.IV 


— Coriosolites Cl.IV I. 
— Coriosolites Cl.IV 

— Coriosolites — 

= Coriosolites Cl. VI? 

5 G.B.Ba 

7 G.B.BB 

§2 Br.I 

(50a) Br.H 

(55) Br.I 

51 Br.H 

54 Br.I 

$7 Br.I 

31 Die 

31 Bee 

447 Br.Ka II. 
50 Br.H 

33 Br.D 

138 Br.Ls 


146 Br.lxs 
293 Br.Lyi 
Br.Lz1 
85 Druze 
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Br.O 

Br.PB 

Durotriges 
Durotriges 
Durotriges 
Uncert.Br. or G. 
Br.Lx9 

Dobunni 
Dobunni 
Dobunni 
Br.Lx16 

Br.Lx28 

BrLy7 

Br.Lx21 

Br.Lx26 

Misc.G 

Misc.G 

Misc.G 

Dobunni, Bodvoc 
Dobunni, Bodvoc 
Dobunni, Bodvoc 
Dobunni, Catti 
Dobunni, Comux 
Dobunni, Corio 
Dobunni, Anted 
Dobunni, Anted 
Dobunni, Eisu 
Commius 
Tincommius 
Tincommius 
Tincommius 
Tincommius 
Tincommius 
Tincommius 
Tincommius 
Tincommius 
Tincommius 
Tincommius 
Tincommius 
Tincommius 


alt; 


IV; 


VI 


Mack 
125 
121 
109 
T23 
113 
IIo 
(112) 
112 
123 
IIS 
129 
129 
308 
302 
300 
300 
301 
304 
303 
(307) 
108 
309 
309 
[3122] 
310 


275, 
Bisa 


282 
288 
290 
297 
298 
313 
gus 
371 
197 
198 
199 
186 
149 
150 
1$5$ 
(156) 
154 
E53 
185 
165 
166 
158 
(158) 
163 
159 
160 
178 


DEA: 
Verica 
Verica 
Verica 
Verica 
Verica 
Verica 
Verica 
Verica 
Verica 
V erica 
Verica 
Verica 
Eppillus 
Eppillus 
Eppillus 
Eppillus 
Eppillus 
Eppillus 
Eppillus 
Eppillus 
Eppillus 
Eppillus 
Eppillus 
Eppillus 
Eppillus 


Dubnovellaunus 
Dubnovellaunus 
Dubnovellaunus 
Dubnovellaunus 
Dubnovellaunus 
Dubnovellaunus 
Dubnovellaunus 


Vosenios 
Vosenios 
Amminius 


Durotriges, Crab 


Amminus 
Andoco 
Andoco 
Andoco 
Tasciovanus 
Tasciovanus 
Tasciovanus 
Tasciovanus 
Tasciovanus 
Tasciovanus 
Tasciovanus 
Tasciovanus 
‘Tasciovanus 
Tasciovanus 
Tasciovanus 
Tasciovanus 
Tasciovanus 
Tasciovanus 
Tasciovanus 
Tasciovanus 
‘Tasciovanus 
Tasciovanus 
Tasciovanus 
Tasciovanus 
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Wl 


Evans 


VII. 


VIII. 


1D 


XI. 


13 
14 


I 
2) 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

II 


I2 


Mack D.F.A. 
(149) Tasciovanus 
188 Tasciovanus 
161 Tasciovanus 
162 Tasciovanus 
192 Tasciovanus 
174 Tasciovanus 
7s Tasciovanus 
167 Tasciovanus 
192 Tasciovanus 
170 Tasciovanus 
(168) Tasciovanus 
168 Tasciovanus 
169 Tasciovanus 
190 Tasciovanus 
190 Tasciovanus 
191 Tasciovanus 
193 Tasciovanus 
182 Tasciovanus 
ns Tasciovanus 
(1832) Tasciovanus 
179 Tasciovanus 
184 Tasciovanus 
184 Tasciovanus 
184 Tasciovanus 
184 Tasciovanus 
196 Tasciovanus 
194 Tasciovanus 
262 Epaticcus 
263 Epaticcus 
263 Epaticcus 
201 Cunobelinus 
201 Cunobelinus 
208 Cunobelinus 
206, 207 Cunobelinus 
(203) Cunobelinus 
212 Cunobelinus 
Pe Cunobelinus 
210a Cunobelinus 
210 Cunobelinus 
(203) Cunobelinus 
205 Cunobelinus 
204 Cunobelinus 
209 Cunobelinus 
209 Cunobelinus 
216 Cunobelinus 
217 Cunobelinus 
ony, Cunobelinus 
255 Cunobelinus 
254 Cunobelinus 
Be Cunobelinus 
236 Cunobelinus 
237, 241 Cunobelinus 
238 Cunobelinus 
239 Cunobelinus 
240 Cunobelinus 
240 Cunobelinus 
256 Cunobelinus 
234 Cunobelinus 
215 Cunobelinus 
Bis Cunobelinus 
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Evans Mack aA. Evans Mack DIA. 
4 219 Cunobelinus "7 433 Iceni, Saemu 
5 (221) Cunobelinus 8 432 Iceni, Aesu 
6 259 Cunobelinus 9 419 Iceni, Anted 
7 ge Cunobelinus 10 419 Iceni, Anted 
8 221 Cunobelinus II 420 Iceni, Anted 
9 232 Cunobelinus 12 423 Iceni, Ed 
10 223 Cunobelinus 13 421 Iceni, Anted 
II 220 Cunobelinus 14 434 Iceni, Camul Duro 
Ww o22 Cunobelinus XVI 1 415 Iceni 
13 229, Cunobelinus 2 440 Br.Lx19 
14 181 Tasciovanus 3 443 Br.Lx14 
XII. 1 242 Cunobelinus 4 442 Br.Uxr4 
3. 243 Cunobelinus 5 A441 Dr xa 
3 244 Cunobelinus 6 412 Sabai bog 
4 245 Cunobelinus 7 413 Iceni 
5 246 Cunobelinus 8 413 Iceni 
6 248 Cunobelinus 9 409 Iceni 
7 249 Cunobelinus 10 408 Iceni 
8 225 Cunobelinus II 407 Iceni 
9 230 Cunobelinus 72 (405) Coritani 
10 260,260a Cunobelinus 13 406 Coritani 
II — Cunobelinus 14 (405) Coritani 
12 231 Cunobelinus XVII. 1 463 Coritani, Vol. Dum. 
13 450 Cunobelinus 2 466 Coritani, Vol. Dum. 
14 251 Cunobelinus 3 461 Coritani, Dum. Tig. Sen. 
XII. x 252 Cunobelinus fi — Coritani, Esup Asu 
2 253 Cunobelinus 5 459 Coritani, Vep Corf 
3 — Cunobelinus 6 460 Coritani, Vep Corf 
4 — Cunobelinus 7 — Coritani, Vep Corf 
5 289 Dubnovellaunus 8 457 Coritani, Aun Ast 
6 311 Eppillus 9 449 Coritani, Br.Kp 
7 314 Amminius 10 449 Coritani, Br.Ks 
8 oy Tasciovanus II 449 Coritani, Br.KB 
9 183 Tasciovanus 12 449 Coritani, Br.Ks 
10 or Cunobelinus ? XVII. 1 385  Dobunni, Anted 
et 281 Br.Lx23 2 418 Iceni, Antedi 
We ao Vosenios, Sa 3 388 Dobunni, Eisu 
13 zr Br.Le 4 (388) | Dobunni, Eisu 
Ih 279 Diras? 5 (96) Tincommius 
XLVonel 268 Addedomaros 6 97 Tincommius 
269 Addedomaros 7 (97) Tincommius 
3 (268) Addedomaros 8 95 Tincommius 
4 (269) Addedomaros 9 99 Tincommius 
5 267 Addedomaros 10 (99) Tincommius 
6 267 Addedomaros II 103 Tincommius 
7 266 Addedomaros 12 102 Tincommius 
8 266 Addedomaros 13 104 Tincommius 
9 266 Addedomaros 14 104 Tincommius 
10 397 Iceni, Br.Na XEX EI 105 Tincommius 
II 399 Iceni, Br.NA 2 106 Tincommius 
r2 398 Iceni, Br.Na 3 125 Vetica 
13 403 Iceni, Br.NB 4 124 Verien 
14 401 Iceni, Br.NsB 5 (121) Viera 
XV ey 424 Iceni, Ecen 6 121 Verica 
424 Iceni, Ecen 7 114 Verica 
3 426 Iceni, Ecen 8 127 Verica 
4 426 Iceni, Ecen 9 nig fe Verica 
5 427 Iceni, Ecen IO Lie Verica 
6 428 Iceni, Ecen Te 126 Verica 
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Evans Mack DEA Illustrations in Text of Evans 
12 83 G.B.Xc CEES 438 Br.Lx1o 
13 — G.B.Xc D135 395 Dobunni, Bodvoc 
14 128 Verica p-149 390 Dobunni, Inam 
BAe I 107 Eppillus p.184 116,128, Verica 
2 308 Eppillus 130 
3 = Verica? p.185 117-120 Verica 
4 306 Eppillus p.209 — (Gaulish) 
5 305 Eppillus p.214 372 Durotriges, Crab 
6 310 Eppillus p.207 200 Andoco 
7 287 Dubnovellaunus p.230 (150) Tasciovanus 
8 265 Caratacus p.233 (155) Tasciovanus 
9 194 Tasciovanus p-267 179 Tasciovanus 
10 195 Tasciovanus p.268 184 Tasciovanus 
II 155 Tasciovanus D423 a (Gaulish) 
ie (184) Tasciovanus p.385 —(cf.424?) Iceni 
13 152 Tasciovanus p.390 434 Iceni, Camul Duro 
14 (152) Tasciovanus p.402 (406?) Coritani 
OCT ee 164 Tasciovanus P-4t4 458 Coritani, Aun Ast 
2, 179 Tasciovanus p.462 66,72 Br.Qc ; 
3 176 Tasciovanus p-407 377 D obunni 
4 171 Tasciovanus p.408 384a,— Dobunni 
5 167 Tasciovanus p.476 oy, Br.Lx24 
& (168) Taeiowinis (Dubnovellaunus) 
Wh 168 Tasciovanus p.508 82 GB.Xc 
8 £77 Tasciovanus PSey te GB XC 
9 170 Tasciovanus P25 (125)  Verica 
10 ie BP reciowacitis p.528 291 Dubnovellaunus 
ae 192 Tyeciauantis p.566 218 Cunobelinus 
12 190 Tasciovanus p-585 a oes Iceni, Anted 
Bie 189 Tasciovanus p.588 ial Icent 
14 189 Tasciovanus 
POQlin a 201 Cunobelinus In Mack, Not in Evans 
2 213 Cunobelinus 6 CB BA 
3 213 Cunobelinus 10, 11, 13-16, 
4 (203) Cunobelinus 18-20, approx. Br. “Tin’ varieties 
5 203 Cunobelinus 34 (Gaulish) 
6 (210a) Cunobelinus 35 Br.G 
7 (209) Cunobelinus 37 GB Dac 
8 257) Cunobelinus 42 GBDA 
9 258 Cunobelinus 4S Br.O 
10 227) Cunobelinus 46, 46a Br.G 
II 225 Cunobelinus 47 Br.F 
12 222 Cunobelinus 131 Verica 
13 261 Cunobelinus 132 Verica 
14 224 Cunobelinus 134 Bon 
XXII. 1 398 Iceni, Br.Na 143 Brees 
2 401 Iceni, Br.Nz 173 (Tasciovanus) 
3 (401) Iceni, Br.NB 187 ‘Tasciovanus 
4 — Iceni, Br.NB 202 Cunobelinus 
5 403a Iceni, Br.NB Bu Cunobelinus 
6 400a Iceni, Br. Nc 214 Cunobelinus 
7 (140-2) Br.Ls 226 =229 Cunobelinus 
8 (409) Iceni, Br. Nc 229 =226 Cunobelinus 
9 (409) Iceni, BrNc *228 Cunobelinus 
10 405 Coritani 230 Cunobelinus 
ne (405) Coritani 234a Cunobelinus 
72 AeA, 272) BELTS 
13 466 Coritani, Vol. Dum. * Mack’s description does not correspond with any 
14 448 Coritani, Br.Ka recorded coin from the excavations at Colchester. 
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In Mack, Not in Evans 


247 
264 
Ay 
2724 
276 
278 
283 
294 
307 
316 
320 
321 
322-70 
a73 
379 
394 
400 
402 


Cunobelinus 
Epaticcus 

Br.Lx3 

Br.Lx17 
Dubnovellaunus 
Dubnovellaunus 
Dubnovellaunus 
Br.Ly2 

Eppillus 
Amminius 
Uncert. Br. or G. 
Durotriges, Thin R 
Durotriges 
Uncert. Br. or G. 
Dobunni 
Dobunni, Corio 
Iceni, Br. Nc 
Iceni, Br. NB 
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In Mack, Not in Evans 


404 
4II 
414 
416 
417 


Iceni, Br.NB 
Iceni 

Coritani? Br.Lx20 
Coritani or Iceni? 
Iceni 

Iceni, Ecen 

Iceni 

Iceni 

Iceni 

Br.Lx18 

Coritani, Br.I 
Coritani, Br.K 
Coritani 


Coritani, Dum. Tig. Sen. 


Coritani, Dumnoco 
Coritani Vol. Dum. 
Coritani Vol. Dum. 
Coritani, Vol. Cart. 


APPENDDOG I 
GAZETTEER OF FIND-SPOTS OF CELTIC COINS IN BRITAIN 


ARRANGEMENT: 

Gallo-Belgic A~-F—gold p. 148 Outlying Tribles—all metals 
Gallo-Belgic Xa—~Xr—gold p. 169 Durotriges: Uninscribed p- 239 
British A~L—gold pars Crab p. 246 
British Lx-Lz—gold, silver and bronze p. 187 Dobunni: Uninscribed p- 246 
British M—R—gold p-. 195 Anted p. 251 
British ‘Tin’ coins p. 204 Eisu p. 252 
Catti Pp. 254 
Inscribed Dynastic coins—all metals Comux p. 254 
Southern: Commius p. 208 Inam p. 254 
Tincommius Pp. 209 Corio p. 255 
Verica p. 211 Bodvoc p- 256 
Eppillus p. 213 Dobunni—or Silures (?) p. 257 
Kentish: Vosenios, Sa... p. 214 Coritani: | Uninscribed Pp. 257 
Dubnovellaunus peels Aun Ast p- 259 
Essex: Addedomaros Daly, Esup Asu p. 259 
Diras(?) p. 218 Vep: Cort p- 259 
Central: Tasciovanus p- 219 Dumno Tigir Seno p- 260 
Cunobelinus Pp: 225 Volisios Dumnocoveros p. 260 
Andoco p- 236 Volisios Dumnovellau... p. 261 
Epaticcu(s?) p. 237 Volisios Cartivell... p- 261 
Cara(tacus) p. 238 Iceni: Uninscribed p- 262 
Am(minius) p. 238 Camul Duro p- 264 
Anted p-. 264 
Ed p- 265 
Ecen p-. 265 
Aesu p. 267 
Saemu p. 267 


Miscellaneous: Uncertain British or Gaulish—silver and bronze p. 268 
Early gold copies of Philippus stater p. 270 
Armorican gold pe27t 
Armorican base silver p- 272 
Miscellaneous Gaulish—gold Dees 
Miscellaneous Gaulish—silver and bronze p. 276 

p. 


Inadequately recorded coins 283 
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NOTES 


‘Evans’ refers to Sir J. Evans, Coins of the Ancient Britons, 1860, Supplement 1891, the page references of which 
are continuous through both volumes. 

“Mack’ refers to Commander R. P. Mack, The Coinage of Ancient Britain, 1953. 

M is used for Museum. 

T.M.G. refers to A. Blanchet, Traité des Monnaies Gauloises, 1905. 

de la T. refers to H. de la Tour, Atlas des Monnaies Gauloises, 1892. 


J. E. refers to information noted by Evans in his own copies of his two volumes, which are preserved at the 
Ashmolean Museum. 

‘G. C. B.’ refers to MS. notes made at different times and places by G. C. Brooke. 

J.A. = John Allan. Hid. =roard: Seve peveral, 7 -+- etc.=.7 or mote. 
Otherwise the abbreviations should be self-explanatory. See also p. 130 above. 


No attempt has been made to give an exhaustive bibliography of each coin find-spot; the aim has been to 
give one secure reference, preferably with illustration, for each. Many of them, e.g. Evans references, 
have been repeated in subsequent publications, which are only included here if there appears to be a 
material addition to Evans’s information. Similarly in many cases an Evans reference is given in preference to 
an earlier reference to the coin, on the basis that it adds substantially to the earlier information. In some cases, 
where it has been felt that reference to the original source would be helpful, this has been given as well. 


Dates of finding are given where known, but in other cases the date of publication may give some guide. 


Where possible some detail of the find-spot has been given in addition to the locality or parish. The nomen- 
clature, drawn from a variety of sources, is probably not consistent. In some cases, e.g. the finds from the 
Selsey district, the records of find-spots are so confused that precision is impossible. The word ‘near’ instead 
of ‘at’ is frequently used in the sources in relation to find-spots, and without a more detailed record it is 
simply not possible in most cases to say how ‘near’ that means. It is probable that a good many coins recorded 
here under places ought more exactly to have been described as found ‘near’ the places mentioned. 


—res 


The national grid references have in almost all cases been supplied by the Ordnance Survey Office. A six- 
figure reference indicates that the find-spot can be fixed with reasonable precision; in other cases an indication 
of the approximate locality is given by a four-figure reference. 


It may well be that the present whereabouts of many more of the coins recorded is available, but this list 
records all cases where it is known to me. There are of course large numbers of coins known which have 
become detached from their find-spots; if the record is not continuous, only in rare cases can the lost find-spot 
be re-established from illustrations or circumstantial evidence. 


For the hoards mentioned see Appendix III. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 


The plates contain all the relevant illustrations of uninscribed coins in Mack, with negligible exceptions and 
with some additions. The plates give both the Mack number and the reference according to the classification 
in this paper. Except in the case of plates vii and viii, which consist mainly of coins not in Mack, the coins on 
the plates are not numbered in sequence. This has been done because it seemed best not to complicate 
references by yet another set of numbers. All the coins illustrated are in the British Museum except: 


Plate vii Gallo-Belgic E, Mack 27—R. P. Mack Collection. 
Gallo-Belgic Xs—formerly B. Roth Collection, (ING LAINE, opps, 
British E, Mack 48—Ipswich Museum. 


Plate viii British Ka, Mack 447—formerly B. Roth Collection, B.N.J., III, 4, no. 6. 
British KB, last coin on plate—formerly R. C. Lockett Collection, Num. Chron., 1909, 7-9. 


Plate ix British Ns, Mack 404—Norwich Museum. 


Plate x British PB—Canterbury Museum. 
British Qa, Mack 61—formerly R. C. Lockett Collection. 
British Qc, Mack 65—Hunterian Museum. 
British Qc, Mack 71—R. P. Mack Collection. 
British Qc, Mack 72—formerly R. C. Lockett Collection. 
British Ra, Mack 374—formerly R. C. Lockett Collection. 


Plate xi_ British Lx15, Mack 272—-Colchester Museum 
British Lx17, Mack 272a—Colchester Museum. 
British Lx27—B.N.J., X XVII (1955), 254-5. 
British Tin, Class I, Mack 21—Norwich Museum. 


Plate xii Dobunni; last coin in 4th line—Worcester Public Library. Mack 384a—R. P. Mack Collection. 
Iceni; Mack 411—R. P. Mack Collection. 
Coritani; Mack 405—Hunterian Museum. 


Plate xiii Le Catillon hoard, nos. 1-20; 4 examples of nos. 4-9 and 1 of nos. 10-5 in B.M.; 4 examples 
of nos. 10-5 in R. P. Mack Collection; no. 19 in R. P. Mack Collection—remainder now or 
formerly property of P. Langlois, finder. 

Various; no. 25, Mack 88—Hunterian Museum. 
no. 30—Electrotype in B.M. 


Plate xiv No. 11—M. Downing Collection; no. 14—R. P. Mack Collection; no. 16—A. H. F. Baldwin 
Collection; no. 17—Worcester Public Library; no. 18—Mortimer Museum, Hull; no. 23— 
Saffron Walden Museum; nos. 31, 37 and 39—Canterbury Museum; no. 33—Gloucester City 
Museum; no. 35—Ashmolean Museum; no. 36—C. Lister Collection, see: p. 135, (@) G)s 
no. 40—Chichester Museum. 
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APPENDIX I] 
CONSPECTUS OF PRINCIPAL HOARDS 


A. Notes 
The table on pp. 294-5 comprises an analysis of all, or at least most, of the hoards 


found in this country which contained gold coins. There are others which contained sil- 
ver, bronze or ‘tin’ coins. For Icenian hoards see R. R. Clarke, B.N.J., XXVIII, 4, 10. For 
tin coin hoards see R. H. M. Dolley, Proc. Prehist. Soc., XX (1954), 85. For Dobunnic 
hoards, see the forthcoming report of the excavations at Bagendon by Mrs. E. M. 
Clifford, F.s.A. 

The only hoard from outside Britain with British coins 1s the Le Catillon hoard, see 
Rev. Num. Belge, CII (1957), 47-88 and CV (1959), 49-57; a more detailed description of 
the British coins is in Spink, Num. Circ., LXVI (April 1958), 85-7, and they are also 
mentioned (incompletely) by Dr. Colbert de Beaulieu in Proc. Prehist. Soc., XXIV (1958), 
201-10. See also Appendix IV below. 

The following are references to the hoards contained in Appendix II together with 
a few others which, owing to the surrounding uncertainty, have not been included. In 
some cases, especially when the hoards have not hitherto been published, fuller details 
are given. 


1. Higham, Kent, 1912. Num. Chron., 1923, 156. Record complete. Present where- 
abouts not recorded. Found in hollow flint. 

2. Haverhill, Suffolk, 1788. Evans 63. The find is described in Archaeologia, XIV, 72 
where it is stated that the coins were found in an oblong box of blue clay with 
compartments; it is fairly clear that this refers to a coin mould. Presumably the 
coins in the hoard were intended for melting down. 

3. Snettisham, Norfolk, 1948-50. Proc. Prehist. Soc., XX (1954), 59-63; Num. 
Chron. (1948), 233-5. Record complete. In Norwich Museum. The origin of the 
hoard may have lain in Kent. The coin found inside the gold torque was not part of 
this coin hoard. 

4. Ryarsh, Kent, c. 1860. Proc. Num. Soc. (January 24, 1861); Evans 62, 64. It 
would appear that the hoard may have been scattered at some date; of the eight 
coins in Maidstone Museum four came from the “Golden Piece Field’, Ryarsh 
(Durrell’s, late Woodyer’s, at Aldons) ; two came from Chequers Lane Hop Garden, 
Offham, near the Golden Hop Garden, Ryarsh; one from Chequers Field, Offham; 
and one from an unspecified site. 

5. Weybourne, Norfolk, 1940. T. Wake, Norfolk Archaeology, XXVIII (1942-5), 27. 
A beach find. Present whereabouts not recorded. 
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6. 


7. 


8. 


10. 


Eis 


{2. 


ee 


APPENDIX III 


Folkestone, Kent, c. 1877. Evans, 435. A beach find. Presumably a complete 
record. Present whereabouts not recorded. 


Grimsby, Lincolnshire, 1954. Num. Chron., 1955, 242. Record complete. In 
Lincoln Museum. 

Cairnmuir, Peeblesshire, 1806. Arch. Scot., IV (1852), 217-19. Two illustrated 
B.N.J., IV, 222, are in National Museum of Antiquities of Scotland, Edinburgh, 
together with four gold torques or fragments of torques. B.N.J., IV, quoting Sir 
Daniel Wilson, ‘Archaeological and Prehistoric Annals of Scotland’ (1851), 520, 
refers to finds of similar coins at Dolphinton, Lanarkshire, and Dunnichen, Forfar- 
shire. Details of the find-spot given in the “New Statistical Account’ for the Parish 
of Dolphinton, VI (1845), 57, appear to indicate that the Cairnmuir and Dolphinton 
finds are one. This amends views of John Allan quoted in Proc. Prehist. Soc., XX 
(1954), 49-50; see also P.S.A.S., LX X XVII (1952-3), 211. Cairnmuir is now known 
as Netherurd, Kirkurd. 

Westerham, Kent, 1927. Num. Chron., 1927, 370-4, Arch. Cant., XL, I-4. 
Record complete. In British Museum. Found in hollow flint. 

Carn Brea, Cornwall, 1749. Borlase, Antiquities of Cornwall (Ed. 1759), 159 f., pl. 
Xxili, nos. I-xvii. The hoard was found in two parts. There were more coins than 
the seventeen illustrated. Five coins are in the Ashmolean Museum. Num. Chron., 
1948, 235-6, does not analyse the hoard correctly. One of the British A coins is 
usually called wrongly, British B. The British O coin is definitely British, not 
Gaulish. The origin of the hoard probably lay in Kent. 

Yarmouth, Isle of Wight, 1867. Evans, 445. Record reasonably complete. 
Six in British Museum; one in the Ashmolean Museum. 

Chute, Wiltshire, 1927. Num. Chron., 1927, 374-7. Record complete. Full selec- 
tion in British Museum, but examples are widely dispersed. Found in hollow flint. 
Clacton, Essex, 1898. The bulk of this hoard, 111 coins, is published in Num. 
Chron., 1919, 172 f., as the ‘Unnamed Hoard’. They were in the collection of Sir 
John Evans at the date of his death and he had not recorded the find-spot. Dr. Philip 
Laver, however, left a record that, of a hoard of 123 coins found on the beach at 
Clacton in 1898, the bulk of the coins were with Evans and only a few retained 
locally. The coins now in Colchester Museum prove that the two hoards are one; 
Archaeologia, XC, 39. The Colchester coins have come from various sources, 
including five from Dr. Laver in 1898, and there appears to have been some con- 
tamination, perhaps with coins found at other times on Clacton beach. Of the six- 
teen coins in Colchester supposed to have come from the hoard one is an electro- 
type and one (Mack 148, British M) so out of period that it must be an intruder. To 
the resulting fourteen coins should be added two more acquired in 1941 from the 
Laver Collection. These sixteen or seventeen coins are to be compared with the sur- 
plus of twelve not accounted for in the main publication, if Dr. layers figure is 
correct, and are a measure of the extent of possible contamination. A representative 
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selection of the Evans coins was retained in the British Museum; the rest are 
dispersed. 

14. Marks Tey, Essex, 1803. A letter of 1848, preserved in Oxford, records that thirty- 
seven coins were found here in a pot in 1803. Five coins from the hoard are in the 
Ashmolean Museum, and are the only ones of which there are particulars.: 

15. Scartho, Lincolnshire, c. 1865. Num. Chron., 1947, 65-8; 1955, 243. Record 
complete. In Lincoln Museum. 

16. Whaddon Chase, Buckinghamshire, 1849. Evans $7, 61, 65, 67, 70, 73, 74, 75, 
438. Supplemented by records of individual coins from the hoard, mostly in the 
British Museum or in the Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris. There may well have been 
other types. A woefully inadequate record. See Gallo-Belgic F, British B, I, L and 
Q for more particulars (pp. 169, 176, 181, 184 and 199). 

16a. Uncertain. The G. W. Shaw Sale, on July 21, 1924, contained a small general 
collection of Ancient British coins. In addition to inscribed coins, obviously from 
miscellaneous sources, the collection contained a group of uninscribed coins all or 
most of which must have come froma single hoard. Lots 1 to 12 may be summarised 


as follows: 
Gallo-BeloictABeu... G1.an3 
Biitiso Apert 7 
British QB... ... ... 10 (including 1 in red gold) 
BriGishis Ase ee ee eet 7 
Total 47 


In addition the collection contained one Gallo-Belgic BB, one Gallo-Belgic Bc, 
two British K, and two British Qc; also two de la Tour, XXVIII, 7018, and ‘a 


1 Extract from a letter addressed to Dr. Bull, Christ Church. 
Knutsford 
28 Nov 1848 

Sir 

I inclose you five British Coins which I shall be Obliged by you giving to the Curators of the Bodleian 
Library at Oxford. They were found in a Field between the Turnpike Road & the Church at Marks Tey in 
Essex of which Parish my father the late Revd. Peter Wright was Rector having been a fellow of Balliol College. 
He told me that in the year 1803 he was walking on the Road when he was told that a man ploughing had 
ploughed up some old money, & on going to the man he found that in an earthen vessel which was broken by 
the Plough there were thirty eight Coins similar to those inclosed for which he gave the man a Trifle. He after- 
wards returned the man one at his request & some days after that the man called upon him & stated he had 
taken the Coin which was returned to him to a Goldsmith who informed him that it was made of Gold & Silver 
& was worth 6/ or 7/ & therefore hoped that my father would return him the Coins he had sold him for a 
Trifle & my father gave the man thirty Coins leaving my father seven two of which he afterwards gave to 
Friends & the remaining five I now send you. 


* * * * * 


I remain Sir 
Your most obedient 
humble servant 
H. Wright. 
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debased Philip quarter-stater’. It is a matter of surmise whether these coins came 
from the same hoard, or were picked up individually. Mr. Shaw lived at Botham 
Hall, Huddersfield, but there is no evidence in the Sale catalogue of when or where 
the coins were found. 

Uncertain. The P. J. Prankerd Sale on December 17, 1909, contained, in addition 
to a small general collection of Ancient British coins, what appears to be the whole 
or part of another hoard. It is so indifferently described that the identifications are 
sometimes uncertain, but the following appear to be the types: 


Chillortsthated’) 99 ASM 
(Cri ters sfSkeshele 1S. 9 PC 
British @) Aware wee eee eax O 
LE OrA ON Gay Ook Ae) 
Shien ceo eae eee 

Total 38 


In addition the collection contained several uninscribed quarter staters, but they 
need not have belonged to the hoard. Mr. Prankerd, then lately deceased, lived at 
The Knoll, Sneyd Park, Bristol. 

Dewsbury, Yorkshire, c. 1950. A labourer found a hoard of thirty to forty gold 
staters at Dewsbury some years ago. He disposed of the coins piecemeal as curios at a 
public-house. The existence of two of the coins and of this information came to the 
knowledge of Mr. W. T. Mitchell of Ripon, to whom I am indebted for this 
report. The description of the two coins he saw indicates that they were either 
Gallo-Belgic C, British H or I or British K. The probability is that they were 
British I, as the horse appears to have been to the left and there was on the obverse 
something which could be described as an coves 

Wonersh, Surrey, 1848. Smith, Collectanea Autiqua, |, pl. lvi, 179. Evans 66, 84, 
86. Partial record. Presumably the group of coins from Farley Heath described in 
Surrey Arch. Colls., 1, 69-70, was the same hoard, although the writer appears to have 
thought not (one each British O, P, Q, four British M). Most of the finds from 
Farley Heath were deposits at a Romano-British sacred place and do not constitute a 
hoard. Several in British Museum. Found in hollow flint. 

Penzance, Cornwall? Not included in list. Five coins of British Q were in the 
possession of a Mr. Tooley of Wallingford, from whom they passed to Mr. A. K. 
Gilbert. Dr. G. C. Brooke, who saw them, understood that they had been found at 
Penzance. This is far from certain; Wallingford is a much more likely point of 
origin, although one such coin from Penzance is recorded in the Ransom Sale, 1925, 


lot 161. 
Selsey, Sussex, c. 1873 onwards. The best account of the numerous gold coins 
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found on the beach at Selsey near Medmenny Farm is in Willett, Sussex Arch. Colls., 
XXIX, 72 f. and XXX, 1 f. This is supplemented by Evans, especially at 461 and 
498. Evans appears to record a few coins Willett does not, and there have certainly 
been subsequent finds on the beach, e.g. eight coins in Lewes Museum found at 
different times by E. Heron Allen, Mack 27(2), 58(1), 59(1), 44(1), 41 plain obv.(x), 
70(1), 102(1)—he had several others also. It is possible that, as generally assumed, all 
or most of the coins found in 1873 and immediately afterwards formed part of a 
single great hoard, covering virtually the whole range of Sussex or Atrebatic coin- 
age, uninscribed and inscribed, but there may well have been more than one hoard 
and many single coins intermingled. The site was undoubtedly a Belgic oppidum, 
no doubt with its own mint. The precise find-spots are variously given as 
Medmenny, East and West Wittering, Bracklesham, Cackham and so forth. Today 
it is impossible to say which are hoard coins and which are not, or what number of 
hoards there may have been. The figures given in the list are based on the original 
Willett figures, with a very small number of additions drawn from Evans. 
Wallingford, Berkshire, or Watlington, Oxfordshire, c. 1890. Not included 
in list. The Ashmolean Museum have evidence from a Mr. T. H. Powell, writing in 
1909 to Mr. Percy Manning, of a hoard of gold coins having been found at 
Watlington, part of which passed into the hands of Mr. E. R. Davies of Wallingford, 
and was sold with his other coins at Sotheby’s Sale on February 24-25, 1893. Mr. 
Powell believed that lots 26, 29, 32, 33 and 34 were from this hoard. These are the 
only lots containing coins with no provenance recorded in the Sale Catalogue. 
From this it seems that the hoard may have included British Q (lot 32, five quarter 
staters, Mack 63 (2), 74, 81, and Evans Eir), Tincommius (lots 33-4, four quarter 
staters, Mack 95, 104, 102, 97), Verica (lots 26, 34, stater (Mack 100) and quarter 
stater (Mack 122)), Eppillus (lot 29, stater, Mack 301) and possibly Cunobelinus (lot 
34, quarter stater, Mack 209); the latter looks out of place, and there is no real 
reason to assume the lots are not contaminated with coins from other sources. 
Of these coins Evans clearly records the Eppillus coin as from Wallingford, 
1885. Seaby in Berks A.J., XLII quotes a letter from Mr. Davies of 1891 implying 
that at least thirty gold coins have been found within a radius of two miles of 
Wallingford, but this may not be confined to hoard coins. In view of the uncer- 
tainty, the hoard is of little value for comparative chronology. 

Bognor, Sussex, 1842. The accounts are very unsatisfactory. The figures given are 
an attempt to combine Evans 90, 92, 94, 95, 97, 166, 177, 178 with more details 
given by Willett, in Sussex Arch. Colls., XX XIX, 80. In some cases, they are con- 
firmed by Proc. Num. Soc., 1843, pl. iv, 7-11. The latter suggests that two coins were 
found later than the rest, i.e. may not have formed part of the hoard; these two are 
the British Q quarter stater (Mack 71, E2) and one of the Sussex quarter staters 
(Mack 81, F6). Several of the coins are in the British Museum. 

Ashdown Forest, Sussex, 1825. A more accurate site is Duddleswell, Maresfield. 
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Accounts are unsatisfactory. The figures are a combination of Evans 92, 93, 108, 
tro with Num. Chron., I, 231, which only mentions a total of ten coins. All coins, 
of both gold and silver, appear to be Wealden types, British Lz (A’ Mack 77, Es; 85, 
E8, 14; A Mack 89-91, Fr1-12). One of the three quarter staters illustrated in Num. 
Chron. (of which Evans 93 may imply there were more examples) is a plated 
forgery. Compare the following hoard. Several coins are in the British Museum. 
Birling, near Eastbourne, Sussex, 1932. Unpublished. The five coins are now in 
the British Museum, and electrotypes are in Lewes Museum. They are all plated 
forgeries and were found together near Birling Manor, East Dean, Eastbourne, by a 
labourer in February 1932, while digging for flints on the Downs. The coins were 
(i) Gallo-Belgic E stater (the forgery was presumably made here), 57.3 grains; (ii) 
British M stater (Mack 147) 51.8 grains; (iii)-(iv) two types of Wealden quarter 
stater, similar to those in the Ashdown Forest hoard (Mack 77, Es), 15.1 grains, and 
Mack 85, E8, 16.2 grains), and (v) a stater of Dubnovellaunus, Essex variety (Mack 
275, IV 6-9) 60.0 grains. 

Clacton, Essex, 1905. In February 1905 at least four coins were found on the beach 
at Clacton, which presumably once formed part of a hoard. Four of these, from the 
Laver Collection, are in Colchester Museum; these are: 


Gallo-Belgic Apr, AV stater, Mack 3; (C.M. no. 149/41). 
British L1, A’ stater, Mack 135; (C.M. no. 156/41). 
British L2, A’ stater, Mack 141; (C.M. no. 158/41). 
Addedomaros, A’ stater, Mack 267; (C.M. no. 171/41). 


This appears to establish the correlation one would expect between British L2 and 
Addedomaros. 

Alfriston, Sussex, c. 1840. Willett, Sussex Arch. Colls., XXIX, 79, 80, took the 
coins from here to be a hoard, but Evans did not follow him. Proc. Num. Soc., 
December 23, 1841, 38; 1843, pl. iv, 1-4 seem to me to confirm that this was a 
hoard of at least four staters. Some are in the British Museum. 

Savernake, Wiltshire, 1875. Evans 80, 282, 438; Archaeologia, XC, 25; V.C.H., 
Wilts, (i), 104. Unsatisfactory records suggest there may have been as many as 100 
coins, and possibly two finds. The gold staters are of a very debased type (Mack 
139 = 62, D1) which appears to resemble British M but is only known from here 
and Marks Tey. A lot have recently come on the market—possibly another parcel 
of the original 100. Five Epaticcus can still be traced, two in the British Museum, 
one in the Ashmolean Museum. 

Alresford, Hampshire, c. 1880. Evans 509; Archaeologia, XC, 10, footnote 7; 
Shaw Sale, Sotheby’s, 1891. The hoard must have contained both those coins 
which had come into Evans’s possession before 1890 and those in the Shaw Sale, but 
there may have been others. Dispersed; a number in the British Museum are 
recorded as such, while others can be surmised to come from this hoard. See p. 296. 
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Lancing Down, Sussex, 1838. Evans 183; Willett, Sussex Arch. Colls., XXIX, 81. 
Poorly recorded. The hoard definitely contained seven silver coins of Verica, all 
those in fact shown on Evans, 184-5. All but the first of these are in the British 
Museum. Evans suggests it also contained five additional specimens of the small 
silver coins, some Mack go, one forgery of Mack 121, and two Gaulish bronze coins 
including a Germanus Indutilli L. Apart from the coins in the British Museum the 
remainder of the hoard cannot now be traced. Since, as in the case of the Farley 
Heath finds, the site was a Romano-British sacred place, the hoard may represent 
deposits over a period. 

High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire, 1827. Archaeologia, XXII, 297; Evans 78, 
227, 229, 231, 247, 248. Five coins in the British Museum and one in the Ashmolean 
Museum. A reasonably full account. Found in a hollow flint. 

Marks Tey, Essex, 1843. Proc. Num. Soc., April 28, 1844; Evans 367-8, 527, 577, 
578. One Dubnovellaunus and five Addedomaros in Colchester Museum, believed 
to come from this hoard. (Mack 275(1); 266(1), 267(3); 268(z) .) It was found near 
the fifth milestone from Colchester. Ruding II, 272, also records a parcel of base coins 
found within five miles of Colchester in 1807; he illustrates one, Mack 268, now in 
the British Museum, an Addedomaros. Evans 368, appears to associate the Ruding 
hoard with the 1843 hoard, but they must be different. It is not certain, of course, 
that the 1807 hoard was found at Mark’s Tey. In addition, two other coins are 
recorded from Marks Tey, which could have come from the 1807 or 1843 hoards, 
Mack 139 = 62, Evans 80, and an © forgery of Mack 49, Lockett Sale I, lot 84. An 
undated drawing in William Wire’s Album in Colchester Museum, p- 57, shows 
contemporary notes on coins of Dubnovellaunus and Addedomaros clearly from 
one of these hoards, probably that of 1843. 

Colchester, Essex, 1835. William Wire’s Diary in Colchester Museum under 1835 
records the finding of a hoard at Union House (St. Mary’s) containing twenty-two 
AV, fifteen A, eight A of uncertain chieftains and two A’, one V7 1, and two A of 
Cunobelinus (Mack 245, or possibly 243, and 248). These coins were then in the 
hands of 'a Mr. Till of Great Russell Street, Covent Garden. In addition Wire’s Diary 
records on April 3, 1845, that gold and silver coins had been found at Union House 
in two small lead boxes; this may refer to the same or to another subsequent hoard. 
The site is still prolific of coins of Cunobelinus. 

Tunstall, Kent, 1873. Arch. Cant., IX, 299. Two Cunobelin staters, [X 3 and IX 8, 
found with an aureus of Claudius. Compare the find from Pitstone Common, 1870, 
consisting of 116 Roman A down to Tetricus II with a single coin of Cunobelin, 
Evans XI, 6. Num. Chron., 1870, 128. No container. 

Mount Batten, 1832. Evans 72, Num. Journ., I, 228, pl. i, 7; Archaeologia, XXV, 
597. Iwo staters in British Museum, one in the Murchison Sale. Trans. Plymouth 
Inst., XVII, 228, implies that of the eight AR coins two were Armorican (Corio- 
solites) and two Dobunnic, but this may not be correct. 1832 is the date when the 


292 


cue 


20% 


33. 


34. 


APPENDIX III 


hoard was reported. There is also a record of what appears to be a different hoard 
found at about the same time, Evans 105, 106, 128, Num. Journ., I, 224, pl. i, 133 it 
consisted mainly of Armorican (Coriosolites) coins, but a single small uninscribed 
Dobunnic silver coin is mentioned. The coin is in the British Museum, and the 
ticket records that it was found in 1830. The records are too unsatisfactory for 
reliable deductions as to chronology. 

Freckenham, Suffolk, 1885. Num. Chron. (1886), 23. Evans 578. Record com- 
plete. Many in British Museum. Found in a pot, Antiq. Journ., XX (1940), 66. Other 
Icenian hoards, of which there are seven recorded, are listed in B.NJ., XXVIII 
(1955),4 £. The hoard from Santon Downham contained two dupondi of Claudius. 
In addition a recent Icenian hoard from Lakenheath, Suffolk, with Roman silver 
down to Caligula and two staters of Cunobelinus, is recorded in Appendix II. 
South Ferriby, Lincolnshire, 1908. Num. Chron., 1908, 17-55. Report almost 
complete, but see Num. Chron., 1909, 7-9. Many in British Museum. There have 
been other finds from South Ferriby. One group, probably not a hoard, is described 
in B.N.J., HI (1906), 1-15; another, found in 190s, consists of twenty or twenty-one 
silver coins and is intact in the Mortimer Museum, Hull. 

Nunney, Somerset, 1860. Evans 150; Num. Chron., 1861, I-17. Large selection 
in British Museum, others in major museums. Record reasonably complete. 
Sherborne, Dorset, c. 1903. Unpublished. A note on a ticket with a coin of the 
Evans Collection is confirmed by a MS. note by Evans at the Ashmolean Museum. 
The hoard contains seven Anted, one Eisu and one Catti staters, of which one Eisu 
and one Catti are in the British Museum. 


35, 36. Lightcliffe, Yorkshire, 1829; ‘‘Almondbury,” Yorkshire, c. 1829: These 


37: 


38. 


two poorly recorded hoards are almost certainly one and the same. The earliest 
record is in the Annual Report of the Yorkshire Philosophical Society for 1829, p. 6, 
which does not mention the exact site; an obscure reference to Cambodunum gave 
rise to the myth that the hoard was found at Almondbury, repeated in Num. Chron., 
1838, 82, and Ruding, Supplement, pl. A, 83. The true site is given by Beale Poste 
in J.B.A.A. VI (1851), 29, on the authority of C. Wellbeloved, who mentioned the 
hoard in his own Eboracum, 1842, 136. Other references are in Num. Chron., 1861, 
79, and Trans. Yorks. Num. Soc. (2nd series), I (1957), 12-16. The hoard must have 
been rapidly broken up, and most of the accounts relate to small parcels from it, 
not to the hoard as a whole. See note after Coritanian Inscribed Coins in Appendix 
Ly peor Ae 
Honley, Yorkshire, 1897. Num. Chron., 1897, 293. Full record. The Coritanian 
coins are in the British Museum. See also Trans. Yorks. Num. Soc. (2nd Ser.), (1957), 
16-17. Probably found inside a hollow bone. | 
Portsmouth, 1830. Not included in list, since it contained no gold coins, but men- 
tioned here as there is no other published record of the contents. The hoard is 
referred to by Evans 129, 101, 470, 389, but not described. The British Museum con- 
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Find-spot 
Higham 
Haverhill 


Snettisham 


Westerham 


focal cal ecaieh ea 


1o | Carn Brea 


11 | Yarmouth 


T25) Chute 


13 | Clacton 


14, Marks Tey 


15 | Scartho 


aa Whaddon Chase 


17 | Wonersh 


18 Selsey 


19 | Bognor 


21 | Birling 
Clacton 
22 | Alfriston 
23 | Savernake 
ae Alresford 


25 | Lancing Down 


27 | Marks Tey 


os Colchester 


29 | Tunstall 
31 | Freckenham 


33 | Nunney 
34 | Sherborne 


37 | Honley 


20 | Ashdown Forest 


26 | High Wycombe 


30 | Mount Batten 


32 | South Ferriby 


35 | Lightcliffe 


36 | Almondbury 


GALLO-BELGIC STATERS 
AND QUARTER-STATERS 


BRITISH STATERS AND 
QUARTER-STATERS 


204 


2R UNINSCRIBED COINS 


INSCRIBED COINS 


TOTALS 


-, related to British G 
errr i ee ee ee 


400/2000 
C.29 

‘4, other Sussex varieties Commius AV 1, Tincommius A/ 96, Eppillus A/ 2, Verica A/ 28 265 + 

-, other Sussex varieties Tincommius A/ 1, Verica A/ 2 14 

uposed of 3+ A/4, 7 A) | C.20 = 


‘//ZE forgeries) Dubnovellaunus A’/A 1 | 5 
Addedomaros A/ 1 


Tincommius A’ 3 ee 
Epaticcus AR 3+; Tiberius R c.100 
Verica A’ 76+; Epaticcus A/ 4 c.80 “ 
Verica AR 7+3 3 miscellaneous 4 11/27, 
Tasciovanus A/ II Il 
Addedomaros +; Dubnovellaunus + a 
22 A/, 15 AR, 18 A ‘uncertain chieftains’; 2 A’, 1 A’ 4, 2 A Cunobelinus 60 
Cunobelinus A’ 2; Claudius A/ I 3 
Armorican or Durotriges 13 
78 
. Coritani 114 
AR Dobunni 43 + A Dobunni; 9 + AN Dobunni; 7 4 Roman to Claudius a.D.43 254+ 
9 AN Dobunni 9 
i + A Coritani; 22+ Roman to Caligula, A.D. 39-41 26 + 
c.18 A’ Coritani; c.200 Roman Republican 218 + 
5 A Coritani; 18 Roman to Vespasian, A.D. 72-3 23+ 
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tains nine coins, the tickets of which record that they were found at Portsmouth 
in 1830, and are no doubt a representative selection from a larger hoard. These are: 
four Armorican Billon coins, Baiocasses type (B.N. Paris 6978, etc.), one Durotri- 
gan silver stater (Mack 317), one thin silver Durotrigan coin (Mack 321), one 
Durotrigan silver quarter stater (Mack 319) and two inscribed Icenian coins (one 
ED, Mack 423; and one ECEN, Mack 424). There is another Durotrigan silver 
stater in the British Museum from the Evans Collection, marked as found at 
Portsmouth, which is presumably from the same find. This group may be of some 
chronological importance, containing as it does coins of types found in the 
Le Catillon hoard (Mack 317, 319, 321) and inscribed Icenian coins, which one 
would expect to be of appreciably later date. References to other Durotrigan 
hoards, of which there is, so far as I know, no collected account, will be found 
under Durotriges in Appendix II. It may be mentioned here that the Timsbury 
hoard, 1907, was found in an earthenware jar, but no other containers appear to be 
recorded. 


Addendum to hoard 24, Alresford, Hampshire. Two coins handed down in a local farming 
family suggest that the true find-spot may have been Bentworth, near Alton. 
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The Le Catillon hoard was found in three parts, the first on January 22, 1957, the 
second shortly after, under a stone at Grouville, Jersey. These two parts clearly belonged 
to the same deposit. The first part contained 610 coins, five of gold, the rest of base silver; 
the second part contained not less than 155 coins and probably nearer 265, of which 
thirty-six were of gold, and the rest of base silver. The hoard is distinguished from all 
previous Channel Island finds by the number of gold coins it contained, and by the 
presence of an appreciable number of British coins. 

The base silver coins do not differ in general character from the many hoards of these 
which have been found in Armorican Gaul and the Channel Islands, and have long been 
recognised to be connected with Caesar’s campaigns. The presence of gold coins con- 
firms this dating since, if one fact is certain about the chronology of Gaulish coins, it is 
that the use of gold ceased abruptly with Caesar’s conquest of Gaul. The date of burial 
must be between Caesar’s campaign against the Veneti in 56 B.c. and the completion of 
his campaigns in $1 B.C. 

The presence of British coins in this hoard is therefore of outstanding chronological 
importance to British archaeology, since for the first time it provides a secure terminus 
ante quem for some of the uninscribed British types. 

The British coins in the first two parts of the hoard are as follows: 


1. Gold stater: British B; 6.13 grammes. The coin is noticeably worn; it had been in 
circulation for a good many years before it was buried. (Plate xiii, 1.) 

2. Gold quarter-stater: Gallo-Belgic D; 1.44 grammes. This coin is also appreciably 
worn. Although a coin ultimately of Gaulish origin, the likelihood is that it 
reached the hoard via Britain as the hoard contained no other coins of Belgic Gaul; 
the border-line between the coins of Gallo-Belgic D and British O is, however, 
not sharp, and it might have been struck in Britain. (Plate xiii, 2.) 

3. Silver stater: Durotrigan type; 5.96 grammes. This unusual coin has features which 
suggest that it was struck from the dies used for British B gold staters. (Plate xiii, 3.) 

4-9. Silver staters: Durotrigan type; 6.06, 5.94, 5.86, 5.80, 4.74, 4.36 grammes. 

These coins are all completely fresh and are of the normal Durotrigan silver 
type. It is difficult to be certain, but there are probably two cases of die-linking 
amongst these six coins; die-linking in a hoard is usually a sign that the coins have 
not been long in circulation. (Plate xiii, 4-9.) One came from the first part of the 
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Silver quarter staters: Durotrigan type; 1.39, 1.36, 1.33, 1.31, 1.27 grammes. 

These five coins, of which two came from the first part of the hoard, are all 
completely fresh; in some there may be a trace of gold. The coins were struck 
from two obverse and two reverse dies only, two of each pair and one combina- 
tion. These coins are typologically early in the long sequence of Durotrigan silver 
quarter staters, amongst the earliest of the type struck in silver. (Plate xiii, 10-4.) 
Thin silver coins: Hengistbury type; 0.53 gramme in one case; the other frag- 
mentary. Only one reproduced. (Plate xiii, 16.) This curious type, Mack 321, 
seems certainly British, but stands by itself. Both came from the first part of the 
hoard. 

In addition, another thin silver coin somewhat similar on the reverse to Mack 
87 but resembling on the obverse a type known from Amiens (B.N. Paris 3514) 
may be British. (Plate xiii, 19.) So also may be what is virtually anew type of good 
silver coin; the only other known example is worn almost to illegibility and was 
found on the Sussex coast at Bognor (not as previously stated, Selsey). (Plate xin, 
20.) Neither of these have clear British associations, and it is an open question 
where their origin is to be sought. Dr. Colbert de Beaulieu now appears to 
accept the first as Gaulish, but to be doubtful about the second. 

The first two parts of the hoard are fully described by Dr. J. B. Colbert de 
Beaulieu in Revue Numismatique Belge, CIIL (1957), 47-88, and in brief in Proc. 
Prehist. Soc., XXIV (1958), 201-10. The report presented many difficulties. He 
only saw the first part. I saw the second part and some of the first, but mixed 
together inextricably; we neither saw the whole. The resulting summary is drawn 
from both our records—it agrees in all important particulars with his published 
list but under the circumstances a small discrepancy in the final totals is almost 
inevitable. 

In addition to the first two parts of the hoard, there was found in 1959 under 
another stone nearby a third part, consisting of no less than 1,624 coins, all of 
base silver. This part contained only three British silver coins, one precisely similar 
to nos. 10-14, 0.87 grammes (Plate xiii, 15), and two thin silver coins, one precisely 
and one generally similar to nos. 15-16, 0.72 and 0.60 grammes. (Plate xiii, 17, 18.) 
Apart from adding to the numbers, this third part provides no significant further 
evidence regarding British coins. The third part of the hoard has been published 
by Dr. Colbert de Beaulieu in Revue Numismatique Belge, CV (1959), 49-57. For 
convenience a similar summary is also given here. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF Hoarps I AND II 


ARMORICAN Ref. Hoard I Hoard II 
Coriosolites PAIS 
AR Staters Class I 65 9 
Class II 348 _Deduced: 118 
Class Il 89 not AS 
Class IV 15 necessarily 3 19 
Cless W ISD precise 9 
Class VI 2 aa 
Uncertain 13 1) 
AR Quarter staters Class I 3 as 
Class II I se 
Class IV I 2 3 
Class V 7 I 
Aulerci Cenomani 
AV Stater (6852) I I 
(6870) I ao 
(Cedar Ba V0) I _ 
Redones 
AV Stater (6793, 10346) — I I 
(Gide De Viez) I — 
Osismit In B.M. 
A Staters (Tent type) 3 — 
AV Quarter stater (Tent type) I — 
AJ Stater (6508) — A; Deliberate I 
AR Stater (6508) — 4 { correction I 
AR Quarter stater (C.deB. VIl25-6) — 2 
AV Staters (Crde. Vil 223) 5 7 4 
A Quarter staters (C. de B. VI 8) i — I 
A Quarter staters (C. de B. VII 11- I p Zi 
17, fractions of 6533) 
Batocasses 
AV Staters (6967, 6969, 6978) — I 
AR Staters (6967, 6969, 6978) I I I 
(6985-J33) aad : 
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Ref. HoardI Hoard Il 
Abrincatui(2) 
A Staters (Js) I 
City ee} 16 2 
(12 ee 
AR Quarter staters (Jro-11) I 2 
(Jo) 2 a 
Veneti(2) 
AR Stater (6667) a I 


Other Armorican 


AJ Quarter staters (6584, J3) 3 2 

A Quarter staters (6584, J3) a I 

AJ Quarter staters (cf. 6793) — 2 

A ‘Petit Billon’ (10402, 6799, etc.) 6 6 
Non-ARMORICAN 

Aedui A (5252) _ I 

Bituriges Cubi R (4072) — I 

Volcae Arecomici R 

(2630, 2621) a I 

Oddments (C. de B. VIL 207-8) — 2 
BRITISH 

Definitely British A’, R (see above) 5 sie 

(Plate xiii, I-14, 16) 
Possibly British A (See above) 2 — 


(Plate xiii, 19-20) 
Total 610 (e202 


CLASSFICATION OF Hoarp III 
ARMORICAN 
Coriosolites 
AR Staters Class I 
Class II 
Class III 
Class IV 
Class V 
Class VI 


Uncertain 
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6 
I 
Deliberate I 
addition I 
2 
4 
I 
5 
56 
197 
929 
325 
45 
17, 
I 
17 
[continued 
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Coriosolites—(continued) 
ARK Quarter staters Class I 


Class II oF ss : 
Class II a hy Ss 4 
Class IV ae an 3 
Class V 2 ~ tes 10) 
Glass Viet af ee I 
Variety eae aS ae I 
Abrincatui(?) 
A Stater (J5(1), 4, 12, 13) See eae 
AR Quarter staters (Jo-10) I 
Possibly this tribe (J22 (2), C. Ais B. VI 30) 3 
Baiocasses 
A Staters (6969, 6905)... yy mes ve 6 
Possibly this tribe ... 
Redones 
(ee X UAL tcrastatcr sm © de = Dase\, Wale? eclor 
CAP OHI NA Tea we ee as 2 
Osismii 
AR OUattetestaters:| @ ydedse Vio3.04) tee of 2 
foe. Drecheuy per Gadcsb aN Isso) aa. saunas a 
Other Armorican 
A ‘Petit Billon’ and quarter staters (10402, etc.) 15 
Fragmentary and uncertain quarter staters - 7 
BRITISH 
Mack 319 (Plate xiii, 5) «. Ee a 
Mack 321-321 (Plate xiii, ue Re: < 2 
Indeterminate objects, possibly not all coins 
Slater size a Oy = = ne 2 
Total 1624 


Numbers in brackets refer to the B.N. Paris numbers, especially the specimens illustrated 
in de la Tour Atlas des Monnaies Gauloises, or to Dr. Colbert de Beaulieu’s illustrations in 
the case of coins not previously published. The selection acquired by the British Museum 
is shown in the last column. 
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Note ON CoIn WEIGHTS AND SPECIFIC GRAVITIES OF PRINCIPAL COINAGES 
(Tastes I to IV) 


Celtic gold coins found in Britain display the principles of Gresham’s law in two 
respects; there is a decline by stages in the weight of the coins and there is also a decline 
in their gold content. The latter is revealed by the specific gravity of the coins and 
is independent of a decline in their weight. 

Itis probable that the weights of Celtic coins are related to the Celtic pound. The value 
of this is known from several actual weights surviving and can also be deduced from the 
system of currency bars (ad certum pondus examinatis). The cheese-shaped weights found at 
Neath and at Mainz weigh the same (Neath 4,770 grains, Mainz 4,767 grains) (Proc. Soc. 
Antiq., XX (1903-5), 189-90). Similar cheese-shaped subdivisions of the Neath—-Mainz 
standard found at Melandra indicate a progressive division by halves into }, 4, 4, # and 
(:) gs. Marks on the quarter, however, show that it may also have been divisible into 
thirds, giving 12 ounces to the Celtic pound, in the same way as the Roman libra was 
divided into 12 unciae.! It is against this background that the weights of Celtic coins 
should be seen.? 

I have assumed that the Colchester weights, which may represent a light Roman 
standard, are irrelevant.3 There are similar weights, on the Roman standard, from 
Melandra. 

The Celtic pound was lighter than the Roman pound. Different values are given for 
the latter, but I have taken for these purposes the figure used by Sydenham in his study of 
Roman Republican Coins, 5,022 grains. Roman coins were measured as so many 
to the Roman pound, and it seems likely that the various Celtic coin weights in 


1 R. S. Conway, Melandra Castle (1906), 106-10. 

2 See also British Museum Guide to Early Iron Age (Ed. 1925), 163-5. 3 Camulodonum, 333. 

4 Palmer, Proc. Somerset Arch. Soc., CI-II (1958), 73-7, working on Roman lead pigs mostly from the 
Mendips, gives figures which suggest a Roman pound of 5,038 grains; but he goes on to propose thatthe actual 
average weight of the lead pigs, which is greater than the theoretical standard weight of the pigs, represents a pre- 
Roman weight. Heworks this out at a unit of 16 : 14 of the Roman pound, or of $5,457 grains approximately. 
There is no easy relationship between this figure and the known Celtic pound; but the actual average weight of 
the relevant lead pigs (192 modern pounds) does work out at almost exactly 283 Celtic pounds. Palmer states that 
the standard traditional ‘fodder’ of lead weighs 2,820 modern pounds, and consists of 20 pigs of 141 modern 
pounds apiece. The coincidence of these numbers is remarkable. Although I have worked on the accepted figure 
of the Celtic pound, there is no doubt that Palmer’s figure fits better with the weight of British coins. It would, 
for instance, represent 64 inscribed staters of 85 grains, 60 British L or Q staters of 91 grains, or 56 British A 
staters of 97 grains. It is possible that there was more than one Celtic pound. 
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use at different times can be shown to be related in the same way to the Celtic 


pound. Thus: 


S008 is Dame —eeeta Jeno rains 
AO (Orie beeen Teo arartis 
A510 1 ba — "00-4 otains 
60 tom Die —e Os 4yorains 
SAstOule (Desi Sean orainis 
SO:tOn ie) wee — a ae caeeroraltis 
GOMOnly| Deny Qj eo tains 


For comparison 60 to the Roman libra = 83.7 grains. 


The weights of staters of Gallo-Belgic A and B and of the ‘bullets,’ Gallo-Belgic Xz, 
lie between 115 and 120 grains in good condition. The corresponding weights of the 
quarter staters lie between 28 and 30 grains. This fits excellently with a ratio of 40 to the 
Celtic pound. 

The weights of staters of Gallo-Belgic C vary between 96 and 103 grains, but the 
norm seems to be between 98 and 100 grains. This is distinctly on the heavy side for 
forty-eight coins to the Celtic pound and there is no obviously convenient number; but 
forty-eight coins to the pound fit perfectly for the next group of coins, Gallo-Belgic D, 
the better coins of Gallo-Belgic E and British A, all of which, when in good condition, 
weigh 96-9 grains. 

Fifty coins to the Celtic pound fit better with the next group of British coins, 
British B to I, which weigh from 93-6 grains; and it may be that we should include with 
these British L and British Q, 89-92 grains, which are contemporary with one another. 

Finally, we come to the very large group of inscribed staters, with which may be 
placed for these purposes the gold staters of the outlying tribes, British J, K, M, N and R. 
The standard weight of these is 82-5 grains; only the staters of Addedomaros and 
Dubnovellaunus weigh up to 86 and 87 grains. From the beginning of the dynasties, in 
the last quarter of the first century B.c., the weight of Celtic staters in Britain remained 
constant. The easiest ratio for these is fifty-six to the Celtic pound or 85.2 grains; the next 
best figure would be sixty to the pound, giving a stater of 79.6 grains, which is too light. 
It will be noted that fifty-six to the Celtic pound is within 1} grains of sixty to the Roman 
pound, a figure which was no doubt used for any payments of tribute in gold from 
Britain: to- Rome. 

My impression is that the decline in weight of the stater was not a continuous pro- 
cess, but went for the most part in the stages described above. This may be summarised 
by saying that the early imported coins were at the rate of forty to the pound, the later 
imported and the first British coins at the rate of forty-eight to the pound; this soon 
settled down in the period before Caesar’s invasions to fifty to the pound, but was 
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reduced some time afterwards to fifty-six to the pound, which continued to be the 
accepted weight for these coins to the end. 

The decline in the true value of the coins, however, paid little heed to the steps by 
which the weight was altered. The decline is from a specific gravity of 16.5 (representing 
a pure gold content of about 80 per cent) to one of 10 (representing a pure gold content of 
not much more than ro per cent). For instance: 


S.G.16 = A 75.6 per cent 
S.G.15 = AV 66 per cent 
S.G.13.5 = W&M 49 per cent 
Siri = AV 42.5 per cent 
S.G.12 = A 35 per cent 


Thus the weight of coins of Gallo-Belgic C and E does not differ greatly; but the 
specific gravity of the former is 14.5-15.5, and of the latter is 13.5-14.5. This is where 
British A begins, but the specific gravity of all subsequent British coinages continues to 
drop until the end. British L and Q, which are contemporary, have a specific gravity of 
12.5-13.5, at least to begin with, and those of Commius, which come later, are as low as 
11.5-12.0. This is the normal figure for the inscribed coinages, but British K and N and 
the inscribed coins of the Coritani and Dobunni fall to nearer 10-11. 

It will be seen that any attempt to establish the contemporaneity of coins by refer- 
ence to their weight will be only partially successful; at least as good a guide to 
chronology is the specific gravity. 

An approximate table of weights and specific gravities is appended, but many more 
specimens should be collated before the results can be considered really reliable. 
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Type 


Gallo-Belgic Xa 
Gallo-Belgic Aa 


Gallo-Belgic As... 
Gallo-Belgic Ba... 
Gallo-Belgic Bs... 
Gallo-Belgic C .. 


Gallo-Belgic D ... 
Gallo-Belgic E ... 
Gallo-Belgic (F)... 
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TABLE I 


(Weights in Grains) 


Stater 


Weight 


115-120 
115-120 
118-120 
118-120 
100-103 
96-99 
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Quarter 
Stater 
Weight 


Specific 
Gravity 


15.0-16.5 
1§.5-16.5 


bis-16. 


14.5-15.5 


15.0 


13.5-14.5 
12.8-13.7 


Type 


British A... 
British B... 
Britis. 
British D... 
British E... 
British F .. 
British G... 


British H 


Beitishel ee 
British) |e 


British K... 
British L... 


British M 
British N 
British O 


British P ... 


British Q 


British Qc 


British R. 


oe 
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TABLE II 


(Weights in Grains) 


Stater 
Weight 


96-99 
93-95 
94-97 
78 
95 
97-99 
890-94 
89-95 
90-95 
91-96 
88-89 
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Quarter 
Stater 
Weight 


Specific 
Gravity 


13.5-14.5 
I1.5—13.0 
LOL]. 

Liga) 247, 
10.7-I1.9 
12.0-12.§ 
12.0-12.5 
I12.0-13.0 
iPXe) 

10.5-I1.5 
12.5-13.0 
12.5-13.5 
II.1I-I2.1 
13.0-I4.§ 
11.8—12.2 
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TABLE III 


(Weights in Grains) 


Stater Quarter Specific 
Type Weight Stater Gravity 
Weight 
Commius ee i 82-84 — I1.§-12.0 
(ein cOMmiuUS se ee. at 81-84 16-19 10.5—12.0 
Wasaree) a6 aa ae 82 16-20 TES 
Eppillus ... we i Bins = 82.05 20-24 — 
Tasciovanus Pa ae 84-8 5 20-21 — 
Andoco ... es: af 84 21 a 
Cunobelinus _... Es 83-84 2O=ZI = 
Epaticcus... a te 82 — — 
Vosenios ... ve es 83 20 a 
Dubnovellaunus 
in Essex a ae 81-86 20 oa 
in Kent oe wie 79-83, 86 — 
Addedomaros ... a 82-87 20 a 
Dobunnicinscribed _... 83-86 = 1101200 
Coritanian inscribed... 80-83.5 = [OO 1170 
Icenian inscribed oF 79.3 — — 


ee ee  .. 


Note: Some of these are drawn from Num. Chron., 1933, 88 f., others from 
Zeitschrift fiir Numismatik, 1908, 63-4, others from notes taken at the British 
Museum. 
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TABLE 1V 


Three coins of the Westerham hoard were analysed and the following percentages 
of metal content were found: 


Gallo-Belgic A AV 69.02 RM 22.83 FE ESTs 
Gallo-Belgic C AV 69.70 A 18.62 AZ 11.68 
British A A. 50:51 PAR 28 28 Fi 27 


One coin of the Chute hoard was similarly analysed and the following percentages 
of metal content were found: 
British B A 37.92 MR 40.06 ZE 22.02 


Analyses of five coins are given in Zeitschrift fiir Numismatik, 1908, 63-4, as follows: 
S.G.13.01 Gallo-Belgic Xc AV 51.75 RM 34.6 7EA19-6 jel ie 
SiGei3t22 se britisn OG AN $7.3 AR 16.4 VSM OR We Wl Wis ie | 
5.G.10.88 + Tincommius 997. “i 47.37 ~~ At@12.01 ee 017s ine 
5:G.10.64> Tincommius 104 A’ 48555" (ARN 3550 Se 0 ees 
Orr, Lo Om Verica 122) Vege ARE 7.6 #L 17.2 Tin — 
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[Photo GOS Fox, 


a. Prestonbury, Drewsteignton, Devon: hill-fort with annexe and outer crossbank enclosure. 
See also fig. 19, p. 50 


[Ordnance Survey: Crown Copyright Reserved 


b. Castle Dore, St. Sampson, Cornwall: hill-fort with dependent enclosure; the outer rampart 
has been ploughed down on the upper side 


PU Ag Fall 


Photo C. S. Fox 
a. Warbstow Bury, Cornwall, a concentric hill-fort, showing the strengthening of the defences 
on the upper side 


[Phcto le ease Joseph: Crown Copyright Reserved 
showing the incomplete second rampart and ditch on 
the north-east side 


b. Castle-an-Dinas, St. Columb, Cornwall, 
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GALLO-BELGIC 
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BRITISH 


D 


Gallo-Belgic A-P, Xa—Xp; British A-E, All Gold 


PEASE iil 


BRITISH 


British F-K. All Gold 
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te 


BRITISH 


36 
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Gold 


-N; Lxs. All 


British L 


POSTE 


BRITISH 


80 


LZ26 


zs 
374 


RA 


Lx? 


British O-R; Lx 1=43 Iz 4-6, “All Gold 


eaLys\Alel 2.4 


BRITISH 


PALIN 


Gi ils 


British Lx 6-27; Ly 1-7; ‘Lz 1-3, 7. Gold, Silver; Bronze and Tin’. 
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BRITISH — DUROTRIGES 
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mon 


R a 


D 
DOBUNNI 


ee 


CORITANI 


Durotriges, Dobunni, Iceni, Coritani. Silver and Bronze 


PEATE Sx 


LE CATILLON HOARD 


A 


18 
VARIOUS A 


26 


1-20, Coins from Le Catillon hoard; 21-25, various British or Gaulish Silver; 26-30, various Gaulish Gold 


PIA TEeaALV 


ARMORICAN BILLON 


BRITIS 


1~10, Armorican Billon; 11-32 Various Gaulish Silver and Bronze; 33-40 various British Gold, Silver, and Bronze 
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